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PREFACE. 


All  the  results  of  Sabbath  school  instruction 
in  this  State,  cannot  be  known  till  they  are  re- 
vealed in  the  light  of  eternity.  Then  we  shall 
see  the  exact  influence,  as  it  operated  in  ten 
thousand  various  ways  and  widened  to  the  end 
of  time, — of  every  prayer,  "  unuttered  or  ex- 
pressed," that  was  breathed  unto  God, — of  ev- 
ery tear  that  was  shed  in  secret  places, — and 
of  every  act  of  selfdenial,  and  even  the  mi- 
nutest effort  that  was  made  in  connection  with 
this  institution  for  the  good  of  the  young.  We 
shall  see  not  only  the  souls  that  were  saved 
through  this  instrumentality,  but  we  shall  see 
the  silent,  restraining  influence,  which  held 
back  the  tempted  child  from  rushing  into  sin 
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and  into  ruin,  and  which  followed  him  through 
all  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  youthjand 
riper  years. 

Although  we  cannot,  now,  know  all  the  good 
that  has  resulted  from  Sabbath  schools,  yet 
there  is  much  which  we  can  know — we  have 
known  it — our  own  eyes  have  seen  it,  and  oth- 
ers have  told  it  to  us.  Many  of  th~se  results, 
which  have  been  annually  given  in  official  re- 
ports, are  full  of  the  deepest  interest.  These 
results  should  be  preserved  for  our  own  benefit 
and  the  benefit  of  others.  A  frequent  perusal 
of  them,  will  awaken  gratitude  for  what  God 
has  done — that  he  has  taught  us  not  to  despise 
the  day  of  small  things,  and  that  he  can  make 
one  to  become  a  thousand  and  a  little  one  a 
strong  nation.  It  will,  also,  serve  to  encourage 
and  quicken  us  in  duty,  and  will  greatly  aid  us, 
as  pastors,  parents,  superintendents,  or  teachers, 
in  illustrating  and  enforcing  truth. 
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It  is  well  known  that  the  Annual  Reports  of 
the  various  Benevolent  Societies,  have  but  a 
limited  circulation,  and  that  a  large  proportion 
of  those  that  are  circulated,  after  receiving  one 
hasty  perusal,  (if  indeed  they  receive  even  that 
attention,)  are  cast  aside,  however  rich  the  facts 
they  contain,  with  the  newspapers  and  almanacs 
that  are  out  of  date.  This  is  true  of  Sabbath 
school  reports  no  less  than  of  the  reports  of 
kindred  institutions. 

The  design  of  this  little  volume  is,  to  rescue 
from  this  oblivion  such  remarks  and  facts  as  il- 
lustrate the  results  of  Sabbath  school  in- 
struction in  Massachusetts.  The  author  has 
selected  the  most  important  and  interesting  in- 
cidents from  the  reports  issued  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Sabbath  School  Society,  and  so  many 
as  related  to  Congregational  schools,  from  re- 
ports isssued   by    the   Massachusetts   Sabbath 
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VARIOUS  INFLUENCES  OF  SABBATH 
SCHOOLS. 

REMARKS. 

The  power  that  works  in  the  system  of  Sab- 
bath school  instruction  is  invisible,  and  works 
unseen.  It  works  not  in  vain,  though  its  fruits 
may  not  be  disclosed  to  us.  The  dew  of 
heaven,  which  is  its  type,  the  eye  sees  not,  and 
we  know  it  only  by  its  refreshing.  The  pupil, 
whom  solemn  warning  and  faithful  instruction 
have  not  mOved,  may  carry  the  instruction  and 
the  warning  to  the  heart  of  a  parent  or  a  friend 
whom  we  cannot  reach,  and  truth  may  do  its 
work  there  ;  or  the  truth  received  in  early  life, 
may,  after  many  years,  quicken  and  convert  the 
soul.  Besides,  the  religion  of  Christ  in  every 
step  of  its  progress  to  the  reunion  of  the  soul  to 
God,  brings  with  it  unnumbered  other  blessings, 
and  the  Sabbath  school,  in  its  attempts  to  effect 
2* 
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the  same  object,  accomplishes  in  like  manner, 
a  similar  variety  of  beneficial  results.  It  trains 
the  intellect,  while  it  aims  at  the  heart.  It 
teaches  social  and  domestic  virtue,  while  it 
would  produce  holiness  of  heart  and  life.  It 
informs  the  ignorant  who  might  else  be  shut  out. 
from  knowledge,  restrains  the  waywardness  of 
youth,  and  inculcates  those  principles  of  order, 
probity,  and  sobriety,  which  insure  honor  and 
success  in  the  pursuits  of  life.  It  teaches  self- 
control,  and  subjection  ;  and  the  lesson  of  sub- 
ordination which  is  here  impressed  upon  the 
child,  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  man,  or 
neglected  by  the  citizen.  Indeed,  manifold  as 
are  the  forms  of  moral  evil  which  oppress  man 
in  this  life,  so  many  and  various  are  the  reme- 
dies which  this  system  proposes,  and  in  some 
degree  applies. 

The  happy  influence  of  the  Sabbath  school 
on  the  daily  schools,  is  beginning  to  be  per- 
ceptible. In  examinations  of  the  latter,  it  is 
manifest,  that  members  of  the  Sabbath  school 
are  acquiring  knowledge  with  far  greater  ra- 
pidity, and  in  general,  appear  to  possess  an  en- 
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tire  advantage  over  those  who  neglect  to  attend 
to  this  species  of  instruction.  Sabbath  schools 
are  powerful  instruments,  not  only  in  preparing 
youth  to  become  members  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  also  to  be  intelligent  and"  worthy 
citizens.  They  indirectly  and  yet  certainly 
promote  the  knowledge  of  the  things  of  this  life, 
whilst  they  guide  and  mature  the  soul  for  that 
which  is  to  come. 

The  happy  influence  of  Sabbath  schools  is 
often  felt  in  remote  neighborhoods  and  manu- 
facturing villages,  in  securing  the  better  ob- 
servance of  the  Sabbath, — in  correcting  the 
habits  and  morals  of  the  youth, — in  rendering 
them  more  faithful  in  their  business, — and  in 
producing  among  them  the  decorum  and  civili- 
ties of  social  life. 

A    LIGHT    IN    A    DARK    PLACE. 

In  a  waste  and  destitute  section  of ,  a 

benevolent  man  collected  the  children  and  youth 
together,  at  his  own  house,  there  being  no  pub- 
lic worship  or  meeting  near,  and  gave  them 
such  instruction  as  he  and  some  individuals  of  a 
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similar  spirit,  were  able  to  give.  Forty-four 
were  thus  collected  in  a  Sabbath  school,  who 
before  had  spent  the  Sabbath  in  a  manner 
that  did  not  prepare  them  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Two  years  after  there  was  much 
serious  attention  to  religion  in  that  place. 
How  much  is  to  be  attributed  to  these  praise- 
worthy efforts,  must  be  determined  at  another 
day.  Books  were  generously  given  by  a  neigh- 
boring school,  and  a  quantity  of  tracts  supplied 
by  a  clergyman,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  followed 
them,  and  made  them  efficacious  in  accomplish- 
ing  their  designed  effect.  A  society  of  the 
youth  in  that  neighborhood,  not  one  of  whom 
were  professedly  pious,  was  organized  for  the 
express  purpose  of  learning  to  read  and  pro- 
nounce correctly.  They  met  on  Wednesday 
evening,  to  read  geography  or  history,  and  on 
Sabbath  evening,  the  New  Testament.  Almost 
every  one  of  their  number  was  hopefully  con- 
verted to  God.  Send  the  Sabbath  school  and 
the  Bible  class  into  the  darkest  nook  or  corner 
of  our  country,  and  they  will  most  assuredly 
prove  the  pioneers  of  revivals,  chase  away  the 
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moral  darkness  of  the  place,  and  light  up  in  the 
souls  of  men  the  true  light  of  heaven. 

o 
SABBATH    SCHOOLS  COUNTERACT  INFIDELITY. 

Sabbath  schools  exert  a  powerful  instrumen- 
tality in  counteracting  the  numerous  errors  of 
infidelity.  This,  like  leaven,  is  secretly  diffus- 
ing its  contaminating  influence  through  the 
whole  mass  of  youthful  mind.  In  all  its  name- 
less, hideous  forms,  this  monster  is  turning  its 
eye  upon  the  young.  Its  plans  are  wisely  and 
deeply  laid,  and  its  subtlety  evinces  its  origin. 

"  Infidelity,  which  thirty  years  ago  was  con- 
fined to  educated  and  higher  ranks  in  life,  now 
abounds  anion  g  the  lower  classes."  This  change 
has  been  produced,  in  a  great  measure,  by 
efforts  which  have  been  made  among  our  chil- 
dren. While  parents  and  Sabbath  school 
teachers  have  slept,  the  enemy  has  been  sowing 
tares. 

The    writer   has   learned    several   instances 

where  infidel    publications,  some  whose  titles 

even,  the  virtuous  may  not  speak,  have  been 

secretly  lodged  in  a  Sabbath  school  library  and 
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circulated  for  weeks  and  months,  before  they 
have  been  discovered.  Many  are  the  teachers 
who  have  seen  exhibitions  of  scepticism  among 
their  scholars,  and  they  have  marvelled  that 
such  a  plant  should  spring  up  in  such  a  soil. — 
But  the  real  wonder  is,  not  how  the  plant  should 
grow  in  such  a  soil,  but  how  the  seeds  of  infi- 
delity came  there,  seeing  the  teachers  and 
parents,  it  may  be,  have  sown  only  good  seed. 
Ah  !  an  enemy  hath  done  this,  and  it  should  be 
a  warning  to  all  who  watch  for  the  souls  of  the 
young,  to  be  wakeful. 

But  it  is  said  that  Sabbath  schools  exert  a 
powerful  instrumentality  in  counteracting  error. 
And  infidels  themselves  being  judges,  this  is 
true. 

In  conversation  with  a  pious  woman,  an  infi- 
del manifested  great  hostility  to  this  institution. 
He  said  it  took  possession  of  the  minds  of  the 
young  and  made  impressions  which  they  could 
not  get  rid  of !  Such  wras  the  case  with  him,  in 
reference  to  the  instructions  of  his  mother. — 
Although  he  did  not  believe  in  the  religious  in- 
struction she  inculcated  when  he  was  a  child, 
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yet  he  could  never  get  rid  of  it.  It  was  al- 
ways troubling  him.  The  good  woman  then 
told  him,  if  that  was  the  case,  she  would  do 
all  that  she  could  to  encourage  Sabbath  schools, 
and  extend  their  influence  to  the  utmost. 

The  reasoning  of  this  infidel  on  this  subject 
is  philosophical.  Early  instructions  do  make 
impressions  which  cannot  be  easily  got  rid  of. 
What  can  be  more  natural  ?  Hence  the  powTer 
which  this  institution  is  suited  to  exert  in  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of  error,  if  that  power  be 
rightly  directed.  To  do  this,  the  doors  of  the 
Library  must  be  guarded  as  you  would  guard 
the  gates  of  an  invaded  city.  Let  the  books 
often  pass  under  a  review.  A  solemn  respon- 
sibility is  here  resting  on  the  guardians  of  the 
young.  Let  the  eye  of  the  parent  inspect  all 
the  reading  of  his  children.  Especially  let 
parents  and  teachers  be  watchful  and  cease  not 
their  efforts  till  the  minds  of  all  our  youth  are 
stored  with  the  good  seed  of  the  word,  and  then 
Infidelity,  Romanism,  and  even  Satan  himself, 
with  all  their  subtlety  and  wiles,  shall  seek  in 
vain,  the  ruin  of  the  young. 


28  SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS. 

A  mighty  conflict  seems  to  be  going  on  be- 
tween truth  and  error,  and  especially  between 
the  true  Church  and  the  man  of  sin.  Sabbath 
schools  must  bear  an  important  part  in  this 
warfare.  Here  we  must  train  up  young  and 
valiant  soldiers  for  the  bloodless  fight.  Here 
their  weapons  must  be  burnished,  and  the  whole 
panoply  of  the  gospel  made  in  readiness  and 
these  young  soldiers  weekly  trained  to  become 
skilful  in  their  use. 

A    NEIGHBORHOOD    REFORMED. 

In  the  town  of there  was  a  large  neigh- 
borhood, where  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
accustomed  to  spend  the  Sabbath  in  hunting, 
fishing,  drunkenness,  and  profaneness.  There 
was  only  one  professor  of  religion  in  the  place. 
She  went  to  the  Church  with  which  she  was 
connected,  three  or  four  miles  distant,  and  asked 
if  something  could  not  be  done  to  serve  her 
neighbors?  A  few  teachers  were  sent  out  to 
commence  a  Sabbath  school  there.  One  year 
after,  most  of  the  inhabitants  had  found  their 
way  to  the  house  of  God,  where  they  have  since 
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attended  regularly  ;  and  one  old  man  who  had 
lived  eighty  years,  zealously  declaring  to  all 
around  him,  that  the  "  wicked  shall  not  be 
turned  into  hell  with  all  the  nations  that  forget 
God,"  had  erected  the  family  altar,  and  now 
gives  pleasing  evidence  that  he  has  commenced 
a  new  life.  The  whole  moral  character  of  that 
neighborhood  is  radically  changed. 

AUXILIARY    IN    ENLARGING     THE     CHURCH     AND 
SOCIETY. 

I  consider  the  Sabbath  school,  (says  the  pas-* 

tor  in ,)  to  be  an  institution  in  connection 

with  every  society,  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  as  intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity 
of  such  society  in  every  respect.  Nothing,  un~ 
der  God,  is  effecting  more  for  my  Church  and 
Society,  than  the  Sabbath  school.  It  is  a  pow- 
erful auxiliary  to  the  enlargement  of  both.  It 
has  done  wonders  here,  in  bringing  under  the 
means  of  grace,  many,  who,  for  years,  have  not 
stepped  their  foot  over  the  threshhold  of  God's 
sanctuary.  It  has  been  the  means  of  the  con- 
version of  many  souls  not  connected  with  thq 
3* 
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school.    It  is  growing  in  the  affections  of  parents 
and  the  community. 

A  CHURCH  UNITED  AND  TRIPLED  BY  A  SABBATH 
SCHOOL. 

Rev.  Mr. was   asked,  what  his  own 

experience  had  proved,  as  to  the  utility  of  Sab- 
bath schools  ?  He  replied,  "  This  mode  of  in- 
struction has  been  almost  every  thing  to  my 
Church.  When  I  came  here,  about  nine  years 
ago,  this  Church  was  small  and  feeble,  consist- 
ing of  not  more  than  thirty  members  ;  and  these 
were  divided  as  to  religious  doctrine,  and  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  brotherly  love.  There  had 
been  a  small  Sabbath  school,  conducted  by  two 
or  three  females,  but  the  Church  took  no  in- 
terest in  it.  I  proposed  to  them,  that  we  should 
spend  the  Sabbath  intermission  at  the  meeting 
house,  in  the  study  of  the  Bible,  and  offered  to 
sit  down  with  them,  and  afford  all  the  aid  in 
my  power.  They  objected,  saying,  c  they 
could  not  agree,  and  it  was  useless  to  engage  in 
such  a  plan.5  I  replied,  '  If  we  agree  with 
the  Bible,   we  shall  certainly  agree  with  each 
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other.  At  all  events  let  lis  make  the  trial.' — 
They  at  length  consented.  A  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture was  given  out  beforehand,  and  on  Sabbath 
noon,  every  alternate  Sabbath,  the  Church  and 
a  few  others  took  seats  near  together,  proposed 
questions,  stated  difficulties,  and  endeavored  to 
elicit  or  to  give  information,  with  the  familiarity 
of  household  intercourse.  In  a  short  time  they 
were  drawn  nearer  together.  They  found  their 
prejudices  melting  away.  Many  false  views 
they  were  compelled,  though  imperceptibly  and 
unconsciously,  to  abandon  ;  and  some  scriptural 
doctrines,  before  disbelieved,  they  were,  in  like 
manner,  constrained  to  admit.  Their  minds 
gained  light ;  they  began  to  see  eye  to  eye ; 
their  hearts  began  to  sympathize  and  beat  in 
unison  ;  and  now,  I  know  not  where  to  find  a 
more  harmonious,  affectionate,  and  active  broth- 
erhood of  Christians  than  my  own  dear  Church. 
Our  number,  too,  is  tripled  ;  and  what  is  worthy 
of  notice,  nearly  all  who  have  been  added,  are 
from  those  of  the  congregation  who  came  in  and 
joined  us  in  this  social  study  of  the  Scriptures — 
this  Bible  recitation  class,  as  we  called  it.    We 


32  SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS. 

now  have  a  father's  Bible  class,  a  mother's  Bi- 
ble class,  a  young  men's  Bible  class,  and  a 
young  ladies'  Bible  class,  and  an  interesting 
Sabbath  school." 

FIRST    FRUITS    OF  A  SABBATH    SCHOOL. 

Eight  of  the  older  lads  in street  school, 

have  formed  themselves  into  a  class  called 
"  The  Berean  Class,"  for  prayer  and  the  study 
of  the  Scriptures  ;  this  experiment,  thus  far,  suc- 
ceeds well.  There  are  two  associations,  male 
and  female,  for  furnishing  seamen  with  the 
Bible. 

One  of  the  former  teachers  in  that  school,  is 
now  settled  in  the  ministry  in  this  vicinity  ; 
another  is  a  useful  printer  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands  ;  another  is  a  superintendent  of  a  Sab- 
bath school  in  this  city ;  and  a  fourth  is  study- 
ing at  Andover,  to  fit  himself  for  teaching  in  a 
day  school.  One  of  the  former  pupils  is  now 
studying  with  reference  to  the  ministry;  two 
others  are  far  advanced  in  their  college  course, 
and  one  of  these  will  probably  become  a  herald 
of  that  gospel  which  he  loves. 
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SABBATH      SCHOOLS      SECURE     ATTENDANCE     ON 
PUBLIC    WORSHIP. 

It  has   been   particularly  enjoined  upon  the 

scholars   in ,    to    attend    public    worship 

somewhere  ;  and  about  thirty  have  been  brought 
to  enjoy  the  stated  administrations  of  the  gos- 
pel, who  might  have  spent  the  Sabbath  in  worse 
than  idleness.  This  influence  has  not  been  ex- 
clusively confined  to  scholars,  but  has  extend- 
ed, in  some  instances,  to  parents,  who  in  testi- 
mony of  their  high  respect  for  Sabbath  school 
labor,  have,  in  their  simplicity,  offered  to  re- 
munerate the  teachers  for  their  .services. 

A    FURTHER    ILLUSTRATION. 

Many  children   in ,  have  been   led   to 

turn  their  attention  from  their  accustomed 
sports  on  the  Sabbath  to  the  house  of  God  ;  and 
many,  who  perhaps  never  attended  meeting 
before,  are  now  seen  punctual  at  the  house  of 
worship,  and  attentive  in  receiving  religious  in- 
struction. These  examples  continually  extend 
their  influence,  and  almost  every  Sabbath  brings 
some  child  within  the  pale  of  the  school,  who, 
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perhaps,  for  the  first  time,  hears  about  God  and 
eternity.  Neither  do  the  effects  stop  with  the 
children.  Many  parents,  who  formerly  seldom 
or  never  instructed  their  children  in  the  truths 
of  the  Bible,  are  now  seen  aiding  them  in  get- 
ting and  understanding  their  Sabbath  school 
lessons.  This  important  duty,  performed  by 
formerly  negligent  parents,  argues  well  in  favor 
of  the  salutary  influence  of  the  school. 

THIRD    ILLUSTRATION. 

In  E — — ,  the  effect  of  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  Sabbath  school  libraries,  has  been  benefi- 
cial to  the  society.  Many  more  have  attended 
church,  and  have  conducted  with  much  more 
sobriety  while  in  the  house  of  God,  and  in 
school,  than  formerly.  People  are  more  regu- 
lar in  their  attendance  on  public  worship,  and 
exhibit  more  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
children;  and  such  is  the  increasing  interest 
manifested  in  the  school,  that  it  may  be  said, 
that  the  "  hearts  of  the  parents  are  turning  to 
their  children,  and  the  hearts  of  the  children  to 
their  parents."     The  teachers'   visits  have  in- 
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fluenced  some  to  attend  the  school,  who  would 
have  otherwise  remained  without  Sabbath 
school  instruction. 

FOURTH    ILLUSTRATION. 

Nearly  all  the  children  belonging  to  the  so- 
ciety in  ,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15, 

besides  many  that  do  not  belong  to  the  society, 
have  shared  in  the  benefits  of  the  school.  The 
Sabbath  school  has  awakened  in  the  scholars  a 
greater  interest  in  reading  the  Scriptures  and 
other  religious  books— -rendered  their  attend- 
ance on  public  worship  more  constant,  and 
given  a  more  promising  direction  to  their  con- 
versation and  employment  on  the  holy  Sabbath. 
The  attention  which  the  children  have  bestow- 
ed on  their  lessons  in  the  Bible,  and  on  the 
questions  proposed  by  their  teachers,  has  been 
the  occasion  of  £i  wakening  the  minds  and  feel- 
ings of  parents  in  respect  to  religious  subjects, 
and  of  disposing  them  to  be  more  uniform  in 
attending  on  the  instituted  means  of  grace. 

MORAL    ASPECT    OF    A   VILLAGE    CHANGED. 

The  present  prospects  of  Sabbath  schools  in 
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the  village -of ,  are  truly  flattering.     No 

one,  who  has  heretofore  beheld  the  moral  aspect 
of  that  village,  can  now  look  upon  the  radical 
change  which  has  recently  taken  place  in  many 
of  the  children,  without  emotions  of  tenderness 
and  delight.  And  it  is  believed  that  the  Sab- 
bath schools  in  that  village  are  to  be  the  mighty 
engine  which  is  to  rescue,  the  children  and 
youth  from,  under  the  influence  of  bad  example, 
and  save  them  from  the  destructive  effects  of 
immorality  and  vice.  It  is  believed  also  that 
no  discouragements  ought  to  deter  the  promo- 
ters of  Sabbath  schools  from  a  strenuous  prose- 
cution of  this  momentous  project,  which  is  no 
less  than  guiding  the  steps  of  the  young  into 
the  paths  which  will  lead  them  to  glory  and 
felicity — no  less  than  rescuing  the  rising  genera- 
tion from  the  thousand  vices  of  their  fathers, 
and  inducing  them  to  follow  the  holy  example 
of  the  blessed  Savior,  that  they  may  have  con- 
solation in  enjoying  a  pure  religion  while  here, 
and  a  happy  immortality  beyond  the  grave. 

CHANGE    IN    THE    SONGS    IN    THE    STREET. 

The  teachers  in Sabbath  school, 
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in  1830,  were  fully  convinced  of  the  good  in- 
fluence their  school  had  exerted  on  the  popula- 
tion with  whom  they  labored.  Before  its  es- 
tablishment, and  even  some  time  afterwards, 
it  was  no  uncommon  thins;  to  hear  songs  and 
dancing  tunes  on  Sabbath  morning,  in  the  street 
where  the  school  is  located ;  but  during  the 
year  then  closed,  it  was  not  remembered  that 
one  instance  had  occurred  ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, they  were  often  heard  singing  psalms  and 
hymns. 

INFLUENCE     ON     THE     OBEDIENCE,    INTELLECT 
AND    PRINCIPLES    OF    CHILDREN. 

The  general  influence  of  the  Sabbath  school 

in  R ,  has  been  salutary.     Parents  have 

been  aided  in  the  government  of  their  children, 
by  perusing  the  books  themselves ;  and  chil- 
dren, occupied  in  learning  their  contents,  have 
been  preserved  from  the  contagion  of  bad  ex- 
amples ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  have 
been  insensibly  acquiring  an  intellectual  char- 
acter, and  their  minds  have  been  imbued  with 
principles  which  may  be  useful  to  them  through 
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life.  In  a  word,  the  difference  between  those 
children  who  have  attended  the  Sabbath  school 
in  a  uniform  manner,  and  those  who  have  neg- 
lected it,  is  most  striking,  both  in  a  moral  and 
intellectual  point  of  view. 

NOISE    AND    OTHER    EVILS    PREVENTED. 

By  the  establishment  of  the  Sabbath  school 

for  colored  people  in ,  it  is  found 

that  much  noise  and  Sabbath-breaking  is  pre- 
vented in  the  neighborhood ;  and  adults,  who 
once  were  seen  standing  in  clusters,  swearing, 
and  misspending  holy  time,  have  either  stopped 
their  wicked  practices,  or  betaken  themselves  to 
a  more  secret  spot,  where  none  but  God  sees 
them. 

A   YOUNG    SWEDE. 

A  young  man  was  admitted  into street 

school  several  months  since,  a  native  of  Swe- 
den, about  twenty  years  of  age.  When  he 
entered  the  school  he  could  not  read  English, 
or  speak  it  intelligibly.  Since  his  connection 
with  us,  he  has  learned  to  read  quite  fluently, 
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and  of  late  has  been  concerned  for  his  spiritual 
state.     He  now  hopes  in  Christ  as  his  Savior. 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  OUTSKIRTS. 

REMARKS. 

In  many  towns,  there  are  branch  schools, 
which  are  far  from  being  the  least  interesting 
field  of  benevolent  exertion.  There  are  many 
children  in  the  outskirts  of  a  large  village,  that 
would  never  experience,  the  healthful  and 
saving  influence  of  a  Sabbath  school,  if  it  were 
not  brought  near  them.  Many  circumstances 
conspire  to  prevent  them  from  associating  with 
the  principal  schools.  And  we  know,  by  per- 
sonal observation,  that  many  young  people  can 
be  induced  to  attend  a  Sabbath  school  in  their 
own  neighborhood,  who  would  never  give  their 
attendance  in  a  more  public  place  of  resort. 
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EIGHT    SCHOOLS     SUSTAINED    BY    ONE    CHURCH. 

Besides  the  maintenance  of  our  own  school 

at  home  (says  the  superintendant  in   F ) 

members  of  our  Church  have  established  and 
sustained  seven  other  schools  in  our  town  and 
vicinity,  from  one  to  seven  miles  distant.  These 
schools  are  opened  in  the  spring,  and  closed  only 
when  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  makes  it  ne- 
cessary ;  and  from  250  to  300  scholars  are  as- 
sembled in  them  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and 
instructed  in  the  things  pertaining  to  the  king 
dom  of  heaven.  The  teachers,  who  go  to  these 
schools,  are  uniformly  received  and  welcomed 
with  kindness  and  attention,  and  parents  and 
others,  render  them  all  the  aid  and  assistance 
they  are  prepared  to  bestow,  and  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  these  labors  of  love  will  not 
be  lost. 

We  are  persuaded  that  those  portions  of 
every  community  which  are  situated  at  some 
distance  from  the  House  of  God,  and  which  are 
not  blest  with  the  privileges  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction,  have   been  quite  too  much 
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neglected,  and  that  the  blessed  day,  so  anx- 
iously desired,  "  when  all  shall  know  the  Lord, 
from  the  least  unto  the  greatest,"  will  not  ar- 
rive, until  those  who  have  consecrated  them- 
selves to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  entered  into 
covenant  with  God,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  to  give  up  themselves  and  all  they  have 
and  are  to  his  service,  shall  adopt  a  higher  stan- 
dard of  Christian  duty  and  action  ;  and  even 
in  our  Christian  land,  leave  their  own  firesides 
and  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges 
around  them,  and  establish  Sabbath  schools, 
and  gather  the  children  and  youth  together,  and 
proclaim  to  them  the  blessings  of  salvation, — 
blessings  purchased  by  the  sufferings  and  death 
of  the  Eternal  Son  of  God,  for  a  lost  and  ruined 
world,  and  offered  freely,  without  money  and 
without  price,  to  all  who  will  accept  of  them. 
May  these  blessings  be  spread,  far  and  wide, 
through  the  earth,  and  the  kingdom  of  God 
speedily  come. 

LABORS  FOR  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN. 

A  teacher  in  — ,   visited  a  neighborhood 
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in  an  adjoining  town,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
summer  of  1835.  The  neighborhood  is  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  any  place  of  worship. 
On  making  inquiry  of  a  girl  14  or  15  years  of 
age,  he  learned  that  her  parents  did  not  attend 
meeting,  and  that  she  had  never  attended  a  reli- 
gious meeting  in  her  life.  She  believed  her 
parents  had  a  Bible,  but  they  did  not  read  it 
very  often,  and  she  did  not  read  it  at  all. 
This  circumstance  was  related  to  another 
teacher,  and  these  two  brethren  immediately 
took  measures  to  establish  a  Sabbath  school  in 
the  neighborhood.  They  visited  the  families 
and  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  the 
next  Sabbath  found  them  engaged  in  their  new 
labors.  Owing  to  much  opposition,  only  four- 
teen attended.  For  a  few  weeks  there  were 
no  additions.  At  length,  the  number  began  to 
increase,  and  now  (in  the  autumn)  they  count 
twenty-five  scholars,  half  of  whom  are  over 
14  years  of  age.  There  is  a  deep  interest  felt 
in  the  school  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  and 
the  teachers  anxiously  wait  and  hope  for  better 
days. 


x 
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Soon  after  the  school  was  established,  one  of 
the  parents  procured  some  of  the  Bible  Socie- 
ty's cheap  Testaments,  for  his  children  that  at- 
tended the  school.  A  benevolent  gentleman, 
on  learning  the  facts,  purchased  half  a  dozen 
New  Testaments,  and  left  them  at  one  of  the 
houses  in  the  neighborhood,  to  be  sold  at  cost; 
or  in  proper  cases  to  be  given  away.  These 
were  quickly  disposed  of;  another  half  dozen 
were  sent  down  and  were  quickly  gone  ;  a 
third  half  dozen  were  sent,  half  of  which  are 
gone,  and  only  one  has  been  given  away,  and 
that  one  to  the  girl  referred  to  above,  who  had 
never  attended  a  religious  meeting  in  her  life. 
Nineteen  New  Testaments  have  thus  been  cir- 
culated, in  that  small  neighborhood,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  these  teachers.  Friends  of 
Sabbath  schools !  look  at  this  fact,  and  then,  in 
accordance  with  the  instruction  given  in  the 
parable  of  the  Savior,  go  into  the  highways  and 
hedges,  and  compel  them  to  come  in. 

A    SECOND    EXAMPLE. 

The  society  in  N ,  have  not  been  con- 
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tented  with  instructing  those  who  voluntarily 
presented  themselves,  but  have  sought  out  the 
ignorant,  the  friendless,  and  the  poor,  and  given 
pecuniary  assistance  to  furnish  the  means  of 
attendance.  About  fifty  children  have  thus 
been  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  school, 
— twelve  of  them  wholly  clothed,  and  the  rest 
in  part.  While  the  society  rejoice  that  they 
have  been  enabled  to  do  more  than  to  say  to 
these  children,  "Be  ye  clothed,"  they  lament 
that  their  means  have  been  so  inadequate.  In 
their  researches,  they  have  found  many  objects 
of  suffering  and  want,  who  but  for  their  efforts 
might  have  still  lingered  on  in  penury  and 
distress. 


SABBATH    SCHOOLS      IN     THE       "  HIGHWAYS     OF 

SIN." 

During  the  summer  of  1835,  the  pastor  in 
,  was  successful  in  getting  up  a  small  school 


in  one  of  the  "highways  of  sin"  by  means  of 
calling  on  every  family,  and  telling  the  parents 
the  design  and  benefit  of  Sabbath  schools,  and 
urging  them  to  send  their  children.     This  they 


SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS,  45 

generally  engaged  to  do,  on  condition  that  the 
pastor  would  often  be  present,  and  have  the 
general  oversight  of  the  school.  This  was 
done  with  encouragement  enough  to  go  again 
and  do  likewise,  at  a  suitable  season. 

A    COLORED     SCHOOL. 

The school,  composed  mostly  of  color- 
ed  children,    is  located   in   one   of  the    most 

wretched   and  hopeless  spots  in .     The 

children  appear  more  clean  and  decent,  and 
behave  much  better  than  ever  before.  Some 
of  them  have  no  other  means  of  learning,  and 
many  now  go  to  school  through  the  week,  who 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Sabbath  school,  would 
be  playing  in  the  streets — for  it  was  in  the 
Sabbath  school  they  were  first  told  they  could 
go  to  the  common  school. 

TRY. 

At  a  lecture  which  the  pastor  preached  in  a 
factory  village,  in  S ,  he  proposed  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Sabbath  school.  It  was 
thought  to  be  an  impracticable  thing.     But  he 
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urged  it  on  one  or  two  to  try.  They  did,  and 
a  large,  flourishing  school  of  60  or  70  was  soon 
collected.  A  number  of  adults  attended  as 
scholars. 


MORAL  INFLUENCE. 

SABBATH     SCHOLARS     SELDOM    ARRAIGNED    FOR 
CRIME. 

In  the  reports  of  35  schools,  in  1829,  it  was 
definitely  stated,  that  no  individual  from  their 
number  had  ever  been  arraigned  before  a  civil 
tribunal  for  immoral  conduct ;  while  only  two 
from  all  the  schools  in  the  State,  are  mentioned, 
who  had  been  arrested  :  and  these  attended  the 
Sabbath  school,  irrregularly,  for  a  very  short 
time. 

BOY  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION. 

S was  persuaded  to  join  the  Sabbath 

school    in  .     He  attended  irregularly  a 
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few  Sabbaths,  and  then  committed  an  offence 
for  which  he  was  removed  from  his  parents  to 
the  House  of  Reformation  for  juvenile  offen- 
ders. It  is  hoped  he  will  there  be  reclaimed 
from  those  bad  habits,  which  he  probably  never 
would  have  contracted,  had  he  been  early 
placed  under  the  influence  of  Sabbath  school 
instruction. 

CONFESSION    OF    A    VICTIM    FOR    THE    GALLOWS. 

"  Sabbath  schools  would  have  saved  me  from 
the  gallows  ;  but  they  were  fifteen  years  too 
late  for  me,"  muttered  the  abandoned  Gibbs, 
a  few  days  before  his  execution.  But  the  his- 
tory of  this  pirate  is  not  the  only  one  that  fur- 
nishes occasion  for  such  a  declaration.  Hun- 
dreds before  him,  who  have  shed  innocent 
blood,  might  as  justly  have  said,  if  ive  had  been 
instructed  in  Sabbath  schools,  they  would  have 
saved  us  from  this  ignominious  death  on  the 
scaffold  !  And  millions  more,  at  this  moment 
groaning  under  the  execution  of  the  righteous 
sentence  of  the  court  of  heaven,  if  they  could 
speak  to  us  to-day,  would  doubtless  exclaim, 
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"  Oh,  if  we  could  have  been  instructed  in  Sab- 
bath schools,  they  would  have  saved  us  from 
the  horrors  and  despair  of  hell  ;  but  alas  !  Sab- 
bath schools  were  fifteen,  a  hundred,  or  a  thou- 
sand years  too  late  for  us."  For  all  these  there 
is  now  no  hope.  Our  most  benevolent  desires 
and  vigorous  efforts  can  bring  them  no  relief. 
They  are  lost !  But  the  living  are  yet  in  a 
world  of  hope.  Our  efforts  may  bring  relief  to 
them.  These  efforts,  if  made  quickly  and  vig- 
orously, may  save  them  from  the  guilt,  the 
confession  and  the  doom  of  the  wretched 
Gibbs. 


RELIGIOUS  INFLUENCE-REVIVALS. 


REMARKS. 


A  very  important  result  of  Sabbath  school 
instruction,  and  also  of  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  to  which  this  institution  is  an  auxiliary, 
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is  to  exert,  silently  and  imperceptibly,  a  res- 
training  influence,  even  when  it  does  not  make 
wise  unto  salvation.  The  results  of  this  insti- 
tution, the  past  10  or  12  years,  in  this  respect, 
will  never  he  fully  known  till  the  judgment. 
Then  it  may  be  seen  that  this  secret,  silent  in- 
fluence of  the  Sabbath  school  has  restrained 
many  a  youth  from  a  course  of  dissipation  and 
sin,  which  would  have  spread  a  moral  conta- 
gion through  the  community,  broken  the  hearts 
of  his  parents,  and  ruined  his  own  sou!. 

This  being  true,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  say, 
even  when  there  have  been  but  few  revivals  in 
our  Sabbath  schools,  that  the  labors  performed 
in  them  were  without  any  good  results.  A  fu- 
ture day  may  develope  results  of  untold  good. 
But,  in  addition  to  the  restraining  influence  of 
this  institution,  which  was  probably  exerted 
during  seasons  of  darkness,  the  soil  may  then 
have  been  prepared  and  the  seed  then  have 
been  sown,  which,  in  many  schools,  subsequent- 
ly, has  returned  the  !ahor&-of  the  teachers  an 
abundant,  a  glorious  harvest. 

Though  this  restraining  and  preparatory  m- 
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fluence,  which  the  Sabbath  school  may  exert 
even  in  times  of  comparative  coldness  and  stu- 
pidity, should  encourage  teachers  in  the  morn- 
ing to  sow  their  seed  with  hope,  and  in  the  eve- 
ning not  to  withhold  their  hand,  yet  it  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  great  object  of  the 
institution  should  always  be  the  glory  of  God, 
as  connected  with  the  moral  and  religious  im- 
provement and  final  salvation  of  the   pupils. 
Nothing  short  of  this  can  be  regarded  as  an  ac- 
complishment of  its  object.     A  school   may, 
indeed,  be  very  flourishing,  the  scholars  all  in- 
terested, and  all  deriving  great  good  from  the 
restraining  influence  of  the  truth  ;  but  until  they 
are  sanctified  through  that  truth,  the  end  is  not 
accomplished.     Every  teacher  should  be  most 
thoroughly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
Sabbath  school  has  not  accomplished  its  object 
— the  object  for  which  heaven  kindly  called  it 
into  existence  and  set  a  broad  seal  of  approba- 
tion upon  it,  till  it  has  instrumentally  brought 
all  his  scholars  to  the  foot  of  the  cross. 

The  results  which  have  followed  the  opera- 
tions of  this  institution,  during  the  past  10  or 
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12  years,  as  exhibited  in  this  litttle  volume, 
glorious  though  they  may  be,  it  is  believed,  are 
far,  very  far  below  what  the  Bible  would  war- 
rant us  to  expect  from  the  amount  of  labor 
which  has  been  performed,  supposing  that  labor 
to  have  been  performed  with  right  feelings. 
What  an  amount  of  truth  has  been  poured  into 
the  minds  of  the  young  during  this  period  ! 
Had  every  teacher  followed  up  these  instruc- 
tions with  earnest  prayer  and  suitable  depend- 
ence on  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  by  an  overcom- 
ing faith,  what  results  might  not  have  been 
expected ! 

Enough,  however,  has  resulted  from  this 
institution,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
incidents,  to  call  for  the  warmest  gratitude  of 
every  Christian  heart,  and  to  encourage  all  to 
renewed  and  increased  fidelity. 

SABBATH     SCHOOLS    THE     NURSERY    OF     THE 
CHURCH. 

In  ,    65  out  of   82,  who  joined    the 

Church  during  the  year  1827,  were  members 
of  the  Sabbath  school ;  five  others  indulged  the 
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hope  that  they  had  passed  from  death  unto  life. 
In  69  schools,  343  teachers,  and  247  scholars 
publicly  professed  their  faith  in  Christ,  during 
the  same  year.  Many  others  indulged  hope. 
In  three  other  schools  91  teachers  and  scholars 
united  with  the  Church. 

In   the  month  of  December,    1829,  (says  a 

report)    a    Bible   class  was    formed  in    , 

which  consisted  cf  SO  young  persons  of  both 
sexes,  from  the  age  of  10  to  25  years.  These 
were  arranged  in  six  sections,  or  classes,  under 
the  instruction  and  guidance  of  as  many  of  the 
officers  and  brethren  of  the  Church.  About, 
the  same  time  there  was  another  class  formed, 
consisting  of  the  older  members  of  the  Church 
and  others,  under  the  instruction- of  the  pastor. 

Most  of  the  teachers,  and  many  of  the  schol- 
ars cf  the  summer  school  are  now  members  of 
the  Bible  class;  and  the  whole  manifest  an  un- 
common willingness  and  desire  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  About  the 
1st  of  January,  there  were  evident  tokens  of 
the  presence  and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
this  place,  which  were  very  manifest  among  the 
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young  people ;  and  now  (1830)  there  are  as 
many  as  13  or  14  of  this  class,  who  give  hope- 
ful evidence  of  renewing  and  sanctifying  grace. 
Among  these  are  9  who  were  teachers  and 
members  of  the  Sabbath  school,  and  many  more 
are  still  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  their 
guilt  and  danger,  upon  whom  it  is  hoped  God 
will  have  mercy,  and  bring  them  into  the  king- 
dom of  his  dear  Son. 

On  the  whole,  we  have  great  reason  to  bless 
God  and  take  courage.  Never  before  have  we 
witnessed  so  much  of  the  happy  fruits  of  our 
labors  and  prayers  for  the  salvation  of  children 
and  youth  ;  and  never  before  have  we  had  so 
much  encouragement  for  diligence  and  perse- 
verence  in  the  good  work.  We  rejoice  that  we 
may  be  co-workers  with  God,  and  the  humble 
instruments  in  his  hand,  in  carrying  forward  the 
great  work  of  redeeming  mercy ;  and  we  can- 
not but  hope  and  believe,  that  the  institution  of 
Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes,  is  among  the 
happy  means  which  God  will  bless  for  the  sal- 
vation of  a  world  now  lying  in  wickedness.  Not 
5* 
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unto  us,  however,  but  to  his  great  name  be  all 
the  gloiy. 

Since    the    organization    of    the    Sabbath 

school  in  C ,  283  have  been  added  to  the 

Church.  Of- these,  103  have  been  connected 
with  the  school.  Five  of  this  number  are  in 
the  ministry,  or  preparing  for  it.  One  half  of 
the  whole  number  added  to  the  Church  in 
three  years,  were  connected  with  the  Sabbath 
school. 

Out  of  63  persons  received  into  a  Church,  in 
1829,  during  a  season  of  special  .attention  to  reli- 
gion, 32  were  formerly  members  of  the  Sabbath 
school.  Of  39  received  into  another  Church, 
the  same  year,  21  were  connected  with  the 
Sabbath  school,  and  many  others  became  hope- 
fully pious  that  did  not  then  make  a  profession. 

More  than  30  in  a  small  society,  became  the 
hopeful  subjects  of  renovating  grace  in  1830. 
Two  thirds  of  this  number  were  heads  of  fami- 
lies, and  with  three  or  four  exceptions,  had 
children  under  Sabbath  school  instruction,  arid 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  whatever  other  causes 
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might  have  operated,  that  the  Sabbath  school 
was  a  pawerfid  auxiliary  in  bringing  about  an 
event  so  glorious. 

Says  a  report  for  1831  :  In  the  revival  we 
are  experiencing,  our  school  has  shared  largely. 
Nearly  every  scholar  over  8  or  10  years  of 
age,  has  attended  our  inquiry   meetings,  and 
become  the  subject  of  more  or  less  seriousness. 
Fifteen  of  them  have  already  made  a  profession 
of  religion  ;  several    more   indulge   the  hope, 
that  they  have  passed  from  death  to  life,  and 
from  40  to  50  more  continue  to  attend  the  in- 
quiry   meeting,    most  of    whom    are   serious, 
some  of  them  deeply  anxious.     To  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  this  place,  and  to  the  dear  children 
of  the  Church,  our  Sabbath  school  has  been  a 
great,  very  great  blessing. 

Says  another  report  of  the  same  year :  It  has 
been  peculiarly  gratifying  to  see  many  parents 
in  that  sacred  place  who  were  never  known  to 
be  there  before  ;  and  even  those  who  affected 
to  T)e  spectators  would  take  care  to  place  them- 
selves as  near  as  possible  to  some  class,  and 
listen  with  great  apparent  interest  to  their  reci- 
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tations,  and  the  teacher's  remarks.  During  the 
precious  revival,  with  which  the  Lord  has  bless- 
ed us,  74  have  made  a  public  profession ;  and 
it  has  been  noticeable  that  almost  every  subject 
of  this  good  work  has  first  discovered  his  seri- 
ousness by  making  his  way,  like  a  child,  into 
the  Sabbath  school. 

In  1832,  there  were  reported  by  324  schools, 
four  hundred  and  eighty  teachers,  and  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  scholars, 
who  had  united  with  the  Church  during  the 
preceding  year.  It  was  estimated  that  more 
than  five  thousand  teachers  and  scholars,  in  the 
schools  connected  with  the  Mass.  S.  S.  Union, 
(then  embracing  the  Baptists  and  Congregation- 
alists)  passed  from  death  unto  life  during  the 
year. 

Seven  young  ladies  belonging  to  one  class  in 

,   in   1833,  were  led  to  decide  for  God. 

In  another  school,  a  whole  class  of  16  young 
men,  and  another  of  12  young  ladies,  all  over 
16  years  of  age,  were,  in  a  short  time,  brought 
to  bow  to  the  Savior.  The  number  of  hopeful 
conversions  in  that  school  was  quite  large. 
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In  January,  a  Few  young  men  in ,  who 

had  for  some  time  been  disconnected  with  the 
school,  were  invited  to  unite  themselves  in  a 
class.  One  of  them  received  his  first  impres- 
sions at  the  concert,  and  shortly  all  of  them,  it 
was  believed,  gave  themselves  to  the  Lord.  In 
a  class  of  lads,  whose  ages  average  fifteen,  nine 
out.  often,  gave  evidence  that  their  hearts  were 
renewed. 

In  another  class,  five  boys  indulged  hope  of 
pardoned  sin.  In  that  display  of  mercy,  which 
was  the  fourth  precious  visit  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  that  school,  there  was  witnessed,  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers,  cheerful  and  unwearied  effort, 
connected  with  a  constant  "looking  to  Jesus" 
for  the  blessing  ;  and  among  the  scholars,  were 
seen  the  young  men  bowing  at  his  feet ;  the 
children  were  suffered  to  come,  and  from  the 
lips  of  "  babes  was  praise  perfected." 

Says  a  report  in  1834  :  Two  thirds  of  the 
additions  to  the  Church,  in  this  place  since 
1819,  the  time  when  the  Sabbath  school  was 
organized,  were  from  the  school. 

Says  another  report  of  the  same  year :  This 
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school  was  established  in  1816.  Since  that 
time,  one  third  of  those  who  have  joined  the 
Church  were,  and  have  been,  members  of  the 
Sabbath  school. 

In  two  revivals  in  — — ,  about  one  hun- 
dred connected  with  the  Sabbath  school,  were 
hopefully  converted. 

A  revival  commenced  in  O ,  about  the 

first  of  March,  1835,  in  which  the  Sabbath 
school  shared  largely.  Eight  of  the  teachers, 
and  about  twenty  scholars  indulged  hope  in 
Christ.  Quite  a  number  of  young  persons  who 
had  previously  left  the  school  because  they  had 
supposed  themselves  too  large  to  attend,  were 
brought  back  through  the  influence  of  this  re- 
vival. 

There  was    a  precious   work   of   grace   in 

F ,  the  same  year,  which  was    confined 

principally  to  the  Sabbath  school.  Thirty- 
seven  from  the  ages  of  12  to  20,  connected  with 
the  school,  indulged  hope  that  they  had  passed 
from  death  unto  life.  Some  of  this  number  are 
setting  their  faces  towards  College,  with  a  de- 
termination to  prepare  for  usefulness  in  their 
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master's  cause.  "  God  was  better  to  us,"  says 
the  superintendent,  "  than  our  fears.  Teach- 
ers often  felt  that  their  labors  were  in  vain  ; 
but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  seed  which 
was  sow7n,  sprung  up  and  yielded  a  harvest  to 
the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace." 

During  the  four  years  of  the  existence  of  the 

Sabbath  school  in ,  one  fourth  of  those 

added   to  the  Church,  were  members  of  the 
school,    v 

The  Sabbath  school  in ,  was  organized 

in  1819.     During  the  ministry  of  the  present 
.pastor,  more  than  one  half  of  the  admissions  to 
the  Church,  w7ere  from  the  school. 

In   W ,  25  scholars  became  hopefully 

pious  in  the  spring  of  1835. 

Thirty-nine  made  a  profession  during  the 
year  1835,  in :  and  eight  more  are  indulg- 
ing hope ;  most  of  these  are  youth.  Three  of 
those  who  made  a  profession,  are  girls  from  9  to 
11  years  of  age.  One  little  boy  of  fen  is  indulging 
hope  and  will  probably  make  a  profession  soon. 
In  the  autumn  of  1835,  there  was  a  revival 
in  H ,  which  was  confined  principally  to 
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the  Sabbath  school.  As  fruits  of  that  revival 
thirty-five  of  the  scholarss  indulged  hope. 

About  thirty  of  the  Sabbath  school  and  Bible 

class  in ,  were  hopefully  converted  in  the 

revival  which  was  enjoyed  in  that  place  in  the 
winter  of  1835—6. 

In  the   Sabbath   school    in  F ,  net  far 

from  30  were  hopefully  converted  in  !S35.  Of 
these,  twenty-one  made  a  public  profession  of 
their  faith  in  Christ. 

In ,  twenty-five  cbtained  hope   dining 

the  year  1835,  14  of  whom  made  a  public 
profession.  In  a  Bible,  class  of  I  1  members, 
nine  obtained  hope,  8  of  whom  united  with  the 
Church.  Of  another  class  of  JO,  seven  were 
hopefully  converted  in  the  same  period ;  in  an- 
other four,  and  in  another  six. 

The  Report  for  J  835,  mentions  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  teachers,  and  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  nine  scholars  who  had  made  a 
public  profession  during  the  )ear. 

The  revival  which  has  been  in  progress  here 
r  six  months,  (said  the  pastor  in ,  in  the 

;ng  of  1836;)  and  is  now  in  progress;  com- 
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menced  in  the  Sabbath  school.  Twenty-four 
teachers,  and  about  forty  scholars  have  become 
hopefully  pious.  Sixteen  of  the  teachers,  and 
twenty-jive  of  the  scholars  have  made  a  public 
profession  of  religion. 

Of  the  fruits  of  a  revival  in  O ,  more 

than  half  were  members  of  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  about  two  thirds  of  this  number  were  bap- 
tized in  infancy. 

In  the  Sabbath  school  in  C ,  twenty-Jive 

became  hopefully  pious  in  the  spring  of  1836. 
Among  these  was  a  whole  class  of  lads,  four 
in  number,  from  12  to  14  years  of  age — three 
in  another  class,  from  16  to  19 — three  out  of 
five  of  a  class  of  misses,  from  12  to  15  years  of 
age — and  five  out  of  another  class  of  young 
ladies. 

There   has  been    a   revival  of    religion    in 

B ,  (says  the  pastor,)  for  some  months  past. 

From  25  to  30  under  16  years  of  age,  and 
nearly  all  members  of  the  Sabbath  school,  have 
been  hopefully  converted.  One  little  girl  of  7 
is  indulging  hope.  Twenty  of  these,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  unite  with  the  Church  the  next 
6 
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communion.  Forty,  over  18  years  of  age,  have 
already  made  a  public  profession,  all  of  whom 
are  now  members  of  the  school,  and  most  of 
them  were  previous  to  their  conversion. 

Said  the  superintendent  of  a  Sabbath  school 
in  1836:  Of  nineteen  persons  who  now  stand 
propounded  for  admission  to  the  Church,  six- 
teen are  members  of  the  school.  Of  twenty-Jive 
hopeful  conversions,  during  a  protracted  meeting 
in  November,  eighteen  were  members  of  the 
school ;  while  out  of  the  school  many  were 
serious  and  some  anxious,  only  seven  submitted 
to  the  Savior. 

About  40  connected  with  the  Sabbath  school 

in  C ,    were  hopefully  converted   in  the 

spring  of  1836. 

The  Report  for  1836,  mentions  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three  teachers,  and  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-four  scholars  who  had 
united  with  the  Church  during  the  year. 

TWENTY    CONVERSIONS    IN    ONE    CLASS. 

In ,  20  scholars  under  20  years  of  age, 

and  all  members  of  the  same  class,  made  a 
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public  profession  between  August,  1834,  and 
April,  1835. 

SIX    REVIVALS    IN    ONE    COUNTY    SOCIETY. 

In  the County  Sabbath  School  Socie- 
ty, embracing  ten  parishes,  and  the  same  num- 
ber of  schools,  the  Lord  smiled  upon  this  insti- 
tution in  1834-5,  and  shed  down  upon  it  the 
influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Six  schools  were 
blessed  with  powerful  revivals  of  religion.     In 

,  90  scholars  made  a  profession  of  religion, 

and  a  few  more  gave  evidence  of  piety.    In 

A ,  50  made  a  profession.     In  G ,  39. 

In  P ,  37.  Jn  T — : — ,  3 1 ,  and  a  few  in  each 

of  the  other  towns.  Three  hundred  scholars 
from  these  ten  schools  made  a  profession  during 
the  year.  It  is  supposed  the  whole  number 
that  passed  from  death  unto  life,  is  over  four 
hundred  !  "  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it 
is  marvelous  in  our  eyes." 

A    WHOLE    SCHOOL    CONVERTED. 

Says  the  pastor  of  M :  Of  those  who 

belonged  to  the  first  or  perhaps  the  second  Sab- 
bath school  in  this  place,  all  have  become  hope- 
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fully  pious  with  perhaps  one  exception.  Some 
of  them,  we  trust,  are  in  Heaven.  Others  have 
gone  there  from  the  Sabbath  school  without 
going  through  the  visible  Church.  And  of 
those  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  since  I  came 
to  this  place,  made  professsion  of  religion,  a 
large  proportion  have  been  from  the  Sabbath 
school.  So  that  during  the  last  nine  years 
nearly  one  third  of  those  who  have  united 
with  the  Church,  have  been  from  the  Sabbath 
school. 

A    WHOLE    SCHOOL    IN    THE    CHURCH. 

In  1828,  a  clergyman  in ,  said  he  was 

confident  that  every  individual  who  was  in  his 
first  Sabbath  school,  was  then  a  member  of  his 
Church. 

ONE    HUNDRED    CONVERSIONS    IN    A    SCHOOL. 

In — ,  efforts  w^ere  made  in  the  early  part 

of  the  year  1835,  to  excite  a  more  general  and 
deeper  interest  in  the  Sabbath  school  concert. 
The  influence  of  these  efforts  was  to  increase 
the  number  of  the  school  and  the  fidelity  of  the 
teachers.     This  general  interest  (says  the  pas*- 
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tor)  increased  through  the  summer,  till  Septem- 
ber, when  more  manifest  signs  appeared — 
though  two  or  three  conversions  had  before 
taken  place — of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  attention  had  become  gen- 
eral throughout  the  school.  The  work  of  God 
was  very  solemn,  as  well  as  animating,  still  and 
deep.  One  hundred  or  more  members  of 
the  school,  we  hope,  have  been  convert- 
ed. In  fact,  in  the  whole  revival,  which  be- 
came quite  general,  few  were  brought  to  the 
Savior,  but  were  in  some  way,  connected  with 
the  school.  And  it  was  pleasing  to  notice  that 
whenever  any  young  men,  or  those  of  other 
ages  were  awakened,  they  found  their  way  di- 
rectly into  the  Sabbath  school.  Whole  classes 
were  organized.  In  repeated  instances,  joining 
the  school  was  at  once  followed  by  a  deep,  and 
we  trust,  saving  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
the  heart.  Some  with  whitened  locks  were 
here  found  with  the  child  of  10  or  12,  lisping 
the  praises  of  their  Savior.  The  work  was 
confined  to  no  age.  At  first,  it  was  chiefly 
among  children.  Afterwards  more  among 
6* 
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youth,  the  middle  aged  and  the  aged.  We 
have  now  a  class  consisting  of  thirty,  under 
fourteen  years  of  age,  called  "  the  class  of  pro- 
bationers/' who  hope  they  have  found  the 
Savior  to  be  precious. 


REVIVAL    IN    G- 


Tn  a  revival  in  G ,  the  fifty  hopeful  con- 
verts, with  very  few  exceptions,  were  all  con- 
nected with  the  Sabbath  school.  They  appear 
well ;  though  the  most  of  them  are  but  youth, 
they  can  give  the  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
them  with  meekness  and  fear.  In  one  praying 
family  there  are  seven  children,  all  members  of 
the  Sabbath  school,  six  of  whom  give  evidence 
of  a  change  of  heart. 


REVIVAL    IN    W- 


The  sehool  in  W ,  in  1827,   was  often 

visited  by  the  pastor,  who  uniformly  addressed 
the  scholars  in  a  plain  and  pungent  manner, 
and  closed  with  prayer.  The  teachers  mani- 
fested a  deep  concern  for  the  spiritual  welfare 
vof  their  respective  classes,  and  frequently  urged 
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upon  them  the  importance  of  an  immediate 
compliance  with  the  conditions  of  salvation. 
The  school  was  blessed  with  the  continued  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Spirit,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  close.  Almost  every  child 
was  impressed  with  the  evil  nature  and  danger- 
ous consequences  of  sin,  and  disposed  to  inquire, 
"  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  Sixty  schol- 
ars and  teachers  became  hopefully  pious,  and 
united  with  the  Church.  As  many  as  8  or  10 
more  gave  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart. 

A    FRUITFUL    FIELD. 

In  1832,  sixty-one  out  of  15  classes  of  160 
pupils,  under  16  years  of  age,  became  hopeful- 
ly pious.  In  six  classes,  embracing  71  young 
persons  over  16  years  of  age,  sixty  indulged 
hope  that  they  had  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
making  in  all,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
who  became  hopefully  pious,  in  a  school  of 
231  scholars. 

A    PLENTIFUL    HARVEST. 

Out  of  204  scholars   connected   with    the 
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Sabbath  school  in  S ,  in  1832,  over  one 

hundred,  in  six  months,  became  hopefully 
pious.  In  some  of  the  classes  in  that  school, 
few  or  none  of  the  scholars  were  converted. 
In  others,  most  or  all  of  the  pupils  gave  evi- 
dence of  piety.  In  two  classes  of  7  scholars 
each,  6  in  each  indulged  hope.  In  two  of  9, 
7  in  each  became  pious.  In  two  of  9,  8  in 
each  became  pious.  In  one  of  6,  of  9,  and  of 
10,  all  became  hopefully  pious.  In  another  of 
14,  13  were  hopefully  converted. 

a  pastor's  class. 

A  class  under  the  superintendence  of  a  pas- 
tor, included,  from  its  commencement,  29 
young  ladies,  of  whom  21  are  now  hopefully 
pious,  four  were  professors  of  religion  when 
they  entered  the  class,  and  9  have,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  charity,  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
during  the  season  of  revival. 

A    DEATH    SANCTIFIED. 

The  attention  of  a  school  was  arrested  by  a 
solemn  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  in 
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removing  one  of  their  number  in  a  sudden 
manner  by  a  short  and  distressing  sickness ;  one 
Sabbath  she  was  with  her  class :  the  next,  they 
attended  her  funeral.  This  was  one  of  the  few 
instances,  where  death  proved  an  effectual 
warning  to  the  living  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come.  It  was  soon  known  that  some  were 
serious,  and  in  a  short  time  they  were  rejoicing 
in  hope.  From  this  time,  the  work  spread 
almost  simultaneously  through  the  school,  par- 
ticularly the  Bible  class.  It  soon  increased 
from  30  to  100,  many  of  whom  are  now  re- 
joicing in  hope.  Thus  the  utility  of  Sabbath 
schools  has  been  proved.  Teachers  have  been 
encouraged  to  persevere.  Sixty  have  made  a 
public  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  31  of 
whom  were  members  of  the  Sabbath  school  or 
Bible  class.  A  number  more  express  hope, 
and  some  are  inquiring. 

SCHOOL     ESTABLISHED    BY    A   MISSIONARY. 

The   school   in ,   was   established    six 

years  since,  by  Rev.  Mr. ,  now  a   Mis- 
sionary  in  China.     Nearly    all    the   60   who 
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united  with  the  Church  in  the  winter  of  1832-3 
were,  or  had  been  in  some  way  connected 
with  the  school. 

RETURN   TO    THE    SABBATH    SCHOOL. 

About  two  years  since,  the  superintendent  in 
,   made  an    attempt   to  gather   into  the 


school  again,  some  of  the  youth  who  had  left, 
under  the  impression  that  they  were  too  old  to 
be  members.  At  first,  a  class  of  about  16  fe- 
males was  formed.  Last  summer,  [1834]  it 
numbered  40  males  and  females.  Twenty  of 
this  class  have  since  made  a  public  profession, 
and  others  are  inquiring. 

REVIVAL    COMMENCING    IN   A  SABBATH    SCHOOL. 

Since*  the  first  of  January,  1836,  (said  the 

pastor  of  S ,  in  May  of  the  same  year,) 

between  40  and  50  members  of  the  school  have 
become  interested  in  religion.     About  half  of 
these  are  under  20  years,  and  several  between 
10  and  12  years  of  age.     The  first  indications 
of  the  revival  were  seen  in  the  Sabbath  school. 

At  a  Church,  meeting  for  prayer  and  confer- 
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ence,  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  depression 
on  the  minds  of  all,  on  account  of  the  low  state 
of  religion.  One  after  another  arose  and  spoke 
of  the  darkness  of  his  own  mind,  and  the  dis- 
couraging aspect  of  the  cause  of  religion.  At 
length,  the  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school 
remarked  that  he  thought  there  were  some 
tokens  for  good:  that  they  were  not  wholly- 
forsaken.  "  I  never  saw  the  Sabbath  school," 
said  he,  "  so  full  as  it  was  last  Sabbath,  though 
it  was  an  unpleasant  day.  And  there  seemed 
to  be  an  unusual  seriousness  on  the  countenan- 
ces of  the  scholars.  I  do  believe  there  is  ground 
to  hope  in  connection  with  the  Sabbath  school." 
In  less  than  two  weeks,  there  was  so  much  se- 
riousness that  the  pastor  was  encouraged  to 
appoint  a  meeting  for  inquirers,  which  was  at- 
tended by  a  goodly  number. 
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INFLUENCE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

REMARKS. 

Besides  the  substantial  benefits  which  the 
library  confers  on  the  scholars,  the  books  are 
often  a  silent  and  salutary  monitor  in  many 
families,  where  religious  instruction  could  not 
so  well  be  communicated  in  any  other  way. 


AN    ILLUSTRATION. 

In  1827,  a  library  was  established  in 


by  the  assistance  of  a  young  lady  who  has 
ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  Sabbath 
school,  first  as  a  scholar,  and  since  as  a  teacher. 
The  effects  of  this  library  are  found  to  be 
such  as  are  generally  experienced  in  other 
schools  where  they  are  established,  to  excite 
a  greater  degree  of  interest,  punctuality,  and 
diligence  in  the  scholars,  and  its  usefulness  is 
not  confined  to  them,  as  by  their  means  they 
are  carried  into  various  descriptions  of  families, 
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where,  with  a   blessing,  the  good    seed   thus 
sown  will  yet  spring  up  and  bear  fruit. 

ANOTHER  ILLUSTRATION. 

The  children  in ,  seem  to  have  an  in- 
creasing anxiety  to  obtain  and  read  the  books 
of  the  library,  and  several  heads  of  families 
who  formerly  withheld  their  children  from  the 
school,  have  become  subscribers  to  the  library, 
and  have  taken  books  for  their  children  to  read. 

LIBRARY    A    NOISELESS     TEACHER, 

A  library  was  established  in   R ,  at  an 

early  period  of  the  school  by  the  munificence 
of  friends  abroad,  and  has  since  been  increased 
by  contributions  at  home  ;  so  that  now,  in 
1828,  it  contains  170  or  180  volumes.  We 
have  found  a  library,  (says  the  superintend- 
ent,) a  main  spring  in  our  school.  While  it 
stimulated  to  exertion,  it  became  a  teacher 
of  religion  by  examples.  Next  to  the  S.  S. 
institution  as  a  blessing  to  our  land,  a  library 
is  the  happiest  thought.  This  noiseless  teacher 
among  us,  has  found  its  way  to  many  abodes 
7 
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of  the  honest,  yet  uninformed,  and  has  been 
efficacious  in  dispelling  a  cloud  of  errors  and 
prejudices  that  has  been  collecting  for  years. 
It  has  taught,  in  some  degree,  that  ignorance 
is  not  a  necessary  concomitant  of  religion. 

VARIOUS    ADVANTAGES. 

Says  the  superintendent  in  L ,  we  have 

experienced  signal  advantages  from  our  Sab- 
bath school  library.  It  has  furnished  a  pow- 
erful inducement  to  faithful  attendance  on 
the  school.  And  what  we  esteem  of  special 
importance,  it  has  excited  among  the  youth, 
generally,  a  taste  for  reading,  especially  of 
religious  books.  More  books  of  this  class  are 
now  read  among  them  than  of  any  other. 

The  library  in ,  has  greatly  encouraged 

the  children  to  attend  the  school ;  and  its  good 
influence,  in  various  other  respects,  has  been 
very  apparent. 

The  library  in  M- — ,  has  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  scholars,  and  bound  them  strongly 
to  the  school ;  and  in  one  case,  at  least,  has 
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given  first  impressions  that  eventuated  in  con- 
version and  public  profession.  It  has  also 
been  beneficial  to  parents  in  removing  their 
prejudices,  and  in  creating  a  more  lively  in- 
terest in  the  school. 

The  library  in  E ,  (says  the  superintend- 
ent,) has  done  more  for  the  increase  and  pros- 
perity of  the  school,  than  all  other  means.  It 
is  highly  pleasing  to  see  with  what  avidity  the 
scholars  read  the  books.  Your  "  Conversa- 
tions on  Missions,"  &c.  are  worthy  of  all 
praise.  They  are  doing  essential  benefit,  not 
only  to  the  scholars,  but  to  the  families  and 
parents  to  which  they  are  carried. 

A     FATHER     CONVICTED    BY    A    LIBRARY    BOOK. 

A  father  was  detained  at  home  by  a  slight 
indisposition.  He  took  up  a  book  brought 
from  the  Sabbath  school  by  his  little  child,  and 
read  it.  The  perusal  of  this  book  was  instru- 
mental of  carrying  conviction  to  his  conscience, 
and  leading  him  to  inquire — "What,  shall  I 
do  to  be  saved  ?  "  His  indisposition  termin- 
ated   in   death,    and  there  is  some  reason  to 
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hope,  the  death  of  a  Christian.  His  afflicted 
widow,  shortly  after,  carried  a  dollar  to  the 
Sabbath  school,  and  with  tears  presented  it 
to  the  superintendent,  as  a  donation  to  the 
library — a  memorial  of  gratitude  for  the  blessing 
that  book,  which  her  departed  husband  had 
perused,  had  been  instrumental  of  imparting. 

A    FATHER     CONVERTED    BY    A    LIBRARY    BOOK. 

One  of  the  children  in  the street  Sab- 
bath school,  carried  home  a  book  from  the  libra- 
ry, which  was  read  by  the  mother  to  the  father. 
He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  meeting, 
or  reading  the  Bible.  His  mind  was  very 
much  awakened  by  the  story.  In  this  situation 
he  remained,  in  great  distress,  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  when  he  was  led,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
to  cast  himself  on  his  mercy,  and  received  joy 
and  peace  in  believing.  He  is  now  always 
seen  at  meeting  on  the  Sabbath,  and  at  other 
religious  meetings  during  the  week. 

Three  or  four  years  before  this,  the  super- 
intendent was  invited  by  the  teacher,  whose 
scholar  carried    home  the    book,   to  visit  the 
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mother  of  the  child   under  somewhat  similar 
circumstances.     She  is  now  a  mother  in  Israel. 

A    YOUTH     CONVERTED     BY     A     LIBRARY    BOOK. 

An  impression  was  made  on  the  mind  of  a 
youth,  by  reading  a  book  from  the  library, 
which  led  him  to  feel  that  no  life  is  worthy  an 
immortal  being,  but  that  of  piety.  He  was 
led  to  seek  it  with  earnestness,  and  now  hopes 
that  his  feet  have  been  taken  from  the  horrible 
pit  and  miry  clay.  He  is  resolved  to  devote 
the  remainder  of  his  life  to  Christ,  who  died 
to  redeem  him.  Blessed  indeed  must  be  the 
influence  of  those  books  which  lead  our  chil- 
dren and  youth  to  the  Lamb  of  God. 

NEW    INTEREST     EXCITED. 

Although  the  Sabbath  school  in  A ,  has 

been  in  operation  nine  years,  but  little  interest 
was  taken  in  it  either  by  parents  or  children, 
until  the  establishment  of  the  library,  which 
excited  a  deep  interest  both  in  the  school  and 
among  parents  and  guardians.  No  solicitations 
among  the  people  have  been  more  promptly 
7* 
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and  cheerfully  attended  to,  than  that  for  fur- 
nishing the  means  to  enlarge  this  library.  In- 
crease in  one  year,  101,  owing  probably  to  the 
interest  taken  in  the  library. 

THE    SON    OF    AN    OPPOS    R. 

An  opposer  of  religion,  who  had  taught  his 
sons  to  disregard  the  Sabbath,  and  every  thing 
good,  had  a  pious  wife,  who  sent  her  little 
daughter  to  the  Sabbath  school,  in  1 825.  The 
little  girl  carried  home  a  small  Sabbath  school 
book  from  the  library,  and  laid  it  down  for  the 
family  to  read.  Her  brother — a  lad  of  fifteen 
— who  had  been  rambling  the  fields  on  the 
Sabbath,  instead  of  attending  meeting,  came 
in  just  at  that  moment,  and  being  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  book,  took  it  up 
to  read.  He  had  read  but  a  few  moments, 
before  he  became  interested  in  the  story,  and 
fixed  his  whole  attention  upon  it.  His  mother 
was  standing  by,  when  he  dropped  the  book, 
lifted  his  hands  towards  her,  and  cried,  "  I  am 
a  sinner ;  I  am  a  great  sinner."  He  continued 
under  pungent  conviction  for  a  few  days,  and 
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obtained  hope.  By  his  mother's  solicitations, 
his  father  was  prevailed  upon  to  let  him  pray 
in  the  family.  At  evening  he  read  his  Bible, 
knelt  down  and  prayed  with  his  father,  mother, 
an  elder  brother,  and  little  sister.  The  little 
girl  told  her  mother  afterwards,  that  her  father 
wept  during  the  whole  of  the  prayer.  This 
was  the  first  instance  of  hopeful  conversion,  in 
a  revival  in  which  more  than  forty  passed  from 
death  unto  life. 

A    CHANGE. 

The  influence  of  the  library  in  W— ■ — ,  has 
been  most  salutary.  Some  parents,  who  would 
not  suffer  their  children  to  read  such  books 
before  the  establishment  of  the  library,  are 
now  taking  a  lively  interest  in  them,  and  look 
forward  with  impatience  to  the  weekly  return, 
of  these  little  messengers  0f  truth, 
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SABBATH  SCHOOL  CONCERT. 

REMARKS. 

Every  year  brings  with  it  new  and  clearer 
evidence,  that  the  Sabbath  School  Concert  for 
Prayer  receives  the  approbation  of  Heaven. 
We  know  of  no  instance,  where  it  has  been 
observed  with  any  tolerable  spirit,  in  which  it 
has  not  introduced  a  new  and  bright  era  into 
the  history  of  the  school.  And  nearly  all  the 
revivals  in  our  Sabbath  schools,  are  in  those 
which  observe  the  Concert.  This  is  as  might 
have  been  expected.  For  the  Concert  is  de- 
cidedly the  most  favorable  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent a  body  of  Sabbath  school  anecdotes  and 
facts,  which  will  secure  the  sympathies  of 
Christian  parents,  and  the  prayers  of  the 
Church.  And  this  too  is  the  most  favorable 
season  to  elevate  the  standard  of  pious  effort  on 
the  part  of  teachers,  and  bring  them  so  keenly 
to  feel   the  weight  of  responsibleness  pressing 


m 
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upon  them,  that  they  shall  realize  their  entire 
dependence,  and  be  led  in  filial  confidence  to 
pray  for  the  converting  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  descend  upon  their  scholars. 

CONNECTION    BETWEEN    PRAYER    AND    SUCCESS. 

In  a  school  of  204  scholars,  more  than  100 
were  hopefully  converted  in  1832.  The  fol- 
lowing account  is  given,  by  the  pastor,  of  the 
influence  exerted  by  the  concert  and  other 
meetings  for  prayer,  in  promoting  that  glorious 
season  of  refreshing. 

"  The  Sabbath  school  concert  of  prayer  was 
attended  with  special  interest.  Some  met,  from 
month  to  month,  under  the  power  of  strong 
desire.  Their  souls,  it  would  seem,  were  tra- 
vailing in  birth  for  the  regeneration  of  the 
pupils. 

"  This  state  of  feeling  led  to  arrangements  for 
a  stated  prayer-meeting  in  behalf  of  the  school, 
on  Sabbath  morning,  between  the  ringings  of 
the  bell.  Members  of  the  Church,  teachers 
and  pupils,  came  together ;  ardent  beyond  what 
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is  common  with  us.  If  I  had  looked  into  the 
streets,  and  not  at  the  hour,  I  might  have  mis- 
taken the  first  for  the  second  bell.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  congregation  were  assembling." 

A    GREAT    CHANGE. 

The  Sabbath  school  concert  in ,  has 

been  rapidly  rising  in  interest,  and  is  now  well 
attended  by  teachers,  parents  and  scholars.  In 
January,  1835,  200  were  present  at  this  meet- 
ing. Some  of  the  children  who  never  attended 
before,  remarked  to  their  companions,  "that 
they  wondered  they  had  not  heard  before  what 
an  interesting  meeting  the  concert  was ;"  and 
intimated  that  nothing  could  tempt  them  to  stay 
away  in  future.  Special  preparation  is  made 
for  this  meeting  by  the  pastor  and  others,  and 
such  facts  and  considerations  are  presented,  as 
are  designed  to  impress  on  parents  and  teachers 
a  sense  of  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and 
awaken  interest  among  children  in  the  Bible, 
the  objects  of  benevolence,  and  the  general 
cause  of  Sabbath  schools. 
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GENERAL    INTEREST. 

Says   the  pastor   in ,   "  The  Sabbath 

school  concert  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
meetings  we  have.  Parents,  teachers  and 
scholars  all  attend.  The  children  live  some- 
what scattered;  yet  they  are  so  much  interested, 
that  they  go  to  the  concert  the  coldest  winter 
evenings.  The  teachers'  meeting  and  the  con- 
cert we  consider  the  two  main  pillars  which 
support  the  school.  Take  these  away,  and  the 
school  would  fall." 

WRONG    IMPRESSION    REMOVED. 

Sometime  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 

S.  S.  Society  in ,  in  July,  1835,  it  was 

thought  that  the  concert  could  not  be  main- 
tained with  sufficient  interest  to  insure  success. 
But  this  view  of  the  subject  has  been  shown, 
by  experiment,  to  arise  from  mere  want  of  faith 
and  self-denying  effort.  Instead  of  failing  from 
want  of  interest,  it  has  become  one  of  our  most 
interesting  and  profitable  meetings.  This  in- 
terest is  manifested  not  only  by  parents  and 
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teachers,  but  especially  by  many  of  the  chil- 
dren. Here,  all  feel  as  though  there  was  some- 
thing for  them  in  particular.  The  parent  feels 
this,  when  he  reflects  that  the  special  object  of 
the  meeting  is  to  pray  for  the  conversion  and 
salvation  of  his  children.  The  teacher  cannot 
but  feel  this,  when  he  reflects  how  inefficient 
are  all  his  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  his  schol- 
ars, without  the  Spirit  of  God  to  seal  instruction 
to  the  heart  and  conscience.  And  the  children 
cannot  but  feel  this,  when  they  see  that  the  re- 
marks are  made,  and  the  prayers  offered  partic- 
ularly for  their  good,  for  their  salvation* 

THE    CONCERT    AND    A    REVIVAL. 

To  increase   the  interest  of  the  school   In 

W ,  in   1835,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 

sent  down  upon  it.  Yet  it  is  most  manifest 
that  this  inestimable  blessing  was  obtained  only 
through  the  operation  of  efficient  means.  While 
God  evidently  gave  the  increase,  human  instru- 
mentality was  found  efficient  in  the  planting 
and  watering.  These  means  were  various. 
JVone,  however,  were  more  happily  successful 
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than  the  efforts  made  to  interest  "the  teachers, 
scholars,  and  people  generally,  in  the^  Concert. 

MODE    OF    CONDUCTING     THE    CONCERT. 

This  meeting  was  made  short.     Punctuality, 
in  commencing  and  closing,  were  always  ob- 
served; prayers  were    short,  and  interspersed 
by  various  exercises,  chiefly  the  recital  of  inter- 
esting information,  respecting  Sabbath  schools, 
their  origin,  progress,  and  present  condition,  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  ;  the  condition  of  chil- 
dren in  other  countries,  particularly  heathen ; 
the  reading  of  short  pieces,  written  by  teachers 
and  scholars,  on  subjects   previously  given  out, 
or  giving  an  account  of  the  writer's  present  re- 
ligious feelings-     In  the  last  exercise  was  first 
disclosed    the    fact,  that  there  were   inquirers 
among  us.     In  behalf  of  such,  prayers  were 
frequently  offered,  at  the  request  of  the  individ- 
uals themselves,  in  their  written  communica- 
tions.    The  course  pursued  in  rehearsing  the 
condition  of  children  in  other  countries,  was  to 
take  up  a  single  country,  as  India,  Russia,  &lc, 
8 
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at  one  meeting,  and  then  contrast  our  own  situa- 
tion with  theirs. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  concert  in  N ,  is  observed  with  the 

highest  degree  of  interest.  It  is  the  practice  of 
the  pastor  always  to  attend  and  give  what  in- 
formation respecting  Sabbath  schools  he  may- 
have  been  able  to  glean  during  the  month. 
Occasionally,  he  gives  them  an  abstract  of  the 
history  of  some  Mission  or  Missionary — of  some 
converted  child,  or  Sabbath  scholars ;  and  in 
other  ways,  endeavors  to  give  variety  to  the 
exercise,  from  month  to  month. 

STILL    ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  concert  in  M ,  has  been  increas- 
ingly interesting,  particularly  among  the  juve- 
nile part  of  the  school.  It  is  commenced  by 
reading  a  portion  of  Scripture  appropriate  to  the 
occasion  ;  then  prayer ;  then  the  juvenile  class 
sing ;  the  children  then  proceed  to  recite  each 
one  a  verse  selected  by  themselves  for  the  oc- 
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casion.  On  these  verses  the  pastor  makes  such 
remarks  as  he  deems  appropriate  :  interspersing 
them  with  a  short  prayer.  This  part  of  the 
exercise  has  been  found  greatly  to  interest,  not 
only  children,  but  also  the  older  members  of 
the  school,  and  has  been  quite  profitable  to 
all. 

HAPPY    INFLUENCE     OF     THE     CONCERT     ILLUS- 
TRATED. 

When  the  school  in  W ,  commenced  in 

the  spring,  (says  the  superintendent,)  there  seem- 
ed to  be  but  little  interest  respecting  it.  We 
established  a  monthly  prayer-meeting  for  teach- 
ers ;  also,  the  monthly  concert.  These  were 
continued  through  the  season,  and  soon  began 
to  be  attended  with  deep  interest.  The  teach- 
ers seemed  to  have  a  spirit  of  prayer,  and 
their  hearts  were  united  in  pleading  for  di- 
vine blessing  on  the  scholars:  yet  our  faith 
was  tried  by  delay.  Although  there  was  se- 
riousness in  the  school,  none  expressed  hope 
until  late  in  the  season,  when  about  10  or  12 
of  the  scholars  were  hopefully  converted,  and 
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two  of  them  are  preparing  for  college.  Our 
conviction  has  been  deepened  by  the  past 
year's  experience,  that  we  have  no  reason  to 
expect  a  blessing  on  a  Sabbath  school,  unless 
the  teachers  are  interested  in  meeting  together 
for  prayer  as  often  as  once  a  month,  at  least, 
and  also  interested  in  attending  the  concert.  It 
appears  to  us  that  there  is  no  field  of  labor  so 
promising  as  the  Sabbath  school. 

INTEREST    AMONG    CHILDREN. 

The  Monthly  Concert  for  Sabbath  schools, 
has  contributed  much  to  the  interest  and  useful- 
ness of  the  schools  in  A- .     It  is  generally 

well  attended,  chiefly  by  members  of  the  school. 
It  is  the  aim  of  those  who  conduct  it,  to  make 
it  as  attractive  as  possible  to  children — a  meet- 
ing which  they  will  anticipate  with  pleasure, 
and  from  which  they  will  absent  themselves 
only  from  necessity.  "  May  I  go  to  the  next 
Sabbath  school  concert?"  is  a  question  often 
pressed  upon  parents  with  all  a  child's  importu- 
nity, long  before  the  meeting  returns,  and  if  the 
little  applicant  be  put  off  with  the  answer  that 
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he  is  too  young  to  attend  meetings  in  the  eve- 
ning, the  next  earnest  inquiry  is,  u  When  shall 
I  be  old  enough  ?  Shall  J  be  old  enough  next 
month,  or  next  year  ?" 

The  principal  means  of  exciting  such  an  in- 
terest, is  the  narration  of  anecdotes  and  facts 
respecting  Sabbath  schools  and  Sabbath  school 
children.  Scarce  any  propensity  of  childhood 
is  stronger,  or  more  important  in  its  bearings, 
than  that  of  listening  to  stories.  Give  this  pro- 
pensity a  proper  direction,  and  it  may  become 
as  efficient  an  instrument  of  good,  as  it  usually 
has  been  of  evil.  Store  the  young  mind  with 
facts  illustrative  of  early  piety  and  of  religious 
truth  in  the  Sabbath  school  concert,  instead  of 
feeding  it  with  stories  of  witches,  and  of  giants, 
and  of  ghosts  at  home,  and  while  you  please, 
you  will  profit ;  while  you  win,  you  may  hope 
to  save. 

SECURES    ATTENDANCE    ON    PUBLIC    WORSHIP- 

The   Monthly  Concert  in  ,  has  been 

well  attended  by  parents,  friends,  teachers  and 
the  older  scholars,  and  with  apparent  interest. 

8* 
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Extracts  have  been  read  from  monthly  publica- 
tions, showing  the  great  good  which  has  result- 
ed from  this  blessed  institution.  This  has  ex- 
cited much  interest.  Many  parents  did  not 
attend  worship  in  any  place,  until  urged  by 
their  own  children  to  attend  the  concert ;  and 
pince,  they  have  been  observed  to  attend  public 
worship  punctually  on  the  Sabbath, 
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CONCERT. 

At  the  Monthly  Concert  connected  with 
O  ^  ■"  street  Sabbath  school,  which  parents, 
the  elder  scholars,  and  all  others  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, who  feel  any  interest  in  the  school, 
are  particularly  invited  to  attend,  interesting 
facts,  taken  principally  from  Sabbath  school 
periodicals,  are  read  or  related  ;  and  addresses 
are  made  by  some  of  the  teachers  or  others  who 
may  be  present.  In  this  wray  these  meetings 
have  usually  been  made  interesting  and  profita- 
ble^ Parents  of  some  of  the  scholars,  and  oth- 
ers whp  had  manifested  but  little  interest  in 
Sabbath  §ehools?  have  become  enlisted  in  their 
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favor  by  hearing,  at  these  meetings,  how  happy 
and  how  extensive  was  the  influence  which 
Sabbath  schools  had  already  exerted,  and  were 
still  exerting,  throughout  the  world. 


WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

WISHES    OF    SCHOLARS. 

After  the  close  of  a  school,  forty  or  fifty 
of  the  scholars  voluntarily  associated  together, 
divided  themselves  into  classes,  and  chose  their 
teachers,  with  the  determination  to  continue  the 
study  of  the  Bible  through  the  winter. 

At  the  close  of  another  school,  each  scholar 
was  requested  to  express  his  views  and  inclina- 
tions, as  to  attending  through  the  winter.  Im- 
mediately, sixty^two  signified  their  desire  to 
attend. 

When  the  time  had  nearly  arrived  for  an«- 
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other  school  to  close,  as  suggested  by  the  So- 
ciety under  whose  supervision  the  school  was 
conducted,  some  persons  expressed  a  wish  that 
it  might  be  continued.  Previous  to  consulting 
the  officers  of  the  society,  or  all  of  the  teachers, 
it  was  thought  best  to  ascertain  the  minds  of  the 
scholars.  Accordingly,  it  was  stated  to  them 
that  some  were  anxious  to  have  the  school  con- 
tinue considerably  longer  than  the  time  which 
had  been  proposed;  and  it  was  desirable  to 
know  their  feelings  on  the  subject.  All  that 
were  in  favor  of  continuing  the  school,  were 
then  requested  to  rise  and  stand.  The  whole 
school,  consisting  of  about  ninety,  rose  nearly  at 
the  same  instant. 

In  another  town,  it  was  proposed  to  take  a 
vote  of  the  scholars,  whether  the  school  should 
be  suspended  for  the  winter,  as  usual,  or  be  con- 
tinued. They  immediately  voted  that  it  should 
be  continued. 

In  A- ,   when   cold  weather  and  short 

days  came  on,  the  interest  of  the  school  began 
sensibly  to  decline,  and  in  November,  a  library 
of  about  eighty  volumes  was  obtained.     This 
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raised  a  new  spirit ;  and  on  proposing  to  take  a 
vote  of  the  scholars  whether  the  school  should 
cease,  as  it  always  had  done  before,  or  he  con- 
tinued through  the  winter,  they  unanimously 
voted  that  it  should  continue.  The  school  was 
accordingly  continued, 

RESULTS    OF    AN    EXPERIMENT. 

As  the  winter  approached,  it  was  thought 
advisable,  in  one  parish,  to  suspend  the  school 
until  spring,  as  in  former  years.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly closed  with  appropriate  exercises. 
Some  of  the  ladies,  however,  who  had  for  many 
years  sustained  the  office  of  teachers,  were  solic- 
itous to  make  the  experiment  whether  a  school 
could  not  be  attended  with  success  in  the  win- 
ter. The  next  Sabbath,  five  or  six  invited  their 
classes  to  meet  them  in  the  school-house,  with 
any  others  who  might  incline  to  attend.  Near- 
ly 50  scholars  were  on  the  spot;  and  from 
that  Sabbath  the  school  has  been  omitted  but 
once,  and  has  averaged  60  scholars. 

A  class  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  of 
about  20  in  number,  most  of  whom  had  been 


94  SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS. 

teachers  the  preceding  summer,  requested  now 
to  be  admitted  as  scholars.  These  were  formed 
into  a  high  class  ;  and  the  attention  they  have 
given  to  their  lessons,  and  the  solemnity  of  de- 
portment which  they  have  manifested,  have 
afforded  to  their  teacher  most  cheering  reason 
to  believe  that  her  labor  has  not  been  in  vain. 

The  results  of  this  experiment,  have  exceed- 
ed the  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  the 
teachers  would  ask  no  other  reward  than  thus 
to  continue  such  delightful  labors  through 
"summer  and  winter— seed  time  and  harvest," 
until  they  go  up  to  give  an  account  of  their 
stewardship. 

WINTER   SCHOOL    BLESSED    TO    A    YOUTH. 

In  the  autumn  of  1827,' a  youth,  in  conver- 
sation with  a  teacher  respecting  the  winter 
school,  remarked,  "The  summer  school  has 
been  long,  and  I  must  now  have  a  vacation  ; 
and  besides,  my  engagements  are  such  that  it 
will  be  very  inconvenient  for  me  to  attend 
during  the  winter."  The  teacher  suggested 
that  it  might  be  much  to  her  disadvantage  to 
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leave,  and  finally  persuaded  her  to  continue  in 
the  school. 

The  result  was,  she  became  deeply  solicitous 
about  her  salvation,  and  after  a  few  weeks  of 
deep  anxiety,  indulged  the  hope  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  her  friend.  She  has  ever  since  en- 
joyed that  peace  in  believing,  which  the  chil- 
dren of  God  experience. 

WINTER    THE    SEED-TIME    AND    HARVEST. 

We  think,    (said  the  superintendent  of  the 

school  in  ,  in   1828,)   it  may  be  safely 

said,  that  the  scholars  have  never  before  made 
so  rapid  improvement  in  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bible,  as  they  have  during  the  past  winter. 
Indeed  it  is  our  firmest  conviction  that  the  win- 
ter season  is  by  far  the  best  season  of  the  year 
for  Sabbath  schools.  It  is  the  seed-time 
and  harvest  ;  and  we  can  but  wonder  that 
the  opinion  should  so  long  be  retained,  that  the 
continuance  of  the  Sabbath  school  during  the 
winter  is  impracticable. 

We  believe  that  in  this  place,  not  a  voice 
will  ever  again  be  heard,  unless  it  be  the  voice 
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of  an  enemy,  even  to  intimate  that  the  school 
must  be  suspended  during  the  winter. 


ADULT  CLASSES. 

REMARKS. 

The  field  of  Sabbath  school  instruction  is 
enlarging  its  borders,  and  whitening  for  the  har- 
vest. Its  limits,  a  few  years  since,  were  cir- 
cumscribed to  children  of  a  particular  age. 
Some  were  too  young,  and  some  were  too  old, 
to  be  Sabbath  school  scholars.  But  now  infant 
classes  embrace  a  large  portion  of  the  former; 
and  the  latter,  in  many  places,  at  least,  are 
joyfully  coming  forward,  without  distinction  of 
age  or  condition  ;  the  youth,  the  middle-aged, 
and  hoary-headed,  are  uniting  with  the  Sabbath 
school,  in  studying  the  same  lesson,  and  seek- 
ing  the  same  object,  viz  :  a  knowledge  of  the 
Word  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  the  souL 
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What  sight  can  be  more  lovely  than  that  of 
such  a  Sabbath  school  thus  engaged  ?  What 
exercise  more  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God,  or 
more  useful  to  men  ?  What  can  be  better 
calculated  to  increase  the  interest  of  children  in 
the  Sabbath  school,  and  in  the  study  of  the 
Bible,  than  to  see  their  parents,  as  it  were, 
leading  them  by  the  hand  and  pointing  out  the 
way,  not  by  precept  only,  but  by  example,  and 
thus  daily  impressing  on  their  minds  the  im- 
portance and  value  they  place  in  the  word  of 
God  and  the  worth  of  the  soul  ?  Or  in  what 
way  can  parents  be  made  to  feel  more  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  their  children,  of  the 
Sabbath  school,  or  even  their  own  spiritual  im- 
provement, than  by  actively  engaging  with  their 
children  and  whole  families,  in  the  lessons  and 
exercises  of  the  Sabbath  school. 

Many,  who  at  first  have  supposed  they  could 
not  possibly  leave  their  families  to  meet  with 
the  school,  on  making  trial  have,  wTith  some 
special  effort  and  self-denial,  not  only  found  it 
possible  but  a  privilege,  the  enjoyment  of  which 
they  are  now  unwilling  to  be  denied.  They 
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find  their  presence  increases  the  interest  of 
their  children  in  the  school,  and  their  own,  still 
more  so.  It  leads  them  more  to  unite  their 
efforts  and  their  prayers  with  those  of  the  teach- 
er, for  the  conversion  of  their  children,  and 
often,  under  such  circumstances,  has  the  Spirit 
descended  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  been 
revived. 

MISCELLANEOUS    ITEMS. 

The  members  of  the  adult  classes,  in  one 
school  are  represented  as  persons  of  mature* 
minds,  and  as  capable  of  judging  for  them- 
selves, whether  the  mutual  study  of  the  Bible  is 
worthy  their  attention :  and  their  uniform  testi- 
mony is,  that  the  hours  passed  in  the  Sabbath 
school  in  the  study  of  divine  truth ,  are  among 
the  most  pleasant  and  profitable  of  their  lives. 

About  200  adults,  in  one  town,  have  asso- 
ciated themselves  for  mutual  instruction  at  the 
same  time  with  the  school.  To  a  considerable 
extent  the  whole  congregation  is  a  Sabbath 
school. 

In  another  town,  the  aged  have  become  in- 
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terested  in  the  Sabbath  school.  Within  a  few 
months  past,  many  of  both  sexes,  between  the 
ages  of  50  and  80,  have  manifested  not  only  a 
willingness,  but  even  solicitude  to  be  numbered 
araoncr  the  Sabbath  school  scholars.  Some  of 
these  scholars  of  three  score  and  ten,  seem  to 
take  as  much  pleasure  in  the  exercises,  as  any 
of  the  children  ;  and  their  example  has  had  a 
happy  influence  upon  the  school. 

The  number  of  attendants  in  this  school 
(says  a  report  for  1831)  is  512  ;  consisting  of 
various  ages,  from  3  to  82  years,  and  embraces 
nineteen-twentieths  of  the  conore£ation. 

The  mothers  in  Israel  have  come  in,  and  the 
daughters  of  Zion  have  seemed  to  feel,  that  the 
idle  vacancy,  not  to  say  sinful  conversation,  of 
a  Sabbath's  intermission,  was  well  exchanged 
for  an  hour's  study  of  the  holy  Scriptures. 
Grey-headed  fathers,  too,  have  come  to  the 
same  place  with  their  grand-children,  and  on 
the  same  errand — to  learn  the  Bible. 

Our  school  (said  a  superintendent  in  1834) 
is  composed  of  persons  of  all  ages,  from  the 
child  of    4    to    the    venerable    grand-parent. 
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Nearly  all  the  Church  are  connected  with  the 
school.  Men  and  women  of  advanced  age, 
have  formed  themselves  into  classes,  appointed 
their  leaders,  and  pursued  the  same  studies  with 
the  rest  of  the  school.  This  has  had  a  very 
salutary  effect  on  the  younger  scholars. 

In  the  school  in  ,   there  are  7    adult 

classes  from  the  age  of  15  to  60,  who,  though 
constituting  nominally  a  Bible  class,  are  to  be 
regarded  as  belonging  to  the  school.  The 
number  of  adults  in  the  school  is  increasing, 
and  nearly  half  of  the  Church  are  connected 
with  it,  either  as  teachers  or  scholars. 

Of  450  members  of  the  Church  in ,  1 3 1 

are  connected  with  the  school  as  teachers  or 
scholars.  It  is  invariably  the  testimony  of  the 
aged  brothers  and  sisters,  who  are  connected 
w7ith  the  school,  that  the  happiest  hour  in  the 
week  is  the  hour  of  the  Sabbath  school. 

Nearly   all  the  stated  congregation  in , 

is  connected  with  the  school  ;  and  if  there  is 
any  portion  of  the  school  that  prizes  more 
highly  than  another,  its  advantages,  it  is  the 
adults.     They  find  themselves  amply  repaid  for 
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what,  at  first,  seemed  unpleasant,  in  sitting  down 
with  their  children  and  grand-children,  to  study 
the  word  of  God.  Nothing  would  induce  them 
to  give  up  the  privileges  which  they  enjoy  in 
the  school. 

"  I  think,"  says  a  superintendent,  "  that  I 
may  safely  say,  all  the  members  of  the  Church 
who  can  conveniently  attend,  are  in  the  school. 
It  is  truly  encouraging  to  see  our  fathers  and 
mothers  receiving  and  imparting  instruction 
from  the  same  portion  of  Scripture  with  the 
children." 

Our  school  (says  another  superintendent) 
includes  most  of  the  Society,  old  and  young. 

All  the  resident  members  of  the  Church,  in 

,  with  the  exception   of  6  or  8,  who  are 

prevented  by  sickness  or  the  care  of  families, 
are  members  of  the  school. 

In school,  fifteen  pews  are  rilled 

with  adult  females,  and  four  or  five  with  adult 
males,  who  meet  for  mutual  instruction.  About 
100  lads  and  young  men  are  connected  with 
the  school. 

The  ■ school  comprises  those  of 
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all  ages,  from  the  child  of  three  years,  to  the 
aged  man  of  more  than  three  score  and  ten.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  Church  is  connected 
with  the  school,  and  also  a  principal  part  of  the 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Society. 

The  school  in  S ,  consists  of  almost  all 

the  stated  members  of  the  congregation.  The 
adults  are  formed  into  classes  of  6  or  8  each, 
choose  their  own  teachers,  and  appear  as  much 
interested  as  any  in  the  school. 

The  Sabbath  school  in  P ,   includes  all 

ages.  Here  are  mingled  together  those  who 
are  tottering  on  the  brink  of  the  grave ;  those 
who  can  but  imperfectly  lisp  the  command- 
ments of  God.  About  20  are  near  the  age  of 
50  ;  10  of  60,  and  7  or  8  nearly  70. 

DELIGHTFUL    CHANGE. 

It  is  only  two  years  since  the  adult  classes 

were  attached   to  the  school  in  .     Then 

mothers  used  to  say,  "Go,"  now  they  say, 
"  Come."  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  the 
mother  lead  along  her  little  girls,  each  with 
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their  Bibles  in  their  hands,  and  put  them  in 
one  pew,  and  go  as  a  scholar  in  the  next 
herself. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  school  in  ,  embraces  those  of  all 

ages,  from  3  to  SO.  With  a  few  exceptions, 
the  whole  congregation  attend  the  school. 

A  more  interesting  school  I  have  never  seen  : 
all  seem  desirous  of  understanding  the  Word  of 
God — and  many,  1  trust,  that  they  may  obey 
it.  We  think  that  a  deep  interest  is  felt  in 
consequence  of  all  being  together.  The  adults 
give  character  to  the  school.  The  younger 
members  feel  the  importance  of  the  study  in 
which  the  older  ones  are  engaged. 

The  happy  effects  of  the  Sabbath  school  in 
this  town  are  perceptible  in  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. The  aged  have  opened  their  eyes  upon 
a  new  world.  The  Bible  has  become  the  de- 
lightful study  of  many  who,  till  within  three 
years,  scarcely  ever  perused  it.  Those  who 
are  passed  the  meridian  of  life  often  remark  to 
me  that  they  find  subjects  of  thought  and  inquiry 


104  SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS, 

which  never  suggested  themselves  to  them  till 
they  studied  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  others, 
or  to  give  answers  to  questions.  Our  adult 
classes  are  on  the  plan  of  mutual  instruction 
— and  I  think  tiiere  is  quite  as  much  interest 
manifested  among  them  as  among  the  youth, 
I  doubt  not  that  the  future  prosperity  of  reli- 
gion in  this  town  depends,  under  God,  as  much 
on  the  Sabbath  school  as  on  any  one  cause, 
and  perhaps  as  on  many  others.  The  spirit  of 
truth  has,  heretofore  delighted  to  own  this  in- 
strumentality. Nearly  all  the  conversions  which 
have  taken  place  since  my  connection  with  this; 
people,  have  been  among  the  members  of  the 
Sabbath  school.  When  other  parts  of  the 
congregation  have  been  like  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa,  the  Sabbath  school  has  been  a  verdant 
field. 

THIRD    EXAMPLE. 

At  the  commencement  of  1836,  an   effort 

was  made,  in ,  to  secure  the  influence  of 

the  Church,  by  their  presence  and  their  prayers. 
Before,  the  monthly  concert  had  been  very 
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thinly  attended,  and  but  few  of  the  members  of 
the  Church  had  been  connected  with  the  school. 
Now.,  nearly  all  the  Church  are,  in  some  way, 
connected  with  the  school,  and  the  concert  is 
fully  attended.  Nearly  $  150  have  been  raised 
for  the  library. 

There  has  been  added  to  our  school  a  goodly 
number  of  young  men.  and  many  more  are  be- 
ginning to  think  that  the  study  of  the  Bible  is 
not  so  degrading  as  they  have  been  wont  to 
suppose.  Among  this  class  are  some  instances 
of  seriousness,  which  it  is  hoped  will  result 
in  good. 

FOURTH    EXAMPLE. 

The  school  in  ,  was  unusually  interest- 
ing during  the  latter  part  of  1835,  and  the  first 
part  of  1836. 

This  was  remarked  by  all  strangers  who  vis- 
ited it.  But  what  was  the  best  evidence  of 
this  fact,  was  the  addition  that  was  made  to  the 
school,  of  all  ages  and  classes.  Young  men 
who,  previously,  had  shunned  the  school,  united, 
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formed  whole  classes,  and   enjoyed   the  privi- 
lege, and  were  also  greatly  profited. 

A    SURPRISE. 

At  a  meeting,  in  a  society  where  there  had 
never  before  been  a  Sabbath  school,  an  Agent 
made  an  effort,  in  1827  or  1828,  to  persuade 
the  young  people  to  become  Sabbath  school 
scholars,  that  the  school  might  take  a  respecta- 
ble character  from  its  commencement ;  when, 
to  the  surprise  of  all,  more  than  200,  over  14 
years  of  age,  stayed  after  the  afternoon  service 
the  next  day,  organized  themselves  into  class- 
es, and  chose  their  teachers.  This  school, 
in  less  than  two  months,  numbered  more  than 
500. 

RESOLUTION  FOR  ALL  TO  ADOPT. 

At  the  close  of  an  Agent's  address  to  a  meet- 
ing in  the  west  part  of  the  State,  in  1828,  after 
alluding  to  the  fact   that  a  neighboring  town 
was   laboring    to    bring    all    into  the  Sabbath 
school,  that  old  and  young,  in   the  interval  of 
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divine  service,  should  be  employed  in  teaching 
or  studying  the  Bible,  he  inquired  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  people  of  that  place  to 
follow  an  example  so  worthy  of  imitation  ? 
Some  with  locks  already  white  for  the  grave, 
said  they  would  become  Sabbath  school  schol- 
ars, and,  in  accents  tremulous  with  emotion, 
gave  thanks  to  God  that  they  could  now 
come  and  enjoy  the  privileges  with  which  he 
was  blessing  their  children.  The  following  re- 
solution was  then  almost  unanimously  adopted 
by  male  and  female,  viz :  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting  it  is  the  duty  of  every  person, 
not  prevented  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  be 
connected  with  a  Sabbath  school.  And  that 
we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  effect  this  object. 

variety  of  age   and  charater. 

The  school  in ,  includes  every  age  and 

every  grade.  In  one  class  may  be  seen  the 
oldest  lady  in  the  congregation,  in  another,  the 
youngest  child  that  can  speak  the  name  of 
Jesus,  and  comprehend  the  truths  of  his  reli- 
gion.    The  lisping  infant,  the  parent  in    the 
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vigor  of  middle  life,  and  the  grand-parent,  trem- 
bling on  account  of  age,  are  all  there  ;  all  sit 
together  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  his  prophets 
and  apostles.  The  directors  (men  of  wealth, 
intelligence  and  influence)  do  not  deem  it 
enough  to  furnish  the  means  and  touch  the 
mainspring  behind  the  curtain,  but  have  formed 
themselves  into  a  class  that  they  may  speak 
the  louder  language,  and  exert  the  wider  in- 
fluence of  example.  Parents  do  not  say  to  re- 
luctant families,  go  to  the  Sabbath  school,  but 
come  with  us,  is  their  language  to  children  who 
would  on  no  account  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
accompanying  them  to  school. 

MUTUAL    INSTRUCTION. 

Some  of  the   adult  classes  in  the  school  at 
,  adopt  the  system  of  mutual  instruction. 


Most  of  them,  however,  have  teachers.  The 
influence  of  these  classes  is  most  salutary.  They 
at  once  give  dignity  and  impart  interest  to  the 
school.  It  is  no  longer  necessary  that  lads  and 
misses  should  leave  the  school  soon  after  they 
have  entered  their  teens,  in  order  to  maintain  a 
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dignity  suited  to  their  advancing  years  ;  and  as 
to  younger  children ,  they  are  always  interested 
in  employments  in  which  they  see  their  elders, 
especially  their  parents  engaging  with  them. 

AN    EXCUSE    REMOVED. 

When  the  Sabbath  school  in  L ,  first 

commenced  in  1826,  it  consisted  mostly  of 
children.  A  few  female  members  of  the 
Church,  on  being  invited,  formed  themselves 
into  classes  called  high  classes,  on  the  principle 
of  mutual  instruction,  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
away  the  excuse  which  has  often  rested  on  the 
minds  of  adults,  that  they  were  too  large  to  go 
to  the  Sabbath  school.  Not  being  satisfied 
with  this,  the  male  members  of  the  Church 
were  invited  to  be  their  teachers.  They  were 
urged  to  make  exertions  to  increase  the  number, 
and  every  one  did  something  to  bring  in  the 
impenitent.  Soon  the  vestry  was  filled.  It 
has  been  an  object  to  do  away  with  every  name, 
except  Sabbath  school,  and  now,  probably,  no 
one  thinks  himself  or  herself  too  old  to  attend. 
10 
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a  pastor's    VICTORY, 


The  pastor  in  G ,  who  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  school,  remarks,  "  Since  I  have  been 
connected  with  this  Church  and  school,  1  have 
said  and  done  much  to  induce  young  men  to 
connect  themselves  with  the  Sabbath  school ; 
but  have  not  prevailed  with  many,  till  of  late  ; 
and  though  the  number  at  present  is  small, 
compared  with  what  it  might  be  and  should  be, 
yet  it  is  increasing,  and  affords  new  life,  joy, 
and  courage  to  the  whole  school,  and  to  all  its 
friends.  The  number,  though  a  little  short  oi 
20,  is  considered  the  earnest  of  better  things. 
We  look  upon  it  as  a  little  victory  gained 
over  ignorance,  timidity  and  opposition" 

INFLUENCE    OF    EXAMPLE. 

In  the   Sabbath  school  in  C ,  there  are 

two  classes  of  young  ladies.  The  establish- 
ment of  these  classes  has  done  much  to  increase 
the  influence  and  usefulness  of  our  school. 
They  provide  a  remedy  for  one  of  the  greatest 
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evils  with  which  our  school  has  had  to  contend  : 
and  that  is,  the  impression  which  has  too  gener- 
ally prevailed  among  the  scholars,  when  they 
arrive  at  an  age  most  likely  to  be  benefitted, 
that  they  have  "  grown  out  of  Sabbath  school," 
— are  too  old  longer  to  attend.  If  they  can  at 
this  age  be  retained  in  classes  of  this  descrip- 
tion, until  they  are  qualified  for  teachers,  we 
may  expect  our  schools  will,  in  this  way,  supply 
themselves  with  teachers,  who  will  be  better 
qualified  and  more  successful,  than  any 
that  have  gone  before  them.  One  of  these 
classes,  the  last  year,  furnished  the  school  with 
4  teachers. 

THE    AGED    AND    THE     YOUNG. 

The  school  in  — — ,  includes  scholars  of  all 
ages,  from  4  years  old  to  eighty-nine.  205  of 
the  278  scholars,  are  over  14  years  of  age. 

Not  only  the  older  part  of  the  youth  and  the 
middle  aged,  have,  in  many  instances,  become 
members  of  the  Sabbath  school,  but  in  some 
sanctuaries,  within  the  limits  of  one  county,  may 
be  seen   in  one   corner  the  aged  of   trembling 
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limbs  and  hoary  locks,  listening  to  the  word  of 
life ;  and  in  another,  the  little  children  formed 
into  an  infant  school,  repeating  their  hymns  of 
praise  and  reciting  the  story  of  Joseph  and  the 
babe  of  Bethlehem.  Three  infant  Sabbath 
schools  have  been  established  within  that  coun- 
ty during  the  year,  and  the  success  which  has 
attended  them  has  impressed  every  eye-wit- 
ness with  a  deep  conviction  of  their  utility,  and 
of  the  vast  importance  of  their  being  extended 
far  and  wide. 

THE    SABBATH    SCHOLAR    OF     EIGHTY. 

"  Well,"  said  an  old  gentleman  of  80,  "  I'm 
in  the  Sabbath  school,  yet." 

"  You  have  been  studying  the  Bible  now  so 
long,  don't  you  find  it  becomes  rather  dry  ?" 

"  No,  no,rit  is  always  new  ;  the  older  I  grow, 
the  newer  and  better  it  seems." 

A    MAN    OF    INFLUENCE. 

The  superintendent   in ,  speaks  of  a 

man  of  influence  w7ho  had  felt  but  little  inter- 
est in  religious  subjects  till  he  became  connect- 
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ed  with  an  adult  class  in  the  Sabbath  school. 
He  now  appears  to  be  a  Christian,  and  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  benevolent  operations  of  the 
day.  We  have  none  too  old  or  too  young,  if 
they  can  lisp  the  name  of  Jesus,  to  study  the 
word  of  God.  The  man  of  three  score  years 
and  ten,  and  the  child  are  found  in  our  school, 
engaged  in  this  delightful  work. 

A    MISTAKE    CORRECTED. 

At  a    Sabbath  school  concert,  a  short  time 

since,  Mr. ,  who  was  hopefully  converted 

during  the  revival,  said,  "  I  always  thought  the 
Sabbath  school  was  a  good  institution,  and 
that  children  ought  to  attend  ;  but  I  never  once 
thought  it  was  for  me.v  He  is  now  one  of  the 
most  attentive  learners. 

GREAT    INTEREST. 

In   the  school   in ,  there  are   3   adult 

classes  of  females,  30  in  number,  on  the  plan 
of  mutual  instruction.  Says  one  of  them,  over 
sixty  years  of  age,  "  I  can  hardly  wait  for  the 
Sabbath  to  come."     Indeed,  there  is   a  deep 

10* 
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and  general  interest  pervading  them  all.  These 
adult  classes  have  greatly  encouraged  the  whole 
school  by  their  example  and  their  manifest  in- 
terest in  the  study  of  the  Scriptures.  It  has 
completely  removed  the  feeling,  heretefore  in- 
dulged, among  the  older  classes  of  youth,  that 
they  were  too  old  to  go  to  the  Sabbath  school. 

LOVE    OF    THE    SCHOOL. 

In  the  school   in ,  both  teachers   and 

scholars,  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  are 
apparently  much  interested  in  the  study  of  the 
sacred  volume.  When  it  is  not  convenient  for 
persons  to  attend  meeting  through  the  day, 
they  are  certain  to  be  present  in  the  forenoon, 
that  they  may  not  be  absent  from  the  Sabbath 
school. 

AN  AGED  SCHOLAR  CONVERTED. 

Many  with  whitened  Jocks  united  with  the 

Sabbath  school  in ,  in    1835.     One  of 

this  class  of  persons  had  not  been  to  any  reli- 
gious meeting,  before  she  joined  the  school,  for 
sixteen  years.     She  now  appears  as  a  little 
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child,  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Christ  to  learn  of 
Him. 

SUCCESSFUL    EFFORTS. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  with  us,  (says 
the  pastor  in  — ,)  to  bring  the  entire  congre- 
gation into  the  Sabbath  school.  At  first,  we 
found  many  who  entertained  the  idea  that 
Sabbath  schools  were  intended  and  suited  only 
for  children, — they  were  too  old,  or  too  well 
versed  in  a  knowledge  of  God's  word,  to  conde- 
scend to  become  connected  with  this  institution. 
Possibly,  in  some  cases,  the  loss  of  a  dinner  was 
a  weighty  objection  to  uniting  with  the  school. 
Our  efforts  have  been  to  remove  these  objec- 
tions,— to  convince  the  older  portion  of  the 
congregation,  that  no  one  can  be  too  old  to 
study  God's  word,  or  to  study  it  in  connection 
with  the  Sabbath  school, — that  no  one  can  be 
too  learned  to  receive  instruction  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus — and  that  the  bread  of  life  and  the  water 
of  life  are  to  be  preferred  to  those  meats  and 
drinks  which  perish  with  using. 


. 
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To  effect  this  object,  and  to  bring  those  under 
the  influence  of  Sabbath  school  instruction  who 
would  never  come  unless  invited  or  perhaps 
urged,  individuals  have  taken  upon  themselves 
the  business  of  raising  a  class  by  inviting  them. 
In  some  cases  a  teacher  has  had  two  or  three 
scholars  committed  to  his  care,  with  the  expec- 
tation that  he  would  fill  up  his  class  with  indi- 
viduals who  must  be  invited  to  join  the  Sabbath 
school. 

In  this  way,  we  have  brought  the  great  ma- 
jority of  our  congregation  into  our  school.  Old 
and  young,  parent  and  child,  study  and  recite 
the  same  lesson,  mutually  encouraging  each 
other.  All  feel  an  increased  and  an  increasing 
interest  in  this  institution  ;  and  we  look  forward 
with  strong  confidence  tp  a  rich  harvest  of  souls 
that  shall  be  saved  by  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  our  labors, 

AS    IT    SHOULD    BE. 

The  school  in  R— — ,  during  the  year  1835, 
embraced    all  who  belonged   to  the  So- 
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ciety.     A  deep  interest   was   manifested  by 
young  and  old. 


PLANS  FOR  AWAKENING  IN- 
TEREST. 

RECORDS  AND  QUARTERLY  REPORTS. 

Records  are  kept  of  every  scholar's  attend- 
ance, conduct  and  recitations — an  abstract  of 
which  is  read,  once  in  three  months,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  scholars,  and  of  such  of  their  pa- 
rents and  friends  as  are  willing  to  be  present. 
This  practice  has  been  attended  with  good 
effect,  particularly  in  removing  prejudices,  se- 
curing punctual  attendance,  and  causing  a 
deeper  interest  in  Sabbath  schools. 

RECORD     OF     ATTENDANCE     AND     PUNCTUALITY 
OF    TEACHERS. 

In street  school,  a  record  is  kept  of  the 

attendance,  and  sometimes  of  the  punctuality 
of  the  teachers.     This  last  measure  is  not  very 
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convenient,  though  desirable.  The  result  is, 
that  a  teacher  is  never  absent,  except,  from  sick- 
ness or  absence  from  town,  and  with  two  or 
three  exceptions,  they  are  very  punctual  in 
their  attendance  ;  when  not  so,  it  is  owing  to 
their  going  in  quest  of  scholars,  who  will  not 
otherwise  attend. 

SCHOLARS    CHOOSING    THEIR    OWN    TEACHERS, 

The  Sabbath  school  in   ,  commenced 

the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1828,  with  28  teach- 
ers and  125  scholars.  It  continued  to  increase 
till  September,  of  the  same  year,  when  it  num- 
bered 35  teachers  and  320  scholars.  The 
number  of  scholars  under  10  years  of  age,  was 
sixty-two;  between  10  and  15,  fifty-two;  be- 
tween 15  and  20,  eighty-five,  and  over  20,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one. 

The  plan  of  forming  the  school  was,  to  let 
all  those  of  competent  age,  ckss  themselves 
and  choose  their  own  teacher.  This  had  a 
very  pleasing  effect  in  inducing  many  adults  to 
attend,  and  thereby  increase  ihe  interest  of  the 
school. 
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During  the  recitations,  perfect  freedom  has 
been  used  in  asking  questions,  and  in  giving 
plain  practical  remarks. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  school  in ,  was  organized  in  1826. 

In  1829,  it  was  represented  as  having  been  in 
a  state  of  progress  from  year  to  year.  At  that 
time,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  all  the 
families,  in  the  several  districts,  and  give  a  gen- 
eral invitation  to  all  to  become  members  of  the 
school.  A  meeting  was  appointed,  and  a  large 
number  of  persons  were  particularly  invited  to 
attend.  At  this  meeting  several  resolutions 
were  passed,  in  which  those  present  gave 
pledges  to  use  their  influence  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  school. 

In  re-organizino;  the  school,  on  the  last  Sab- 
bath  in  May,  the  congregation  were  classed 
according  to  age,  and  requested  to  make  choice 
of  their  respective  teachers.  The  school,  that 
season,  was  increased  220.  The  whole  num- 
ber belonging  to  the  school,  was  540,  most  of 
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whom  attended  with  a  good  degree  of  punc- 
tuality. 

SUCCESSFUL    EXPERIMENT. 

In  April,  1 828,  it  was  publicly  proposed  in 
,  that  the  Sabbath  school  should  be  con- 


ducted, that  season,  on  a  different  plan  from 
the  one  usually  pursued ; — that  the  whole  con- 
gregation should  be,  in  some  way,  connected 
with  the  school.  Several  meetings  were  held 
for  consultation,  at  one  of  which  resolutions 
were  adopted,  and  pledges  given  by  every  indi- 
vidual present,  that  they  would  make  special 
efforts  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  school,  and 
particularly  to  induce  all,  of  every  age,  to  at- 
tend. These  efforts  were  attended  with  unex- 
pected success.  The  number  of  scholars  was 
increased  to  upwards  of  290.  Of  these,  136 
were  between  20  and  80  years  of  age. 

VARIOUS    PLANS. 

The  probable  cause  of  the  increase  of  inter- 
est in  the  school  in  ,  may  be  ascribed 
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principally  to  the  efforts  of  faithful  teachers 
and  their  scholars,  to  seek  out,  and  induce  all 
who  came  within  their  influence  to  attend  the 
school ;  and  also  to  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  to  render  every  meeting  of  the  school  on 
the  Sabbath — every  meeting  of  the  teachers, 
which  has  been  held  regularly  on  every  Satur- 
day evening — and  every  monthly  concert  of 
prayer  for  Sabbath  schools,  increasingly  inter- 
esting. This  has  been  done  on  the  Sabbath, 
by  relating  an  interesting  anecdote,  illustrative 
of  some  important  religious  principle — or  by 
giving  out  some  interesting  question  to  be  ans- 
wered from  the  Bible,  besides  the  regular  les- 
son— or  by  requiring  a  brief  Scripture  history  of 
some  town  on  the  map  of  Palestine,  remarkable 
on  account  of  its  connection  with  the  history  of 
Jesus  Christ — and  generally,  by  keeping  the 
school  in  constant  anticipation  of  something 
novel,  interesting  and  profitable,  on  every 
Sabbath  succeeding  the  present.  It  has  been 
done  in  the  teachers'  weekly  meetings,  by  re- 
quiring the  teachers  not  only  to  tell  what  they 
know  about  the  lesson  for  the  coming  Sabbath, 
11 
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but  how  they  would  illustrate  it  to  their  classes, 
so  as  to  be  the  most  intelligible  and  interesting. 
It  has  been  clone  in  the  monthly  concert  of 
prayer  for  Sabbath  schools,  by  collecting 
the  most  striking  facts  that  came  to  hand,  in 
religious  newspapers  and  Sabbath  school  pe- 
riodicals, during  the  month  previous,  which 
showed  the  utility  and  importance  of  Sabbath 
schools,  and  then  arranging  them  in  proper 
order,  and  presenting  them,  interspersed  with  a 
few  pertinent  remarks  and  inferences. 


WRITING    BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

During  one  season,  the  Bible  classes  in  - 


were  required,  in  addition  to  the  usual  exercises, 
to  write  a  biographical  sketch  of  seme  Scrip- 
ture characters.  This  was  believed  to  be  a 
profitable  exercise,  and  some  of  the  pupils  gave 
excellent  specimens  of  this  species  of  com- 
pilation. 

WRITING    ANSWERS    TO   THE    QUESTIONS. 

The   next  season,  the  exercise   mentioned 
above,  was  changed  to  that  of  writing  out  the 
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answers  to  the  more  difficult  questions,  in  a 
small  book  prepared  for  the  purpose.  This 
exercise,  also,  was  thought  to  be  a  profitable 
one,  inasmuch  as  it  constrained  to  careful  re- 
flection, and  to  a  full  and  entire  result,  clothed 
in  proper  language.  Thus  the  mind  was  dis- 
ciplined to  thinking,  connection,  deduction  and 
expression. 

ONE    CLASS    PUBLICLY    EXAMINED    WEEKLY. 

Every  Sabbath,  some  one  class  in  the  school 

in  ,  has  been   publicly  examined  on   the 

lesson,  that  it  might  be  distinctly  seen  what  at- 
tention had  been  -given  to  it ;  and  as  the  pa- 
rents of  the  children  usually  favored  the  school 
with  their  presence,  this  method  was  productive 
of  happy  effects. 

SCRIPTURE    PROOFS,    COMPOSITIONS,    &£C. 

Practical  questions  have  been  answrered  by 
Scripture  proofs,  by  all  the  classes,  nearly  every 
Sabbath.  The  three  older  classes  have  been 
made  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  evidences  of 
the  inspiration  of    the  Scriptures,  and    given 
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them  verbally  or  in  writing.  Compositions 
have  been  frequently  exhibited  by  the  high 
class,  on  various  Scripture  characters,  &c. 

Every  Sabbath,  the  superintendent  has  read 
to  the  scholars  some  interesting  story,  calcu- 
lated to  produce  a  serious  impression  ;  and  it  is 
believed,  from  the  deep  attention  and  tender- 
ness of  feeling  manifested,  that  many  of  the 
incidents  related  to  these  young  listeners,  have 
found  their  way  to  the  heart,  and  will  never  be 
forgotten. 

It  has  been  a  principal  object  with  the  su- 
perintendent so  to  vary  the  exercises  that  some- 
thing new  might  be  expected  every  Sabbath, 
so  that  they  should  not  become  wearisome, 
particularly  to  the  more  intelligent  scholars. 

INFLUENCE    OF    A    GENERAL    VISITATION. 

A  committee  was  chosen  from  among  the 
teachers  in  — ■ —  street  school,  in  1833,  to 
visit  every  family  in  the  parish.  This  duty 
they  performed  with  good  success.  Forty- 
seven  were  added  to  the  school.  The  commit- 
tee  were   generally  well    received ;    and  the 
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parents  appeared  to  feel  grateful  to  them,  for 
the  interest  they  took  in  the  welfare  of  their 
children. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  male  teachers  in  ■ ,  have  adopted 

a  resolution  to  visit  all  the  families  connected 
with  the  Society,  who  do  not  send  their  chil- 
dren to  the  Sabbath  school — and  are  now  en- 
gaged in  carrying  this  resolution  into  effect. 
The  result  has  been  in  two  or  three  weeks,  to 
bring  in  between  40  or  50  children  into  the 
Sabbath  school. 

STILL    ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

In  June,  1827,  the  school  in  ,  which 

had  usually  averaged  rather  more  than  200,  was 
commenced  with  about  120.  This  diminution 
arose  from  the  formation  of  a  new  school  and 
society  in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  Soon 
after  the  re- organization  of  the  school,  the 
teachers  visited  nearly  every  family  in  the 
parish,  and  the  number  of  scholars  was  increased 
to  330 ;  80  of  whom  were  over  15  years  of 
11* 
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age.  Two  small  neighborhood  schools  were 
also  formed,  containing  about  30  each.  The 
school  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  numbered 
over  200. 

Thus  it  appears  that  from  a  little  effort  on 
the  part  of  teachers,  there  was  an  increase  of 
400  scholars  in  one  season,  and  600  were 
placed  under  the  influence  of  Sabbath  schools, 
where  there  were  never  before  over  225.  In 
November,  1827,  the  school  for  the  first  time 
was  opened  for  the  winter,  with  about  100 
scholars.  The  parish  was  again  visited  by  the 
teachers,  and  the  school  has  since  increased, 
till  it  now,  (the  spring  of  1828,)  numbers  270. 
The  numbers  increased  every  Sabbath. 

A  FOURTH    EXAMPLE. 

The  school  in  N ,  previous    to 

1831,  was  small  and  feeble,  never  exceeding 
100,  and  was  not  continued  through  the  winter. 
The  school  was  confined  to  children  ;  the  youth 
of  15  years  and  upward,  thinking  themselves 
too  old  to  attend.  A  successful  effort  was 
l»ade  in  the  summer  of  1831,  to  bring  adults 
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into  the  school,  and  in  this  way,  the  school  was 
enlarged,  so  that  during  the  winter  of  1831  and 
2,  the  average  number  was  114,  including  the 
most  unpleasant  Sabbaths.  In  the  spring  of 
1832,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  every 
family,  and  invite  every  person  in  the  society  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  the 
result  of  which  was  an  enlargement  of  the 
school  to  230  scholars  and  31  teachers;  ages 
from  4  to  45,  and  an  increased  interest  in  the 
school  throughout  the  society. 

CERTIFICATE    FOR    EVERY    NEW   SCHOLAR. 

The  scholars  in  L ,  have  been  requested 

to  explore  certain  parts  of  the  town,  and  per- 
suade children  to  come  to  the  school.,  with  the 
promise  of  a  certificate  for  every  new  scholar 
thus  permanently  secured.  This  method  has 
been  very  successful. 


INFLUENCE    OF    A    MINISTER^    ASTONISHMENT. 

The  astonishment  which  a  neighboring 
minister  expressed  at  the  apparent  want  of  in- 
terest taken  in  the  school  in  S — — -,  by  those 
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who  ought  to  sustain  it,  and  his  pertinent,  faith- 
ful and  persuasive  exhortations  on  that  occa- 
sion, roused  the  dormant  feelings  of  many  who 
could  teach,  to  be  ready  to  come  up  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord,  and  many  who  were  suitable 
for  scholars  to  enrol  their  names  among  the 
members  of  the  school. 

FOURTH    OF    JULY    EFFORT. 

The  proposition  for  a  general,  simultaneous 
effort  to  be  made  on  the  4th  of  July,  1833, 
was  received  by  the  Sabbath  School  Society 
in  U- ,  with  much  satisfaction,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  with  great  interest.  A  meeting  of  the 
society  was  held  sometime  previous  to  the  4th 
of  July,  at  which  forty-one  visiters  were  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect.  Each 
visiter  had  a  field  assigned  him,  containing  from 
6  to  10  families.  At  a  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon of  that  day,  an  address  was  delivered  by 
the  pastor,  after  which  the  visiters  made  their 
reports,  which  were  favorable  beyond  expecta- 
tion. They  were  received  cordially  by  nearly 
every  family  in  town.     Families  from  whom 
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opposition  was  expected,  received  them  with 
apparent  satisfaction,  and  appeared  to  view  the 
effort  as  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.  From  the  nature  of  the  reports,  the 
Sabbath  School  Society  thought  it  advisable 
and  expedient,  to  establish  branch  schools  in 
such  parts  of  the  town  as  would  accommodate 
all  those  who  were  disposed  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  Sabbath  school  instruction  ;  and  to  obviate 
the  objection  which  many  made  to  attending 
Sabbath  schools,  on  account  of  the  distance 
at  whfeh  they  lived  from  them.  The  whole 
amount  of  good  done  by  this  effort,  will  not 
probably  be  known  until  the  great  day  of  ac- 
counts. Four  schools  were  established,  con- 
taining eighty-Jive  scholars,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  having  resulted  wholly  from  the 
influence  of  the  visits.  Two  others  were  con- 
templated, and  desired,  but  for  certain  reasons, 
it  was  thought  to  be  inexpedient  to  establish 
them.  Many  of  the  teachers,  who  conducted 
these  schools  went  three  miles  to  their  fields  of 
labor.  Besides  these,  there  were  a  considera- 
ble number  added   to  the  school  in  the  centre 
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of  the  town,  and   to  three  other  schools  that 
were  established  before  this  effort  was  made. 


VISITATION    BY    THE    LADIES. 

Special    means  have   been    used   in 


school,  to  increase  the  number  of  scholars. 
The  ladies  in  the  senior  classes,  appointed 
committees  to  visit  given  sections  of  the  town, 
and  call  upon  every  family  in  the  congregation, 
and  others  not  regularly  connected  with  any 
other  congregation,  with  a  view  of  interesting 
all  such  persons  to  unite  with  that  or  some 
other  Sabbath  school.  Children  were  invited 
to  do  what  they  could  in  getting  other  children 
to  attend  the  school.  The  result  of  their  efforts, 
was  the  addition  of  more  than  one  hundred 
scholars.  Afterwards  young  men,  and  at  a 
still  later  day,  the  middle  aged  and  the  aged, 
were  invited  to  take  an  agency  in  this  labor 
of  love. 

RECIPROCAL     VISITS. 

In ,  two  or  three  delegates  are  chosen, 

once  a  quarter,  to  visit  the  Sabbath  schools  and 
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concerts,  in  two  neighboring  towns.  These 
visits  are  reciprocated  by  the  other  schools. 
This  plan  is  attended  with  good  results  to  each 
of  the  schools  thus  associated. 

teachers'  and  scholars'  private 

CONCERT. 

The    teachers  and  pupils,  in   some  of  the 

classes  in ,  have  observed   a  concert  of 

prayer.  At  a  specified  hour  they  have  retired 
to  their  closets  to  implore  the  blessing  of  God. 
In  these  classes  several  cases  of  hopeful  conver- 
sion have  occurred.  In  other  classes,  the 
teachers  have  seemed  to  feel  slightly  their  re- 
sponsibleness,  and,  probably,  have  prayed  but 
little,  and  there  have  been  no  conversions. 

MUTUAL    QUESTIONS. 

Says  the  superintendent  in  N ,  There 

appears  to  be  a  greater  interest  in  our  school 
than  we  have  ever  known  before.  This  we 
attribute,  in  some  degree,  to  the  variety  of  ex- 
ercises in  the  school.  At  the  close  of  the 
school,    the  superintendent   occasionally  pro- 
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poses  a  few  questions  from  the  lesson  to  different 
classes  ;  and  then  the  teachers,  in  turn,  propose 
to  him  some  of  the  most  difficult  and  interesting 
questions  in  the  lesson,  to  be  answered  before 
the  school.  This  never  fails  to  receive  the 
whole  attention  of  the  school. 

MODE  OF  CONDUCTING  A  SCHOOL. 

Much  pains  has  been  taken  to  reduce  the 

street  school  to  order  and  system.     When 

the  hour  for  commencing  the  exercises  arrives, 
the  bell  strikes,  and  a  book  is  held  up,  by 
which  the  scholars  understand  that  they  are  to 
attend  to  prayers  ;  and  they  immediately  rise, 
fold  their  hands  and  close  their  eyes,  their 
teachers  standing  directly  before  them. 

One  subject  only  is  presented  to  the  school 
on  the  same  Sabbath.  A  motto  in  large  char- 
acters, is  hung  up  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the 
school,  where  all  can  see  it,  consisting  of  the 
prominent  verse  or  sentiment  in  the  lesson  of 
the  day. 

Questions  are  proposed  monthly  to  the  schol- 
ars, and   all  who  are  capable  are  desired  to 
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brin<r  written  answers  from  the  Bible.  For 
example — "  How  can  you  prove  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  parents  to  correct  disobedient  chil- 
dren ?"  These  answers  are  corrected  by  the 
superintendent,  and  returned  to  ihe  scholars. 
This  exercise  has  become  quite  general  in  the 
school.  The  library  continues  to  be  very 
useful  in  securing  punctuality  and  correct 
conduct. 

While  the  evenings  are  of  sufficient  length, 
a  weekly  meeting  is  held,  attended  by  all  the 
elder  boys,  from  25  to  40  in  number.  Famil- 
iar religious  instruction  is  given  at  these  meet- 
ings, and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
have  already  been  productive  of  much  good. 

DISTRIBUTION    OF    A   TRACT* 

The  rapid  increase  of  numbers  in  the  Sabbath 
school  in  R — — ,  is  attributed,  principally,  to 
the  influence  of  Tract  No.  187,  published  by 
the  American  Tract  Society,  a  copy  of  which 
was,  as  far  as  practicable,  sent  to  every  family 
in  the  parish,  where  there  were  children  of  a 
suitable  age  to  attend  the  school,  previous  to 
12 
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its  being  opened.     The  hymns  on  that  tract  are 
used  at  the  concert. 

pastor's  new  year's  gift. 

On  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  year,  the  pastor 

in gave  public  notice  that  he  intended  to 

give  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament,  as  a  new 
year's  present,  the  next  Sabbath,  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation  under  16  years  of  age,, 
who  was  now  destitute.  He  distributed  about 
50  copies  with  his  own  hand.  The  children 
and  youth  appeared  to  be  much  gratified  with 
their  new  year's  gift.  He  preached  on  the 
duty  and  blessedness  of  early  piety.  After  he 
had  distributed  the  Testaments,  he  observed  to 
the  recipients  that  he  had  one  request  to  make,, 
and  he  presumed  they  would  readily  comply. 
It  was  this  :  "that  they  would  promise  him  and 
each  other,  that  they  would  read  a  chapter  and 
commit  a  verse  every  day,  that  should  be  re- 
peated to  some  member  of  the  family."  Now 
to  do  this  will  consume  much  of  your  time. 
But  as  many  of  you  as  are  willing  to  gratify 
your  pastor  in  this  request,  will  please  to  rise ; 
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and  they  did.  He  then  observed  to  them,  that 
they  had  now  formed  a  society  for  reading  and 
repeating  the  Scriptures. 

Thev  are  now  engaged   \n   fulfilling    their 
pledge. 

ORIGIN    OF    A    REVIVAL. 

Some  few  months  since,  (said  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  school  in ,  in  1836,)  at  a  regular 

monthly  meeting  of  teachers,  the  question, 
"  How  can  we  secure  the  salvation  of  our 
pupils?"  was  discussed,  and  resulted  in  a  re- 
solution that  we,  as  teachers,  would  make  spe- 
cial and  direct  effort,  to  secure  the  immediate 
conversion  of  our  pupils.  We  solemnly  pledged 
ourselves,  in  the  presence  of  God,  to  engage  in 
the  responsible  duties  imposed  upon  us  as 
teachers,  with  increased  energy — to  make  cer- 
tain individuals  subjects  of  special  prayer.  We 
established,  in  both  departments  of  the  school, 
extra  prayer  meetings  ;  and  so  far  as  convenient, 
met  and  conversed  with  our  pupils  at  their  res- 
pective homes.  We  believe  our  teachers  felt  a 
deep  solicitude  for  the  early  conversion  of  their 
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dear  pupils, — and  offered  many  fervent,  impor- 
tunate prayers  in  their  hehalf;  and  the  result 
has  been  what  might  reasonably  have  been 
expected.  The  windows  of  Heaven  were 
opened,  and  showers  of  mercy  and  grace  came 
down  like  the  drops  of  the  morning.  Many  of 
our  dear  charge  have  consecrated  themselves  to 
the  service  of  their  Redeemer,  in  the  morning 
of  their  day  ;  and  the  blessed  work  is  still  going 
on  silently. 

MEETING    FOB.    CHILDREN. 

As  an  experiment,  the  superintendent  and 
teachers  of  M street  Sabbath  school,  es- 
tablished on  the  5th  of  July,  1835,  a  regular 
service  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  school-room, 
commencing  fifteen  minutes  after  the  Sabbath 
school  exercise  closes ;  and  about  40  to  50 
children  are  usually  present.  The  superintend- 
ent, and  several  of  the  teachers,  in  rotation, 
have  conducted  the  service,  and  made  use  of 
such  works  as  "Todd's  Lectures  to  Children" 
as  the  ground  of  their  remarks.  Prayer,  read- 
ing the  Scriptures  alternately,  by  teacher  and 
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scholars :  singing,  exhortation,  &lc,  consumes 
the  time  allotted,  which  is  about  the  usual  time 
spent  in  meeting. 

ANNUAL    SOLEMNITIES. 

The  days  of  Thanksgiving  and   Fast  have 

been  observed  by  the  M street  school,  and 

it  has  given  great  pleasure  to  the  superintendent 
and  teachers  to  notice  such  general  attendance 
on  these  days ;  and  particularly  on  the  day  of 
Thanksgiving,  to  have  the  apartment  filled  to 
overflowing,  with  the  parents  and  friends  of  the 
scholars.  When  we  can  enjoy  the  cordial  co- 
operation of  these,  we  shall  feel  greatly  en- 
couraged in  our  labors. 

ILLUMINATED    DIAGRAMS. 

As  the  mind  is  frequently  instructed  through 

the   eye,    the   superintendent   of  the   M 

street  school,  has  endeavored,  (on  a  week-day 
or  evening,)  to  convey  some  instruction  to  his 
young  friends,  by  means  of  the  Magic  Lantern. 
He  has  confined  himself  principally  to  objects 
connected  with  the  Scripture  history ;  and  by 
12* 
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vivid  and  beautiful  delineations  of  animals, 
scenes,  and  objects  of  various  kinds,  upon  the 
screen,  magnified  to  a  great  extent.  He  is  not 
without  hopes  that  salutary  impressions  have 
been  made,  striking  and  durable  ;  so  that  when- 
ever the  passage  of  Scripture  occurs,  touching 
these  objects,  the  association  with  the  diagram 
will  be  so  strong  as  to  give  something  of  dis- 
tinctness and  reality  to  the  sentiment ;  making 
it,  as  it  were,  present  to  the  eye  as  well  as  af- 
fecting to  the  mind.  Many  parents  and  friends 
of  the  children  have  been  present  at  these  ex- 
hibitions, and  expressed  great  approbation  and 
pleasure. 

MONTHLY    CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  adoption  of  the  system  of  monthly  con- 
tributions on  the  Sabbath,  has  done  much  to 
increase  the  interest  of  the  Sabbath  school  in 
A .  We  have  now,  (says  the  superin- 
tendent,) nearly  completed  the  round  of  the 
several  benevolent  societies,  since  we  com- 
menced the  system.  Notice  is  given  a  week 
beforehand,  of  the  object  of  the  next  contribu- 
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tion.  Remarks  are  made,  anecdotes  related, 
and  facts  stated  by  the  superintendent,  in  order 
to  prepare  the  school  to  give  cheerfully  and  in- 
telligently for  its  promotion.  A  uniformly  in- 
creasing contribution  has  thus  far  given  sub- 
stantial evidence  of  an  increasing  interest  in  the 
cause  of  benevolence.  Six  or  eight  dollars  is 
usually  the  amount  of  the  collection.  One  re- 
cently contributed  for  the  mission  to  Persia, 
amounted  to  $18.  The  monthly  sum  may  in- 
deed appear  small,  but  when  we  reflect  that  in 
the  course  of  the  year  it  swells  into  75  or  $  100, 
it  is  by  no  means  trifling. 

VISITS    TO    THE    PASTOR    AND    HIS    WIFE. 

One  measure  in  A ,  which  has  produced 

a  great  amount  of  good  feeling,  both  among 
parents  and  scholars,  and  done  much  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  school,  is  the  following: — An 
invitation  was  given  to  all  the  girls  under  16, 
who  belonged  to  the  school,  and  those  who 
would  unite  with  it,  within  two  weeks,  to  make 
the  wife  of  their  pastor  some  social,  religious 
visits.     These  visits  were  made  on  different 
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days,  and  by  three  divisions.  First,  all  under 
8  years  of  age  ;  second,  those  between  8  and 
12;  and  third,  those  between  12  and  16.  At 
the  three  meetings,  eighty  were  present.  They 
were  entertained  by  Infant  and  Sabbath  school 
anecdotes,  familiar  religious  instruction,  &c* 
Some  of  the  first  division  were  asked  if  they 
belonged  to  the  school?  They  answered — 
u  No,  ma'm."  They  were  then  told  that  none 
were  expected  at  that  meeting  but  Sabbath 
school  scholars.  "  But,"  said  the  little  girls, 
"we  are  going  to  the  Sabbath  schools  The 
next  Sabbath,  a  new  class  had  to  be  formed. 

A  similar  invitation  was  given  to  the  boys 
under  16  years  of  age,  to  make  their  pastor  a 
visit.  When  the  hour  arrived,  sixty  were  pre- 
sent. It  was  a  season  of  peculiar  interest,  and 
profit  to  the  children,  and  will  be  long  remem- 
bered. 

RECITATIONS    IN    A    WHISPER. 

"Within  a  few  weeks,"  said  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  street  Sabbath  school,  in 

1831,  "  we  have  adopted  the  method  of  having 


SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS.  141 

all  the  recitations  made  in  a  whisper.  Nothing 
that  we  have  undertaken  before,  has  so  much 
improved  the  school.  Order  and  solemnity 
cannot  be  so  effectually  secured  in  any  other 
way  ;  or  rather,  we  have  been  led  to  believe 
this  to  be  the  fact,  from  what  we  have  witness- 
ed in  our  own  school." 

MODE    OF    CONDUCTING    A    BIBLE    CLASS. 

In  L ,  there  is  a  Bible  class,  consisting 

of  the  teachers  of  the  school  and  others,  who 
manifest  a  deep  interest  in  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  have  made  commendable  pro- 
gress in  the  attainment  of  Biblical  knowledge. 
Important  theological  subjects  are  here  tho- 
roughly investigated.  Biblical  history  is  also 
carefully  studied.  The  study  of  the  Scriptures 
by  the  classification  of  characters,  facts,  senti- 
ments, he.  is  faithfully  pursued  and  is  deeply 
interesting  to  the  members  of  this  class. 
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CHURCHES. 


REMARKS. 


.  Among  professing  Christians,  there  can  be  but 
one  voice  respecting  the  claims  which  Sabbath 
schools  have  upon  the  Churches,  if  they  have 
any  measure  of  the  spirit  of  Him,  who  went 
about  doing  good.  Here  is  a  field  for  moral 
culture  placed  immediately  under  their  eye,  ancj. 
they  can  easily  bestow  upon  it  all  that  atten- 
tion and  labor  which  ihey  owe  it.  Let  them 
not  stand  aloof:  let  them  mingle  with  its  con- 
cerns, and  take  strong  hold  of  whatever  per- 
tains to  its  prosperity.  They  may  not  shrink 
back  from  any  part  of  the  expense  and  self-de- 
nial, which  are  to  be  borne  in  conducting  this  en- 
terprise. Let  there  be  no  occasion  for  it  to  be 
said  to  the  professed  followers  of  Christ, 
"  What  do  ye  more  than  others  ?"  Let  them 
distinguish  themselves  by  their  zeal  in  this 
branch  of  duty :  let  them  abound  in  prayer  for 
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the  divine  blessing  on  ihe  teachers  and  pupils j 
and  let  them  evince  by  their  conduct,  that  the 
cause  of  Sabbath  schools  holds  a  high  place  in 
their  affections,  and  commands  their  diligent 
attention  and  zealous  exertion.  In  some  in- 
stances, almost  the  whole  Church,  and  in  one 
instance,  the  whole  Church  have  joined  the 
school.  Where  this  is  the  cast*,  there  will  be 
no  want  of  interest  in  Sabbath  schools.  When 
the  Churches  shall  meet  together  in  the 
Sabbath  school,  their  example  will  go  far  in 
influencing  others  to  go  and  do  likewise ;  and 
in  this  way,  not  only  Church  members,  but 
others,  will  be  brought  under  the  daily  influence 
of  divine  truth. 

Sabbath  schools  an  enterprise  for  every 
Christian. — Here  every  individual  of  the 
Church  can  act.  They  cannot  all  go  "  unto 
the  Gentiles  ;"  they  cannot  all  translate  the 
Bible  into  foreign  tongues.  But  here  is  an 
enterprise  in  which  the  humblest  of  all  the  le- 
gions of  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  can  take  a 
part.     It  is  not  beneath  the  most  splendid  in- 
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tellect  that  shines  in  the  city  of  our  God,  nor 
above  the  efficient  agency  of  the  obscure  disci- 
ple. There  need  not  be  a  solitary  dweller  in 
Zion,  who  may  fold  his  hands  in  inaction  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  for  him  to  do. 

Quere.     But  while   there    are  such  claims 
upon  the  interest  of  the  Church  in  the  Sabbath 
school  cause,  to  what   extent  are  they   fairly 
met  ?     What  amount  of  the  right  kind  of  inter- 
est is  felt  in  Zion  generally  on   this  subject  ? 
It  is  indeed  true  that  there  are  but  few  Churches, 
where  there  is  not  a    Sabbath  school.     And 
some,  it  may  be  added,  are  prosperous  and  effi- 
cient.    But  in  other  cases  it  is  not  so.     The 
organization  of  a  school   exists,  yet  it  is  only 
a  miserable  skeleton  of  what  it  ought  to  be  and 
might  be.     There  is  just  enough  of  vitality  ta 
give  the  school  an  escape,  and  that  a  narrow 
one,  from  being  regarded  as  a  case  of  mortality. 
Some  schools  do  actually  die   about  the  time 
that  vegetation  does,  and  know  no  resurrection, 
till  the  voice  of  another  summer  calls  them  from 
their  icy  tombs.     They  resemble  some  of  the 
animal  tribes,  whom  approaching  winter  sends 
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into  a  state  of  examination  for  half  the  year. 
It  is  certainly  mournful,  that  the  moral  kingdom 
should  feel  the  winter's  blast,  as  does  the  vege- 
table world — that  the  cold  should  pierce  the 
very  bosom  of  the  Church,  and  lay  its  icy  hands 
on  those  who  profess  to  have  been  "  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire." 

We  cannot  account  for  the  depressed  condi- 
tion of  many  schools,  on  any  other  ground  than 
the  want  of  pious,  active,  prayerful,  self-deny- 
ing, interest  in  them.  There  are  far  too  many 
in  the  Church  whose  interest  in  this  cause  ex- 
pends itself  in  profuse  commendation  only ;  an 
agency  about  as  useful  as  the  blessing  which 
grudging  covetousness  implores  upon  the 
starving  wretch  it  has  sent  empty  from  its 
doors.  We  care  but  little  for  approbation 
merely.  We  want  effort.  If  we  are  to  have 
the  cause  commended,  we  would  have  it  done 
most  of  all  in  the  language  of  self-denying  zeal, 
and  earnest  prayer.  It  is  not  the  thunder  of 
applause  that  will  carry  on  our  enterprise. 

How  great  the  responsibility  which  restsupon 
all  who  hope  in  the  mercy  of  the  Son  of  God. 
13 
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The  Sabbath  school  in  your  community  is  an 
interest  of  YOURS.  We  ask  not  your  period 
of  life— -your  calling  or  condition.  It  matters 
not.  This  institution  flourishes  as  the  Church 
favors  it>  or  decays  as  Zion  disregards  it.  You 
share  in  this  responsibility.  And  yours  is  no 
small  amount  of  guilt  if  life  runs  on  and  this 
cause  receives  no  efficient  aid  from  you.  If 
you  do  not  pray  fervently  for  it — if  your  as- 
sistance as  a  teacher  is  wanted  and  you  will 
not  give  it — or  if  you  render  such  assistance  in 
only  a  formal  and  heartless  manner — if  you 
refuse  all  decided  co-operation  with  the  laborers 
in  this  cause,  you  cannot  escape  the  charge  of 
guilt.  You  may  excuse  and  palliate — you 
may  seek  to  turn  the  edge  of  those  appeals 
which  fasten  sin  upon  you  ;  but  you  are  guilty 
still.  As  well  might  the  guilty  Cain  have  at- 
tempted to  efface  Heaven's  mark  of  wrath, 
as  you  to  clear  yourself  from  the  charge  of 
wrong. 

The  Sabbath  school  an  encouraging  field 
of  labor  for  private   Christians. — There  is 
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hardly  a  spot  in  the  whole  vineyard  of  our 
God,  where  the  labors  of  the  private  Christian 
promise  a  more  certain  and  abundant  harvest, 
than  the  one  cultivated  by  the  Sabbath  school 
teacher.  The  soil  is  warm  and  mellow,  the 
thorns  and  thistles  of  sin  and  sinful  habits  are, 
comparatively ',  few,  and  easily  destroyed;  and 
the  rains  and  dews  and  genial  influences  of 
Heaven  are  abundantly  bestowed.  Whichever 
way  the  eye  can  turn,  full,  fuli  is  the  prospect, 
with  the  blossoms  of  immortal  blessedness. 
The  harvest  from  a  handful  of  seed  sown  here, 
often  "shaketh  like  Lebanon."  Who,  then, 
can  disregard  the  Savior's  command,  "  Go 
work  in  my  vineyard." 

Friends  of  the  young!  enter  this  portion  of 
the  vineyard,  and  with  faith  and  confidence  in 
God,  plant  the  seed,  and  water  it  with  your 
tears  and  your  prayers,  and  the  great  Lord  of 
the  vineyard  will  give  the  increase — an  increase 
to  his  own  glory  and  your  everlasting  joy  and 
rejoicing. 

Importance  of  studying  the  Bible. — But 
few,  if  any  exercises,  are  so  well  calculated  to 
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impress  the  mind  with  a  sense  of  sin,  and  need 
of  salvation  through  Christ,  as  the  every  clay 
study  of  the  word  of  God.  An  individual  may 
read,  or  hear  the  Bible  read — he  may  listen  to 
the  word  preached,  in  company  with  others — 
and  not  feel  that  he  is  the  man  to  whom  God 
speaks.  But  let  this  individual  study  the  word 
of  God,  let  him  search  the  Scriptures  to  see  if 
these  things  are  so,  and  he  will  begin  to  feel 
that  God  is  addressing  him  in  particular,  and 
that  whatever  others  may  do,  he,  as  an  individ- 
ual, is  bound  to  love  and  serve  God. 

Very  little  will  be  done  where  an  individual 
responsibility  is  not  felt.  A  large  Church  may 
and  will  be  very  inefficient  in  the  cause  of 
Christ,  while  they  wait  one  for  another,  or 
measure  themselves  by  themselves,  or  compare 
themselves  among  themselves.  Thousands  of 
very  good  people  may  fail  to  stay  the  progress 
of  vice  and  immorality  in  a  great  city,  because 
they  feel  that  as  individuals  they  have  nothing 
to  do,  or  can  do  nothing.  Now,  let  these 
thousands  feel  that  they  are  accountable  to  God 
as  individuals,  and  not  as  thousands,  and  what 
will  be  the  effect !     Here  let  it  be  asked,  what 
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is  so  likely  to  impress  the  mind  with  a  sense  of 
individual  responsibility,  as  studying  and  un- 
derstanding the  word  of  God  ?  God,  in  the 
Bible,  speaks  to  individuals.  Adam,  where 
art  thoul  Elijah,  what  doest  thou  hertl 
Whatsoever  thy  hand  jindeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
thy  might.  If  any  man  will  come  after  me, 
let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross 
daily,  and  follow  me. 

WANT  OF  TEACHERS  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

The  Report  of  the  Boston  Sabbath  School 
Union  for  1831,  says:  "  With  but  few  excep- 
tions, there  has  been  a  lamentable  deficiency  of 
teachers  in  the  schools,  during  the  year.  To 
what  is  this  deficiency  to  be  ascribed  ?  The 
Managers  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  ;  and 
fidelity  to  the  cause  compels  them,  reluctantly, 
to  impute  it,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  spiritual 
apathy  and  indolence  of  the  members  of  the 
Churches  connected  with  the  Union.  Let 
facts  speak. 

On  a  comparison  of  the  actual  number  of* 
13* 
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Church  members  with  the  teachers  who  are 
professors  of  religion,  it  has  been  proved,  that 
while    the  former  exceed    two  thousand,  the 
latter  is    but    two   hundred    and    seventy-one. 
After  making  every  allowance  from  providen- 
tial inability,  who  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  that 
these  Churches  contain  within  their   bosoms, 
teachers  of  the  best  qualifications,  who  are  with- 
holding their  personal  services  from  an  institu- 
tion, which  is  most  unequivocally  marked  by  the 
favor  of  Christ,  and  which  has  returned   back 
to  the  Church  double  for  every  blessing  she  has 
bestowed  ?     If  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  suitably  felt  their  obligations  to  Him,  and 
regarded  with  deep  feelings  of  interest,  the  re- 
ligious  education  of  all   the  youth  within  the 
limits  of  this  Union,  would  not  every  existing 
deficiency  in  the  schools   be  at  once  supplied, 
and  the  board  enabled  to  extend  this  benevo- 
lent system  to  other  unoccupied  portions  of  the 
field  of  their  labors?     We  would  remind  the 
Churches  that  this  is  their  cause.     At  your 
bidding,  we  have  gone  out  into  the  streets  and 
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Janes,  and  invited  parents  to  send  in  their  chil- 
dren to  these  houses  of  mercy,  for  spiritual 
healing  ;  and  shall  they  now  be  suffered  to  die 
without  assistance  ?'"' 


INFLUENCE  OF  MINISTERS. 

REMARKS. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  Sabbath 
schools,  to  see  the  stand  which  many  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  are  taking  in  relation  to  this 
institution. 

With  their  other  numerous  duties,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that,  generally,  they  will  perform 
any  considerable  labor  in  the  school.  This 
is  a  department  of  labor  for  which  private 
Christians  are  peculiarly  fitted.  By  throwing 
the  burden  of  this  work  on  laymen,  many  of 
their   energies,   which   otherwise   might  have 
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been  lost  to  Zion,  are  brought  into  operation ; 
and  at  the  same  time  a  larger  amount  of  the 
pastor's  energies  may  be  directed  to  that 
department  more  peculiarly  ministerial.  By 
this  division  of  labor,  a  greater  number  of  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  the  work,  and  they  can 
labor  to  greater  advantage. 

But,  although  the  pastor  may  not,  in  most 
cases,  be  called  to  take  the  lead  in  the  Sabbath 
school,  yet  there  are  many  ways  in  which  he 
may,  indirectly,  do  more  to  give  interest  and 
efficiency  to  this  institution,  than  any  other 
individual.  This  object  may  always  be  re- 
membered in  his  public  prayers  ;  frequently,  if 
not  every  Sabbath,  he  may  spend  a  little  season 
in  the  school  ;  occasionally  pass  round  among 
the  classes  and  speak  a  word  of  encouragement 
or  instruction ;  sit  down  with  a  class  of  adults, 
and  enter  with  the  rest  into  the  social  study  of 
the  Bible.  At  a  lecture,  or  on  the  Sabbath, 
he  may  often  select  the  subject  for  his  discourse 
from  the  lesson.  Once  a  fortnight  a  Bible 
Class  may  take  the  place  of  an  evening  lecture, 
at  which  the  lessons  for  two  Sabbaths  may  be 
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considered,  with  special  reference  to  the  benefit 
of  the  teachers.  In  this  way,  the  pastor, 
through  his  teachers,  becomes  himself  a  teacher 
for  every  class  in  his  school.  A  pastor  may 
exert  a  powerful  influence  in  favor  of  Sabbath 
schools,  in  connection  with  his  parochial  visits 
from  house  to  house.  Children  and  youth, 
and  indeed  all  may  be  led  to  see  that  the 
Sabbath  school,  in  his  mind,  is  an  important 
means  of  religious  instruction.  In  this  way- he 
will  win  the  hearts  of  the  young,  and  bind  them 
to  himself  by  the  indissoluble  cords  of  affection  : 
he  will  do  much  also  to  enlist  all  in  the  social 
and  systematic  study  of  the  Bible.  Probably 
no  part  of  his  ministerial  labor  will  ever  yield 
more  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God's  grace,  than  that 
which  is  bestowed  on  this  part  of  his  vineyard. 
It  will  furnish  him  with  a  more  easy  access  to 
the  hearts  of  his  people. 

ministers'  labors  as  agents. 

In  some  counties  in  Massachusetts,  one  or  two 
ministers  have  been  appointed  to  present-  the 
subject  of  Sabbath  schools,  by  exchanges,  to 
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all  the  congregations  within  their  limits.  In 
this  way  they  have  become  most  thoroughly 
interested  in  the  object  themselves,  and  have 
accomplished  a  great  amount  of  good  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  economical. 

a  pastor's  testimony. 

The  pastor  in  — ,  had  a  class  of  young 

men  in  the  Sabbath  school  about  three  months. 
He  relinquished  it  with  great  reluctance,  on 
account  of  his  health.  He  says,  he  never 
passed  Ms  Sabbaths  so  profitably  and  pleas- 
antly as  during  the  time  he  spent  them  in  the 
Sabbath  school.  He  regards  this  as  a  most 
important  field  of  labor  and  profit  both  for  min- 
isters and  private  Christians. 

a  pastor's  labors  for  children. 

I  now  intend  (says  the  pastor  in  F )  to 

prepare  a  sermon  particularly  for  the  children 
and  youth,  once  in  two  or  three  months,  during 
this  year.  If  we  would  save  our  country,  or 
hasten  forward  the  world's  conversion,  wre  must 
see  that  the  youthful  mind  is  correctly  trained, 
and  the  youthful  heart  rightly  moulded. 
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EXAMPLES    OF    PERSONAL    LABOR. 

The  pastor  in  N ,  takes  charge  of  a  class ; 

and  when  a  difficult  question  comes  before  the 
school,  it  is  referred  to  him. 

For  some  time,  the  pastor  in   C has 

preached  four  times  on  the  Sabbath,  and  taken 
charge  of  a  very  interesting  class  in  the  Sabbath 
school. 

The  pastor  in  L- ,  when  at  home,  attends 

the  school,  explains  the  lesson,  and  generally 
hears  a  class. 

The  pastor  in  B ,  frequently  opens  the 

school  with  a  short  address  and  prayer.  He 
also  meets  the  children  occasionally  on  Satur- 
day, and  lectures  on  some  one  of  the  Bible 
narratives.  This  excites  them  to  study  the 
Scriptures. 

The  pastor  in  M ,  generally  attends  the 

teachers'  meetings,  at  which  time  the  lessons 
for  the  next  two  Sabbaths  are  examined  and 
explained,  and  all  requisite  information  given 
relative  to  the  subject,  to  qualify  the  teachers 
for  their  work*     He  also  attends  the  school, 
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and  makes  such  remarks,  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  subject  of  the  lesson  suggests. 

The   pastor  in   N ,   is   in   the  habit  of 

attending  the  teachers'  meeting,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  them  in  their  preparations  of  the 
lesson  for  the  Sabbath.  He  frequently  ad- 
dresses the  school,  and  examines  the  scholars 
on  the  lessons  previously  studied. 

The  pastor  in  R ,  gives  most  efficient 

aid  to  the  school,  through  his  instructions  to  the 
teachers,  his  addresses  from  the  pulpit,  and  his 
general  supervision  of  the  school. 

The  school  in  D ,  has  never  been  more 

interesting.  The  Bible  class  has  been  much 
blessed.  The  present  prosperous  state  of  the 
school  is  much  to  be  attributed,  under  God,  to 
the  fidelity  and  untiring  exertions  of  the  pastor. 

In  R- ■,  the  pastor  usually  devotes  one 

evening,  in  each  week,  in  explaining  and  illus- 
trating the  Sabbath  lesson  to  teachers  and 
scholars. 

In   W— — ,  the    pastor  has   taken   special 
pains   to   make. the   school  interesting.      His 
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efforts  at  the  Concert,  and  in  awakening  the 
teachers  to  a  sense  of  their  responsibility,  have 
been  highlj^  useful.  His  labors  among  the 
children,  and  his  meetings  with  them,  and  pur- 
posely for  them,  have  greatly  endeared  him  to 
their  hearts,  and  given  them  great  confidence 
in  him.  His  labors  have  been  unwearied. 
He  has  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing  the  school 
all  together,  occasionally,  giving  out  seme  very 
interesting  subject  beforehand. 

In  the Society,  in  S ,  the  pastor 

lectures  once  a  month  on  a  portion  of  the 
Westminster  Catechism,  and  preaches  to  the 
children  of  the  congregation  once  a  quarter. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  Sabbath,  instead  of  a 
sermon,  the  pastor  in  C ,  generally  ex- 
pounds the  passage  of  Scripture  which  has 
been  appointed  for  the  lesson  in  the  school.  In 
this  way,  not  only  is  the  interest  of  the  school 
promoted,  but  the  attention  to  the  preached 
word,  especially  among  the  teachers  and  schol- 
ars, is  greatly  increased.  The  pastor  holds 
also  a  monthly  lecture,  at  some  private  house, 
for  the  study  and  explanation  of  the  Assembly's 
14 
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Catechism.  It  is  attended  by  teachers  and 
others  interested  in  the  subject,  and  is  found 
to  be  a  profitable  exercise.  The  school  is 
occasionally  visited,  and  remarks  are  made  by 
the  pastor,  which  tend  to  awaken  new  desires 
and  resolutions  to  persevere  in  the  study  of 
God's  blessed  truth. 

In  W ,  the  pastor  lectures  on  the  lesson 

weekly,  which  is  attended  not  only  by  teachers 
and  scholars,  but  by  those  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  school. 

The  pastor  in  M ,  takes  a  lively  interest 

in  the  school ;  opens  it  with  prayer,  and  takes 
the  lead  of  the  concert  and  the  teachers'  meet- 
ing. 

In  D~ ,   the   pastor^attends  the  monthly 

concert  and  asks  questions  from  the  lessons  of 
the  preceding  month,  making  the  exercise  a 
review  of  those  lessons,  but  interspersing  the 
printed  questions  with  many  of  his  own,  in 
which  the  school  is  found  to  be  deeply  inter- 
ested. 
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In  connection  with  an  assistant,  the  pastor 

in  N j  superintends  the  school,  in  addition 

to  his  three  services  on  the  Sabbath.  He 
attends  the  teachers'  meeting,  and  gives  them 
a  familiar  lecture  on  the  lesson,  and  other  hints 
in  relation  to  the  right  and  proper  manage- 
ment of  their  classes,  and  the  best  mode  of 
imparting  truth.  He  also  preaches  to  the 
Sabbath  school  once  in  about  two  months, 
which,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  God  has 
blessed  both  to  youth  and  adults.  "I  can 
assure  you,"  says  the  pastor,  "  that  there  is 
nothing  so  dear  to  my  heart  as  the  Sabbath 
school  and  the  salvation  of  its  members ;  for 
which,  woe  unto  me  if,  as  a  minister  of  Jesus, 
I  pray  not  and  labor  not  incessantly." 

The  pastor  in  T -,  is  much  interested  in 

the  Sabbath  school,  and  uniformly  attends  it 
when  at  home,  and  spends  his  time  in  going 
from  class  to  class,  imparting  religious  instruc- 
tion. This,  it  is  believed,  has  been  owned  and 
blessed  of  God  to  the-  conversion  of  many  in~ 
dividuals. 
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In  connection  with  the  school  in  vil- 
lage, the  pastor  holds  a  weekly  lecture,  to 
expound  the  passage  of  Scripture  for  each  suc- 
ceeding Sabbath.  He  also  has  a  Bible  class 
monthly,  at  his  own  dwelling,  designed  for  the 
teachers  and  older  pupils;  also,  every  month, 
he  meets  the  children  and  youth  for  catecheti- 
cal instruction. 

The  school  connected  with  the Church, 

C ,    has   been    through    a   course   of  ten 

lessons  on  some  of  the  historical  facts  of  the 
Old  Testament,  and  are  now  upon  a  course 
of  the  same  number  of  lessons  on  the  character 
of  Christ,  as  exhibited  in  his  infancy,  childhood, 
social  intercourse,  public  life,  &c.  The  sub- 
jects for  each  Sabbath  are  printed  on  a  card 
and  distributed  among  the  scholars,  and  also 
among  the  congregation.  The  pastor  preaches 
on  the  subject  of  the  lesson  every  Sabbath 
morning.  This  has  interested  the  congregation 
in  the  school,  and  given  to  it  a  new  impulse. 
He  also  gives  instruction,  every  Sabbath,  to 
a  class  of  gentlemen,  mostly  young  men,  on 
the  lesson  taken  by  the  school. 
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In  C ,  the  pastor  occasionally  visits  and 

addresses  the  school,  and  his  visits  are  always 
welcomed  by  the  children,  and  his  remarks 
listened  to  with  attention  and  interest.  He 
sometimes  invites  the  children  to  his  study  for 
the  purpose  of  free  conversation  and  prayer ; 
and  these  interviews,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
have  been  profitable  to  the  young.  The 
school  is  always  remembered  in  the  pastor's 
public  addresses  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  and 
he  manifests,  on  every  suitable  occasion,  a  deep 
interest  in  the  institution. 

The  teachers  in  E ,  hold  weekly  meet- 
ings, and  in  these  meetings  enjoy  the  presence 
of  their  pastor.  He  also  uniformly  visits  the 
school,  and  has  shown,  by  his  efforts  for  its 
prosperity  during  the  year,  that  he  wisely 
appreciates  this  powerful  auxiliary  to  his  own 
ministrations. 

The  pastor  in  R ,  has  afforded  important 

aid  to  the  Sabbath  school,  by  delivering  a 
lecture  Sabbath  evening,  on  the  passage  select- 
ed for  recitation  on  the  succeeding  Sabbath, 
This  meeting,  instituted  by  request  of  the 
14  * 
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superintendent  and  teachers,  has  been  very 
interesting,  and  has  been  usually  attended  by 
from  one  to  two  hundred  persons,  most  of  them 
in  the  morning  of  life. 


PARENTS, 


REMARKS, 


Many  parents,  it  is  feared,  regard  Sabbath 
schools  as  an  institution  designed  to  relieve 
them  from  the  responsibility  of  watching  for 
the  souls  of  their  children.  All  this  responsi- 
bility they  have  transferred  to  the  teachers. 
When  their  children  are  committed  to  the 
school,  their  duty  seems  done.  They  hope  it 
is  well  with  their  children,  since  they  are  en- 
joying Sabbath  school  instruction ;  with  what 
kind  of  fidelity  or  appropriateness  they  are 
unable  to  tell.  But  they  indolently  conclude, 
since   they   patronize   the    school,   and    their 
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children  are  there,  all  is  well.  But  no  parent 
ought  to  be  satisfied  with  this.  He  ought  to 
have  a  personal  acquaintance  with  this  im- 
portant business.  He  should  be  their  principal 
instructer  himself.  Let  every  kind,  and  every 
reasonable  degree  of  influence  be  thrown  into 
the  Sabbath  school,  but  entrust  not  to  others 
the  exclusive  care  of  these  immortal  minds. 
Burnish  these  precious  jewels  with  your  own 
hands.  Transfer  the  responsibility  to  no  mor- 
tal. No  one  has  your  account  to  render,  and 
no  one,  if  you  are  what  you  ought  to  be,  can 
do  the  work  so  well.  Had  all  parents  been 
faithful,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  pro- 
bably, would  not  have  called  these  schools  into 
existence. 

Is  it  probable  that  error  would  have  been  so 
prevalent  in  cur  land  as  it  now  is,  had  parents 
been  faithful  to  train  up  their  children  in  the 
way  they  should  go?  O,  no!  the  sad  declen- 
sions in  religion  may  be  traced  back,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  this  neglect  on  the  part  of  parents. 
Children  must  be  influenced  by  Christian  pre- 
cepts, as  well  as  example,  in  order  to  produce 
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an  effect  upon  their  minds.  Line  must  be 
upon  line ;  line  upon  line,  here  a  little  and 
there  a  little,  to  impress  divine  truths  upon  the 
hearts  even  of  the  young.  The  instruction  of 
the  Sabbath  school  must  be  followed  up  by 
similar  instruction  from  parents,  and  those  who 
have  the  care  of  children  at  home.  The  im- 
portance of  Sabbath  schools,  may  be  learned 
from  the  fact  that  there  does  exist,  to  a  great 
extent,  a  lamentable  neglect  on  the  part  of 
parents  to  give  religious  instruction.  Should 
the  angel  of  death  be  commissioned  to  enter 
those  houses,  where  parents  neglect  the  re- 
ligious instruction  of  their  children,  and  where 
exists  no  family  altar,  within  the  bounds  of  this 
State  alone,  as  he  did  the  houses  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  smite  the  neglected  offspring  of  such 
parents  ;  bitter,  bitter  lamentations  and  wailing, 
would  be  heard  in  our  borders ;  parents  weep- 
ing for  their  children,  and  refusing  to  be  com- 
forted, because  they  are  not.  The  angel  of 
death  may  not  now  be  sent  on  such  an  errand, 
but  it  will  be,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to 
Sabbath  schools  if  in  the  world  to  come,  mul- 
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titudes  of  children  are  not  left  to  weeping  and 
wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  because  their 
parents  neglected  to  teach  them  the  knowledge 
of  God  and  the  way  of  salvation. 

ONE    FAMILY    PASSED    BY    IN    A    REVIVAL. 

During   a   revival    in    M ,   some   were 

hopefully  converted  in  every  house  in  the  vi- 
cinity, but  one.  This  was  a  large  family  of 
children,  whose  father,  though  a  professor  of 
religion,  refused  to  let  them  attend  the  Sabbath 
school,  saying,  as  an  excuse,  that  he  could  give 
instruction  enough  at  home.  This  family  was 
passed  by,  and  left  like  the  parched  field  on 
which  no  rain  descends,  while  all  around  is 
watered  abundantly. 

A  FATHER  REPROVED  BY  HIS   CHILD. 

Mr.   T ,    pressed  by  conscience  under 

the  various  means  of  grace  with  which  he  was 
favored,  adopted  the  practice  of  reading  a 
chapter  from  the  Bible,  every  morning  and 
evening.  His  little  daughter,  only  six  years 
old,  after  a  visit  to  Mr.  C %  said,  "  Mr. 
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C reads  in  the  Bible,  and  then  prays  ;  why 

don't  you  pray,  father?"  The  father  stood 
speechless  under  the  reproof  of  his  child,  while 
the  falling  tears  bespoke  the  emotions  of  his 
heart. 

IMPORTANCE     OF     SUBMISSION    AND     OBEDIENCE 
TO    PARENTS. 

One  thought  for  parents  was  often  suggested 

in  the  revival  in  ,  viz. :    "  That  it  is  much 

easier  for  the  subdued  and  obedient  child  to 
yield  its  heart  to  the  requirements  of  the  Gos- 
pel, than  for  the  disobedient  and  ungoverned 
child." 

This  is  a  point  on  which  parents  seldom 
reflect.  How  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible, 
it  must  be  for  a  child,  who  has  never  submitted 
to  the  government  of  his  parents,  to  submit  to 
the  government  of  his  Maker  !  Resistance  to 
all  restraints  has  become  his  fixed  habit.  Here 
then,  in  addition  to  the  depravity  common  to 
every  human  heart,  is  an  almost  inveterate 
habit  to  be  overcome,  before  there  can  be  a 
reconciliation  to  God. 
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How  can  a  parent,  who  has  never  taught  his 
child  obedience— who  has  threatened,  but 
never  executed — expect  to  make  his  child 
believe  him,  when  he  teaches  him  his  duties  to 
his  Maker,  and  tells  him  of  the  penalties  that 
await  transgression.  He  who  would  not  lose 
all  religious  influence  over  his  child,  must  teach 
him  obedience  and  submission  to  the  authority 
of  his  parents.  That  parental  tenderness  which 
shrinks  from  the  infliction  of  punishment,  when 
obedience  cannot  otherwise  be  secured,  is 
cruelty  itself;  it  often  ruins  body  and  soul  for- 
ever. 

A    HAPPY    PARENT. 

An  aged  lady,  of  eminent  piety,  in , 


during  a  revival,  saw  nine  children  and  chil- 
dren-in-law  come  out  from  the  world,  and  join 
jjie  army  of  the  Lord. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS. 

SUPERINTENDENT    ENCOURAGED. 

A  teacher  and  scholar  in  ,  died  in 

the  triumphs  of  faith.  The  teacher,  entered 
the  school,  as  a  pupil,  when  it  was  first  organ- 
ized in  1818.  The  class  of  which  he  was 
then  a  member,  consisted  of  six  scholars,  four 
of  whom  have  since  made  a  profession  of  re- 
ligion ;  one  of  these  has  nearly  finished  a 
course  of  study  for  the  ministry,  and  another, 
now  in  college,  is  probably  looking  forward  to 
the  same  work.  "  I  visited  the  pupil,"  says 
the  superintendent,  "  a  few  days  before  she 
died,  and  it  seemed  to  me  as  though  heaven 
were  brought  down  to  earth ;  and  although  I 
had  been  laboring  in  the  Sabbath  school  for 
16  years,  yet,  if  it  could  be  seen  in  eternity 
that  this  was  the  means  of  making  one  soul  so 
happy,  it  would  be  far  more  than  an  ample 
compensation." 
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INFLUENCE    OF    A    SINGLE    REMARK. 

A  teacher,  in  visiting  a  family,  found  a  youth 
who  had  concluded  not  to  attend  the  Sahbath 
school.  After  some  conversation,  she  promised 
to  attend  one  Sabbath,  which  she  did.  From 
a  single  remark  of  the  superintendent,  she  was 
deeply  affected  in  view  of  her  sins,  and  went  to 
a  meeting  with  the  sincere  inquiry,  "  What 
shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  After  a  few  weeks 
of  deep  conviction  of  sin,  she  indulged  the  hope 
that  she  had  become  a  child  of  God.  She 
now  attends  the  Sabbath  school  and  it  is  fondly 
hoped  she  will  hereafter  sit  around  the  throne 
of  God  and  the  Lamb,  with  thousands  of  Sab- 
bath school  children,  and  sing  praises  forever 
for  the  fidelity  of  that  teacher  and  that  single 
remark  of  the  superintendent. 

VENERABLE   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  superintendent  in  R ,  in  1835,  was 

the  Rev.  Mr. ,  then  in  the  eighty-eighth 

year  of  his  age,  and    the   sixty-third   of  his 
ministry. 

15 


170  SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS. 

The  superintendent  in  N ,  is  now  in  his 

eightieth  year.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  school  three  years,  and,  although  he  'has 
been  an  habitual  reader  of  the  Bible  from  his 
youth,  he  says  that  he  has  obtained  more 
'knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  during  those  three 
years  than  during  all  his  life  before. 


TEACHERS. 


REMARKS. 


"'  It  is  hardly  possible  to  represent  too  strongly 
the  responsibleness  resting  on  those  who  have 
the  moral  and  religious  training  of  the  young. 
In  some  cases,  almost  the  whole  of  this  train- 
ing, and  in  many  cases  an  important  part  of  it, 
must  be  performed,  if  performed  at  all,  by 
Sabbath  school  teachers  ;  and  on  them,  there- 
fore, rests  a  large  share  of  this  responsibility. 
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The  more  deeply  teachers  realize  this  solemn 
truth,  the  more  zealously  and  prayerfully  will 
they  engage  in  their  work ;  and  constant  oc- 
curring; facts  show  that  the  results  of  their 
labors  are  nearly  in  proportion  to  their  prayer- 
fulness  and  fidelity.  If  they  engage  in  their 
work  with  proper  Zealand  dependence  on  God, 
they  may  be  instrumental  in  his  hands,  of 
spreading  a  Christian  influence  over  the  whole 
world.  Do  you  doubt  it  ?  Who  knows  but 
that  little  ragged  boy,  who  by  the  kind  Chris- 
tian teacher  is  brought  under  the  influence  of 
the  Sabbath  school,  may  prove  a  spiritual 
Samson  to  demolish  the  temple  of  many  a 
Dagon  ?  The  Sabbath  school  is  the  Lord's 
nursery  ;  and  those  who  engage  in  it  aright,  are 
preparing  the  tender  and  delicate  shrub  for 
transplantation  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  ;  it 
may  be  in  America,  it  may  be  in  Asia,  in  Africa 
or  Europe  ;  but  wherever  transplanted,  such  a 
tree  will  bear  fruit  to  the  glory  and  praiseof  God. 
Most  of  the  young,  who  are  hereafter  to  be 
converted,  will  doubtless  belong  to  the  Sabbath 
school.     Teachers  are   called   upon    then,  in 
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their  labors  in  this  cause,  to  superintend  the 
early  training  of  most  of  those,  who  will  here- 
after constitute  the  sacramental  host,  and  stand 
up  the  fearless  champions  for  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  To  their  culture  may  be  intrusted  the 
budding  intellect  of  an  Edwards  or  a  Payson ; 
a  Hannah  Moore  or  a  Mrs.  Huntington.  Yes, 
by  their  labors  a  single  year,  they  may  give  a  turn 
and  direction  to  some  giant  mind,  which  shall 
hereafter,  like  the  Reformers,  pour  a  flood  of 
light  upon  the  moral  darkness  and  corruption  of 
the  world  !     What  motives  for  activity ! 

Teachers  will  rarely,  if  ever,  alienate  the 
affections  of  their  scholars,  or  drive  them  from 
the  school,  by  a  kind,  faithful,  personal  appli- 
cation of  religious  truth.  Many  facts  have 
occurred  which  show  that  even  impenitent, 
thoughtless  children  respect  and  love  those 
teachers  best,  who  are  the  most  earnest  in  en- 
deavors to  save  their  souls.  Some  of  the  most 
thoughtless  and  giddy  scholars  have  requested 
the  privilege  of  leaving  a  teacher,  who  never  did 
anything  but  hear  the  lessor^  and  ask  a  few  gen- 
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eral  questions,  that  they  might  join  a  class  where 
the  teacher  was  known  to  make  direct  appeals 
to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  each  scholar. 

Visiting  Scholars. — Every  experienced  and 
faithful  teacher,  while  he  admits  this  to  be  an 
important  part  of  his  duty,  knows  also  the  bene- 
fits which  accrue  from  the  diligent  discharge  of 
it.  He  who  sees  his  scholars  only  on  the  Sab- 
bath, however  earnest  in  his  efforts  or  clear  in 
his  instructions,  may  be  justly  charged  with 
neglect  in  a  very  material  point.  The  impres- 
sions of  divine  truth,  which  may  have  been  im- 
parted during  the  hours  of  instruction,  need 
watching  and  retouching  in  the  interval,  or  the 
cares  and  diversions  of  the  world  will  efface 
them,  as  the  morning  dew  is  dried  up  by  the 
noonday  heat.  The  pupil  who  never  meets  his 
teacher  but  in  school  hours,  will  never  regard 
him  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  task-mas- 
ter, set  over  him  to  control  his  actions  and 
compel  his  reluctant  attention  to  his  lessons  ; 
and  his  feelings  will  be  those  of  irksome  res- 
traint, which  he  is  ever  inclined  to  break 
15* 
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through,  and  of  disgust  towards  the  solemn 
truths  which  he  is  taught.  And  further,  by 
such  neglect,  the  teacher  loses  the  opportunity 
of  spreading  religious  instruction  among  the 
families  connected  with  the  school,  and  awaken- 
ing and  sustaining  the  interest  of  the  parents, 
and  securing  their  co-operation  in  its  great 
object.  And  besides,  parents  expect  these  visits 
of  affection.  They  know  the  obligations  of  a 
teacher  in  this  respect,  and  they  will  not  fail  to 
draw  conclusions  to  the  disadvantage  of  him 
who  does  not  perform  them.  And  furthermore, 
they  have  a  right  to  know  him  to  whose  care 
the  education  of  their  child  is  entrusted  ;  and 
how  are  they  to  gain  this  knowledge,  if  the  m- 
structer  keeps  aloof  from  them  ? 

Familiar  intercourse  with  Scholars. — Many 
teachers  regard  it  a  duty  and  a  privilege,  to  in- 
vite their  scholars,  when  convenient,  to  spend 
an  afternoon  or  evening  at  their  own  room. 
By  this  familiar  intercourse,  the  teacher  will 
soon  gain  a  more  prominent  place  in  the  confi- 
dence and  affection  of  the  scholars,  and  con- 
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vince  them  that  he  is  indeed  in  earnest  in 
seeking  their  best  good,  and  that  he  feels  what 
he  says  in  the  class  on  the  Sabbath  ;  while  at 
the  same  time  he  obtains  an  almost  unbounded 
influence  over  their  parents.  No  teacher,  with 
suitable  qualifications  for  his  office,  who  has 
faithfully  performed  this  duty,  is  now  willing  ti 
be  deprived  of  the  privilege. 

Irreligious  Teachers. — Accounts  of  the  con 
version  of  teachers,  are  constantly  coming  be- 
fore the  public,  of  a  character  too  deeply  inter- 
esting, to  justify  the  decision,  that  teachers  not 
experimentally  acquainted  with  the  truth, should 
never  be  employed  in  Sabbath  schools.  If 
pious  teachers,  well  qualified  in  other  respects, 
can  be  obtained,  they  certainly  should  be,  in 
most  cases.  There  are  instances,  however, 
when  individuals  of  good  moral  character  and 
well  fitted  for  the  business  in  every  respect  ex- 
cepting that  of  personal  piety,  can  be  brought 
into  the  school  only  by  appointing  them  to  the 
office  of  teachers.  It  may  not  be  so  advanta- 
geous for  the  scholars,  but  there  can  be  no  more 
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hopeful  place  for  an  unconverted  teacher.  He 
must  soon  see  how  perfectly  unqualified  he  is 
for  one  important  part  of  duty.  How  can  he 
lead  a  child  to  Christ  if  he  has  never  learnt  the 
way  himself?  And  how  can  he  withstand  the 
inquiry  which  will  often  drop  from  the  lips  of 
some  inquisitive  child  ? 

AN    ILLUSTRATION. 

Mr. ,  who  has  died  in  the  triumph  of  the 

Gospel,  received  his  first  impressions  from  his 
appointment  to  teach  a  class  in  the  Sabbath 
school.  The  consideration  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  instruct  others,  while  destitute  of 
religion  himself,  was  the  means  of  his  awaken- 
ing. 
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AN    ERROR    DISSIPATED, 


There  was  a  young  man  in  a  school ,  who 
had  previously  indulged  the  hope  of  having 
passed  from  death  unto  life,  but  had  not  believ- 
ed in  the  divinity  of  Christ.  As  he  was  teach- 
ing, in  the  course  of  his  delightful  work,  a  class 
of  children  upon  a  section  of  the  first  chapter  of 
John,  he  knew  not  how  to  direct  them,  or 
explain  to  the  little  listeners  what  seemed  plain 
to  those  who  believed  the  Son  of  God  to  be  a 
divine  person,  but  on  his  own  principles  was 
inexplicable.  This  circumstance  led  him  to  con- 
sider more  closely  the  sacred  text,  and  led  him 
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to  believe  in  the  supreme  divinity  of  that  Savior, 
whom  he  had  degraded  to  a  finite,  created  being. 
Thus  the  truth  of  the  inspired  volume  is 
made  to  appear.  He  that  watereth,  shall  be 
watered  also  himself. 

teachers'  pledge. 

The  teachers   in  the  street  Sabbath 

school,  S ,  subscribed  a  pledge,  that  they 

would  endeavor  to  perform  the  duties,  which 
they  believe  devolve  upon  them  $s  Sabbath 
school  teachers. 

1.  We  will  attend  the  school  constantly.  If 
prevented  from  attending,  we  will  either  furnish 
a  substitute — a  person  who  is  not  already  a 
teacher  in  the  school,  or  we  will  give  seasonable 
notice  to  the  superintendent. 

2.  We  will  attend  the  Sabbath  school  punc- 
tually, and  give  our  time  to  our  class,  till  the 
close  of  the  school. 

3.  When  any  of  our  scholars  are  absent,  we 
will  ascertain  the  reason,  by  visiting  them  at  their 
homes,  or  in  some  other  way,  or  report  their 
names  to  the  superintendent,  that  he  may  perform 
the  duty,  or  cause  it  to  be  performed  by  another. 
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TEACHERS    MOST    HIGHLY    ESTIMATED. 


Those  teachers,  (says  a  superintendent,)  who 
are  in   the  habit  of  visiting  their  scholars  fre- 
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quently  at  their  own  dwellings  for  prayer  and 
religious  conversation,  are  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  by  their  classes;  and  what  can  be 
more  natural  ?  The  teacher,  by  visiting  his 
scholars,  and  conversing  with  them  familiarly 
upon  the  great  interests  of  religion,  shows  that 
the  solicitude  which  he  manifests  in  their  be- 
half, during  the  hour  of  the  school,  is  not  a  feel- 
ing which  the  mere  excitement  of  the  occasion 
may  produce ;  *but  the  solemn  conviction  that 
the  plants  which  he  is  cultivating,  are  to  bloom 
in  immortality. 

a  scholar's  testimony. 

The  superintendent  in ,  records  for  the 

encouragement  of  teachers,  a  few  particulars 
concerning  a  scholar  preparing  for  the  ministry. 
He  was  constant  in  his  attendance  and  assented 
to  the  truth,  but  never  appeared  affected. 
Sometimes  he  manifested  great  indifference,  and 
ultimately  left  the  school.  During  two  years, 
he  neglected  attending  the  Sabbath  school,  and 
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seemed  to  be  taken  up  with  vicious  company. 
In  the  spring  of  1832,  he  was  awakened  and 
hopefully  converted.  Conversing  with  him  not 
long  since,  he  told  me,  (says  the  superintend- 
ent,) that  the  admonitions  and  religious  in- 
struction received  in  the  Sabbath  school  never 
left  him.  Said  he,  "  Had  it  not  been  for  this, 
I  should  have  gone  all  lengths  in  vice,  hurried 
on  by  my  roving  disposition;  but  the  solemn 
truths  taught  me  there,  were  sounding  in  my 
ears,  and  it  is  to  this,  under  God,  that  I  attri- 
bute my  conversion.  The  first  permanent  im- 
pression I  recollect,  after  the  light  burst  upon 
my  mind  was,  Go,  preach  my  gospel ;  my 
heart  replied,  "  I  go."  From  that  time,  no 
other  plan  has  prospered  ;  all  other  under- 
takings have  dwindled  into  insignificance.  I  am 
poor,  but  the  Lord  will  take  care  of  me. 

A    WHOLE    CLASS    IN   TEARS. 

"  I  have  witnessed  the  past  year,"  says  a 
superintendent,  "  a  whole  class  with  the  teach- 
er bathed  in  tears  while  engaged  in  the  study 
of  God's  Word.     This   teacher  has  had  the 
16 
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happiness  of  feeling  that  most  of  her  class  have 
witnessed  a  good  profession." 

GOOD    EXAMPLE    TO   BE    IMITATED. 

A  female  member  of  the  Church  in , 


whose  prayers  in  behalf  of  a  husband  and  two 
children,  had  been  answered,  feeling  a  desire 
to  labor  in  the  good  cause,  collected  16  chil- 
dren of  her  neighborhood  into  a  school, 
Sabbath  evening.  Thirteen  of  these  children 
did  not  attend  meeting  or  the  Sabbath  school. 
She  prayed  with  them,  and  by  the  help  of 
books  from  the  library  at  the  meeting-house, 
taught  them  the  Word  of  God.  Great  good 
is  anticipated  from  her  self-denying  labors. 

THE    CLASS    OF    A    DEVOTED    TEACHER^ 

There  were  32  scholars  connected  with  the 

class  of  a  devoted  teacher  in  the  school  in . 

During  six  months,  in  1832,  twenty-eight  of 
these  scholars  made  a  profession  of  religion. 

INCONSTANT    TEACHER    REPROVED. 

A  class  met  a  number  of  Sabbaths  when 
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their  teacher  was  absent.  They  called  on  him 
and  informed  him  that  they  were  punctual,  re- 
minded him  of  his  absence,  and  respectfully 
requested  him  to  come  the  next  Sabbath  and 
instruct  therm 

WORTHY    OF    IMITATION. 

A  school  in ,  enrolls  7  teachers  and  70 

scholars,  and  owes  its  existence  to  the  self-de- 
nying labors  of  a  young  lady,  who  two  years 
before,  was  herself  a  Sabbath  school  scholar. 
In  the  spring,  she  spent  one  week  in  efforts  to 
collect  the  children  in  that  part  of  the  town, 
and  procured  a  superintendent  and  teachers, 
herself  being  one  of  the  number. 

FIDELITY    REWARDED. 

In  a  school  where  only  4  have,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  charity,  been  brought  to  repentance, 
3  are  from  one  class,  which  is  under  the  in- 
struction of  a  teacher,  who  is  resolved  to  attempt 
and  expect  great  things.  A  very  pious  teacher 
in  this  State,  frequently  rose  before  light  in  the 
coldest  winter  weather,  to  prepare  her  heart  for 
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the  responsible  duties  of  the  Sabbath  school. 
In  a  short  time,  she  had  evidence  that  five  of 
her  scholars  had  become  reconciled  to  God. 
In  a  parish  where  40  have  recently  become 
hopefully  pious,  20  of  the  converts  belong  to 
the  Sabbath  school  ;  and  13  of  these  are  from 
a  single  class  of  14  scholars,  and  the  other  one 
is  an  anxious  inquirer.  The  teacher  of  this 
class  has  labored,  for  several  months,  with 
strong  confidence  that  she  shall  see  the  whole 
class  brought  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

SCHOLARS    PREFER    FAITHFUL    TEACHERS. 

In  one  school,  the  teachers  agreed  to  make  a 
general  exchange  of  classes  in  order  to  awaken 
a  deeper  interest.  To  effect  this  change, 
they  took  a  list  of  the  teachers,  and  went  to  the 
class  No.  J,  and  requested  the  scholars  to 
select  their  teacher  from  that  list.  In  this  way 
they  passed  through  the  school,  requesting  each 
class  in  numerical  order,  till  they  came  to  the 
last,  to  choose  their  teacher.  While  a  certain 
class  were  making  their  choice,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers said,  I  want  Mr. ,  for  our  teacher. 
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Why  do  you  want  him?  inquired  one  of  his 
classmates.  "  Because  he  always  talks  to  his 
class  till  he  cries" 

HAPPY  INFLUENCE  OF  FIDELITY. 

Mr. ,  was  not  absent  from  his  class  but 

two  Sabbaths  for  more  than  two  years.  At 
first,  he  was  afraid  to'  be  very  faithful  to  his 
scholars,  lest  he  should  drive  them  away  ;  but 
at  length,  he  became  more  faithful,  and  his  class 
became  more  punctual  in  their  attendance,  and 
more  attached  to  their  teacher.  One  little  boy 
belonging  to  this  class,  rather  than  be  absent 
from  the  school,  walked  from  a  distance  bare- 
foot, "  because,"  said  he,  "  my  shoes  pinch  my 
feet  so,  I  cannot  wear  them." 

EFFECTS  OF  FAITHFUL  INSTRUCTION. 

A  class,  (says  the  report  from  F ,)  con- 
sisting, in  all,  of  six  scholars,  usually  number- 
ing three  or  four  on  the  Sabbath,  was  left  vacant 
by  the  removal  of  its  teacher,  who  might  be 
denominated  a  good  common-place  teacher. 
Her  place  was  supplied  by  one  who  felt  the 
16* 
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solemn  responsibility  of  her  station  and  the 
worth  of  souls.  Her  influence  was  soon  seen 
and  felt.  Numbers  flocked  to  her  class.  In  a 
short  time  it  increased  from  six  to  fourteen,  and 
others  were  necessarily  denied  admission.  A 
deep  interest  and  general  seriousness  soon  per- 
vaded the  whole  class.  This  was  evidently 
the  result  of  direct  and  personal  conversation 
with  them  on  the  subject  of  their  salvation.  In 
a  short  time  this  devoted  teacher  was  obliged 
by  ill  health  to  resign  her  place  to  another ;  the 
class  has  now  lost  much  of  its  interest  in  spir- 
itual things,  and  has  gradually  dwindled  away 
to  nearly  its  former  number.  This  instance 
goes  to  show  that  even  the  thoughtless  have  a 
a  disposition  to  covet  and  listen  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  those  who  deal  faithfully  with  their 
souls. 

ANXIOUS    TEACHER    MADE    TO    REJOICE. 

A  teacher  in ,  for  a  long  time  had  been 

unusually  anxious  for  her  class  of  6  little  girls. 
On  the  Sabbath  previous  to  a  protracted  meet- 
ing, which  was  to  be  held  in   a  neighboring 
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parish,  she  urged  them  all  to  attend.  On  the 
second  or  third  day  of  the  meetings,  she  saw 
her  superintendent,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
while  tears  of  Christian  joy  were  gushing  from 
her  eyes,  she  exclaimed  :  "  Can  you  believe  it 
— all  my  class  are  rejoicing  in  hope  /" 

A    RICH    HARVEST. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1829,  (says  a  female 
teacher,)  that  I  first  entered  on  the  solemn, 
though  interesting  duties  of  a  Sabbath  school 
teacher.  Since  that  time,  nineteen  persons 
have  enrolled  themselves  as  members  of  my 
class.  Of  this  number  two  were  previously 
professors  of  religion.  Since  the  formation  of 
the  class,  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  visit 
us  in  mercy,  and  sixteen  of  the  members,  as  we 
trust,  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and  are 
now  members  of  the  visible  Church  of  Christ. 
The  remaining  member,  who  indulged  a  trem- 
bling hope  in  her  Savior,  has  taken  her  flight 
from  time,  and,  I  trust,  now  walks  with  her 
Redeemer  in  glory. 
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INFLUENCE    OF     ONE    INDIVIDUAL. 

u  I  saw  abundant  evidence,"  said  an  Agent, 
in  the  spring  of  1835.,  "  of  the  great  good  that 
one  individual  in  a  congregation  may  accom- 
plish, by  throwing  his  whole  strength  into  the 
cause  of  Sabbath  schools.     Some  of  the  most 

flourishing  schools  in  the  county  of would 

have  been  the  least  so,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
exertions  of  some  one  individual  in  each  of  the 
schools.  I  can  think  of  no  way  in  which  a 
private  Christian  can,  in  point  of  usefulness, 
approach  nearer  to  the  faithful  minister  of  the 
gospel,  than  by  enlisting  heartily  in  this  cause." 

EFFECTS    OF    IRREGULARITY. 

Si  I  have  often  seen  scholars  affected  4o 
tears,"  said  a  superintendent,  "  because  their 
teacher,  for  some  trivial  excuse,  has  neglected 
to  attend  the  school.  On  inquiring  of  some, 
who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the 
gchool,  the  reason  of  their  absence,  I  have  often 
received  the  reply,  '  My  teacher  is  not  con- 
stant ; '    or,   '  My    teacher   indifferently  goes 
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home,  from  the  services  of  the  forenoon,  just 
as  the  exercises  of  the  Sabbath  school  com- 
mence.' " 

ATTENDANCE    OF    TEACHERS. 

The  usual  number  belonging  to  the  


school,  at  a  time,  is  18.  Those  connected  the 
whole  time,  12.  Had  every  teacher,  while 
connected  with  the  school,  been  present  at 
every  session,  the  whole  number  of  attendance 
would  have  been  1,226  ;  as  it  was,  there  were 
1 ,099.  Eight  teachers  were  not  absent  at  all ; 
nine  were  absent,  averaging  three  times  each ; 
seven  were  absent,  averaging  seven  times  each  ; 
two  were  absent,  averaging  twenty-four  times 
each.  The  greater  part  of  absences,  were  in 
consequence  of  being  out  of  town.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  teachers  have  conferred  with 
the  superintendent  on  the  subject  of  their  ab- 
sence, and  in  the  case  of  leaving  the  school. 
This  has  been  done  invariably,  excepting  in 
one  instance. 

GETTING    NEW    SCHOLARS. 

Between  forty  and  fifty  scholars  were  brought 
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into  the  school  in ,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  those  before  connected  with  it. 
Thirty-three  have  been  brought  in  by  teachers. 
In  some  instances,  single  teachers  have  brought 
in  six  or  eight  scholars  each, 

REWARD    OF    FAITHFUL    EFFORTS. 

A  young  lady,  who  had  never  attended  a 
Sabbath  school,  was  induced,  by  the  impor- 
tunity of  another,  to  join  the  school  in  . 

She  now  expresses  great  delight  in  the  exer- 
cises, and  much  gratitude  to  the  individual  who 
persuaded  her  to  attend.  She  says,  she  can 
never  forget  the  person,  by  whose  influence 
she  became  connected  with  the  school. 

TWO    OTHER    EXAMPLES. 

One  of  the  scholars  in ,  who  became 

hopefully  pious  in  1828,  was  first,  awakened  by 
the  arguments  used  with  her,  in  private  conver- 
sation, to  persuade  her  to  attend  the  Sabbath 
school.  Another  expressed  her  determination 
not  to  attend  the  school  during  the  winter,  but 
was  persuaded  by  a  pious  teacher  to  change 
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this  determination.     She  now  indulges  the  hope 
that  her  heart  has  been  changed. 


ENCOURAGING     INCIDENT     FOR    FEMALE 
TEACHERS. 

In  1824 3  a  female  teacher  in  B ,  met 

a  colored  man,  an  entire  stranger,  and  inquired 
if  he  had  ever  been  to  the  Sabbath  school  for 
colored  adults.  The  man  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  school  ;  but  the  teacher  got  his  promise 
to  attend  the  next  Sabbath.  The  promise 
was  fulfilled,  and  the  man  continued  to  at- 
tend, with  great  constancy  and  punctuality,  and 
in  point  of  behavior  and  improvement  was 
equalled  by. few.  About  a  year  after  entering 
that  school,  he  was  brought  to  a  savins;  knowl- 
edge  of  the  Savior,  and  made  a  public  pro- 
fession of  religion,  and  he  continues  to  sustain 
a  good  Christian  character.  His  attention  to 
religion  was  occasioned  by  the  death  of  one  of 
his  acquaintance  who  was  also  a  member  of 
the  school.  The  good  which  has  been  effected 
by  this  school,  was  owing,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  some 
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of  the  female  teachers, — to  their  kind  and 
unremitted  instructions,  and  to  their  frequent 
and  faithful  visits  to  the  families  of  the  scholars. 
It  was  often  matter  of  wonder,  that  cold  and 
wet,  and  feeble  health,  and  a  long  walk  to  the 
most  disagreeable  part  of  the  town,  so  seldom 
interrupted  these  visits  and  labors  of  the  school. 

LAUDABLE    EXAMPLE. 

Said  the  superintendent  in ,  1827,  "I 

cannot  pass  over  the  very  laudable  example 
which  a  lady  who  resides  in  the  extreme  part,  of 
that  town,  has  set.  She  lives  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  meeting,  (having  a  young  family,) 
that  she  is  seldom  able  to  get  there,  and  there  are 
but  a  few  in  the  neighborhood  who  do.  Having 
no  Sabbath  school  which  her  children  could 
attend,  she  resolved  to  set  apart  an  hour  on  the 
Sabbath  to  give  her  children  religious  instruction 
in  the  form  of  a  Sabbath  school.  This  her 
children  mentioned  to  their  play-mates,  and 
other  children  came,  and  requested  admit- 
tance ;  and  soon,  instead  of  her  own  three 
children  for  scholars,  she  had  thirteen.     She 
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opened  her  little  school  again  this  year,  and  it 
has  gained  the  approbation  of  the  parents  as 
well  as  the  children,  so  far  that  she  found  it 
necessary  to  remove  from  her  own  house  to  a 
school  house,  where  she,  together  with  a  pious 
instructress  in  the  district  school,  meets  the 
children  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and  the 
school  now  consists  of  about  thirty." 

AN    INDIAN    TEACHER. 

There  is  one  fact  connected  with  the  school 

in — ,  which  ought  to  make  many  Christians, 

of  a  different  complexion,  blush,  who  have  had 
great  religious  privileges  and  literary  advan- 
tages. It  is  this : — One  of  the  teachers  is  an 
Indian  woman,  supremely  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  Christ.  She  is  seventy-six  years  of  age, 
and  she  thinks  she  is  not  yet  too  old  to  be  a 
Sabbath  school  teacher;  but  rejoices  in  the 
privilege  of  spending  her  last  days  in  instruct- 
ing the  rising  generation  into  a  knowledge  of 
the  Bible ;  whilst  there  are  many  very  efficient 
and  valuable  gentlemen  and  ladies,  in  our  most 
respectable  Churches  and  societies.,  who  excuse 
17 
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themselves  from  the  task,  or  confinement,  as 
they  call  it,  of  teaching  in  our  Sabbath  schools, 
even  before  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
or  forty  years.  Deeply  is  it  to  be  regretted, 
that  those  who  are  most  conversant  with  the 
Scriptures,  and  have  had  the  most  experience, 
should  give  up  the  management  and  business 
of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  are  younger  and  less  experienced. 

REAPING    IN    DUE    TIME. 

A  pupil,  formerly  a  member  of  the  first  class 
ot  boys  in  the  street  school,  who  mani- 
fested but  little  interest  in  the  exercises  of  the 
school  while  connected  with  it,  and  who  left  in 
1830,  about  a  year  afterwards,  in  passing  the 
6treet,  met  his  teacher  with  a  smile,  and  with 
a  countenance  seemingly  lighted  up  with  joy 
and  hope.  After  making  himself  known,  as 
the  teacher  did  not,  at  first,  recognize  him, 
he  exclaimed,  with  lively  emotion,  "  I  shall 
ever  have  reason  to  be  thankful  for  Sabbath 
schools !  "  He  indulged  a  hope  in  the  Savior 
of  sinners,  and   immediately  engaged   in    the 
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benevolent  work  of  a  Sabbath  school  teacher 
in  another  part  of  the  city. 

TRIBUTE    TO    A    DEPARTED    TEACHER. 

Says  the  superintendent  of  the street 

school,  B ,  "  We  have  been  called  in  the 

providence  of  God,  to  part  with  one  of  our 
most  devoted  and  faithful  teachers.  And  I 
cannot  refrain  from  bearing  my  testimony  to 
his  unwearied  diligence,  and  untiring  efforts  in 
this  labor  of  love.  He  possessed,  naturally,  an 
amiable,  affectionate  temper,  which  was  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  power  of  divine  grace  in 
his  heart ;  and  from  his  first  connection  with 
the  school,  a  period  of  more  than  three  years, 
he  was  always  found  promptly  at  his  post,  with 
great  meekness  and  humility,  exhibiting  in  his 
example  as  well  as  precepts,  the  excellency  of 
the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 
The  deep  sensation  produced,  when  his  death 
was  announced,  not  only  among  those  who 
were  associated  with  him  as  teachers,  but 
among  all  the  scholars,  proved  that  he  had  won 
the  love  of  many  besides   his  own   immediate 
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class.  Without  at  all  disparaging  the  zeal  and 
ability  of  others  engaged  in  the  same  good 
cause,  I  must  say,  that  I  have  rarely  or  never 
met  with  one,  who  could  better  secure,  or  wTas 
better  entitled  to  the  love  of  those  whom  he 
was  called  to  instruct." 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

Mr.  F ,  a  teacher  in street  Sab- 
bath school,  died  in  1831  or  '32.  In  the 
death  of  this  young  man,  (says  the  superin- 
tendent,) a  breach  has  been  made  in  our  school, 
which,  it  is  feared,  will  not  be  easily  repaired  ; 
and  we  feel  that  his  ardent  piety,  his  faithful- 
ness as  a  teacher,  and  his  incessant  labor  for 
the  spiritual  good  of  the  school,  claim  for  him 

a  notice  in  our  report.     Mr.  F entered 

the  school  in  September,  1829,  and  took  charge 
of  the  oldest  boys'  class ;  and  he  soon  dis- 
played the  rare  talent  of  governing  boys, 
apparently  incorrigible,  by  winning  their  affec- 
tions with  his  kindness,  while  he  interested 
them  with  instruction  calculated  to  make  them 
wise  unto  salvation.     And  although  he  did  not 
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seethe  fruit  of  his  labor  while  he  lived;  yet 
we  confidently  hope  that    the   precious  seed, 
sown  with  such  perseverance  in  those  youthful 
minds,  will  not  be   lost.     By  his  constant  and 
punctual   attendance  at  the  school,  his  fervent 
prayers  and  interesting  addresses,  both  in  school 
and  at  the  teachers'  meetings,  and  his  readiness 
to  go  forward  in   every  enterprise  for  the  good 
of  the  school,  he  has  left  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation  by  all  engaged  in  so  noble  a  cause-; 
and  has  given  to  the  recollection  and  affections 
of    his    fellow    teachers,    a    sacred   influence, 
which,  it  is  believed,  the   revolution  of  years 
will   not    be    able   to    obliterate.       And    it    is 
pleasing  to  observe  the  interest  that  is  excited 
among   the   scholars,  and  more  especially,   in 
those  families  which  he  used  to  visit,  when  the 
name  of  Mr.  F— —  is  mentioned  ;  so  that  it 
may  be  said  of  him,  "Though  dead,  he  yet 
speaketh."     In    short,    we    fondly   hope,    and 
confidently   believe,     that     the    blessing   pro- 
nounced   upon    "the    dead    who  die    in    the 
Lord,"  is  his. 

17* 
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STILL    ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

Early  in  January,    1832,  (says  the  superin- 
tendent,) Mr.  W ,  one  of  the  most  valued 

laborers  in street  Sabbath  school,  was 

dismissed  from  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Al- 
though young  in  years,  he  had  been  long  a 
tried  and  devoted  teacher  in  the  school.  There 
was  about  him  a  promptness  and  energy  which 
gave  his  labors  an  estimation  among  us  all, 
which  caused  his  death  to  be  deeply  felt. 
Always  at  his  post,  and  ever  ready  at  the  call 
of  duty,  he  gave  full  evidence  that  he  had 
counted  the  cost  of  being  a  faithful  and 
thorough  Sabbath  school  teacher.  This  de- 
partment of  Christian  labor  seemed  to  be  con- 
tinually growing  upon  his  esteem  and  affection. 
We  cannot  but  feel  that  it  was  love  to  the 
Savior,  whose  servant  he  professedly  was, 
which  wras  the  moving  spring  of  his  consistent 
and  active  life  and  labors.  To  that  Savior  he 
lived,  to  that  Savior  he  died.  Cut  off  unex- 
pectedly as  he  was,  in  the  commencement  of 
bis  useful  career,  how  are  we  reminded  that 
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to  faithful  and  unfaithful  Sabbath  school  teach- 
ers, the  night  of  death  is  fast  approaching. 

A  TEACHER  AND  SUPERINTENDENT'S  LEGACY. 

The  youthful  W ,  (says  the   secretary 

of  the Sabbath  School  Union,)  has  left 

us  for  a  brighter  world  :   His  worth  is  portrayed 

above.     And  now  we  must  add  Mr.  P to 

the  number  of  those  whose  places  shall  know 
them  no  more  forever.  His  labors,  his  tears, 
and  his  prayers-  are  ended;  and  his  example 
is  all  that  remains  to  us.  It  is  a  precious 
legacy.  He  was  an  untiring  friend  to  Sabbath 
schools.  Active  and  punctual  in  its  duties  as 
teacher  and  superintendent,  he  was  known  to 
you  all.  Wise  in  counsel,  energetic  in  action, 
kind  and  conciliating  in  manners,  and  throwing 
over  all  these  qualities,  as  a  mantle  of  light,  a 
high-toned  piety,  he  could  not  be  known 
without  being  loved.  May  his  mantle  fall  on 
us,  and  the  celestial  path  which  he  has  trod- 
den, be,  in  turn,  pressed  by  our  following  foot* 
steps. 
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BENEFITS    OF    TEACHERS'    VISITS* 

In  enumerating  the  causes  which  have  in- 
creased our  number,  (says  a  superintendent,) 
we  would  not  forget  the  exertions  of  the 
teachers.  They  are  accustomed  to  visit  their 
scholars  occasionally  for  personal  conversation. 
In  this  way  they  became  acquainted  with  the 
parents,  and  secured  their  confidence,  and  in 
many  cases,  we  hope  their  co-operation.  In 
these  various  ways,  the  interest  in  the  school 
has  been  continually  increasing.  Scarce  a 
Sabbath  passes  in  which  we  do  not  receive 
some  accession. 

In  Sabbath   school,   the   visiting  has 

been  mostly  done  by  females,  whose  assiduity 
in  this  duty  has  only  been  equalled  by  their 
attendance  at  school.  By  visiting,  they  get 
access  to  many  who  otherwise  would  seldom 
hear  serious  conversation.  They  find  them,  as 
families,  very  ignorant  and  heedless,  requiring 
repeated  visits. 

FIDELITY    OF    FEMALE    TEACHERS. 

A  fact,  worthy  of  notice,  in  the street 


SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS.  201 

school,  is,  that  both  on  the  roll  and  in  the 
attendance,  the  number  of  female  scholars 
more  than  doubles  that  of  the  males.  This 
is  attributed  principally  to  the  more  constant 
and  permanent  attendance  of  the  female  teach- 
ers, and  to  the  more  faithful  manner  in  which 
the  duty  of  visiting  the  scholars  at  their  homes, 
is  performed  by  them. 

INCONSTANCY    OF    TEACHERS. 

In  the  Report  of  the Sabbath  School 

Union,  for  1831,  the  following  facts  are  men- 
tioned. The  returns  of  one  superintendent 
state,  that  one  teacher  in  every  thirteen  has 
been  absent  during  the  year ;  and  the  returns 
of  another,  state,  that  nearly  two  in  every 
fourteen  have  been  absent ;  both  giving  an 
average  of  one  in  ten.  Supposing  these  to  be 
fair  specimens  of  the  attendance  of  the  teachers, 
at  the  same  ratio  it  would  appear,  that  thirty- 
six  out  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers,  have 
been  absent  during  the  whole  year.  In  this 
view,  there  has  been  a  loss  of  instruction  to 
the  scholars,  equal  to  about  one   tenth   part; 
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independent  of  the  disorder  and  bad  influence 
occasioned  by  leaving  the  classes  destitute  of 
a  teacher. 

One  report  of  a  superintendent  states,  that 
one  teacher  in  eight  has  lacked  punctuality  of 
attendance.  Adopting  that  ratio  as  a  basis 
of  calculation,  it  gives  the  result,  that  nearly 
forty-five  out  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers, 
(350,)  have  been  late  in  attendance  through- 
out. 

INFLUENCE    OF    TEACHERS'    EXAMPLE. 

A  comparison  of  the  average  number  of 
scholars  belonging  to  the  schools,  says  the  same 
report,  referred  to  in  the  article  above,  with 
their  average  attendance,  shows,  that  over  one 
third  have  been  uniformly  absent ;  and  the 
attendance,  compared  with  the  number  on  the 
roll,  shows  a  difference  of  more  than  one  half 
To  what  is  this  great  disparity  owing  ?  How 
much  of  it  is  occasioned  by  example,  and  the 
remissness  of  teachers  in  visiting  their  classes  ? 

AN    UNEASY    CONSCIENCE. 

The —  street  Sabbath  school  was  called 
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in  1831  or  '32,  to  give  up  one  of  its  most 
efficient  female  teachers  for  the  Sandwich 
Islands  Mission.  But  a  few  Sabbaths  before 
she  left,  an  interesting  youth  of  eighteen,  who 
had  formerly  belonged  to  the  school,  and  to 
her  class,  came  in  to  bid  her  farewell.  She 
said  she  left  the  school  about  two  years  before, 
on  account  of  her  conscience  being  uneasy  under 
her  faithful  instructions ;  but  this  did  not 
relieve  her.  She  could  find  no  rest  for  her 
soul,  till  she  found  it  in  Christ.  With  a  heart 
filled  with  joy,  and  with  flowing  eyes,  she 
thanked  her  teacher  for  her  faithfulness. 

"  NEVER    DESPAIR." 

A  young  man  accosted   his  former   teach- 
er,   "Do   you   remember  ?"     "  Yes." 

"  Well,  never  despair.  Bad  as  I  was  then, 
and  hopeless  as  the  case  of  your  scholar  was, 
I  hope  God  has  had  mercy  on  my  soul,  and 

I  am  now  a  teacher  in  school."     This 

young  man  and  his  teacher  both  left  the 
school  some  years  before, — "  But,"  says  the 
superintendent,  "I  well  remember   the  char- 
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acter  of  that  scholar,  at  the  time.  There  are 
few  more  hopeless  subjects  to  be  found  in  the 
school  than  he  was  ;  but  we  see  what  the 
grace  of  God  is  able  to  accomplish." 

SELF-DENYING    LABORS. 

"Last  year,  (says  the  superintendent  in 
C ,)  we  had  but  one  school,  and  70  schol- 
ars, but  through  the  exertions  of  some  of  the 
teachers,  another  school  was  got  up  three  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  town,  the  present  year, 
and  has  done  well.  Some  of  the  teachers 
walked,  in  going  and  returning,  six  miles  every 
Sabbath,  to  instruct  in  this  school,  after  having 
been  engaged  in  the  other  school,  and  attended 
divine  service.  There  is  much  to  encourage 
Sabbath  school  instruction  in  this  place,  and 
we  are  in  hopes  to  commence  the  spring  term 
on  a  larger  scale  than  we  have  hitherto  pro- 
ceeded. 

superintendent's  testimony. 

The  superintendent  of Sabbath  school, 

in  S ,  gives  the  following  testimony  to  the 


SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS.  205 

faithfulness  of  his  teachers.  "  We  have  a  band 
of  faithful  and  devoted  teachers.  Some  few  of 
them  have  been  constant  and  faithful  through 
J  2  successive  years.  One  of  them  recently  re- 
ported 7,  and  another  9  of  her  former  pupils, 
as  being  already  numbered  among  the  friends 
of  the  Redeemer.  Our  teachers  feel  a  good 
degree  of  responsibility,  of  individual  respon- 
sibility, without  which  a  Sabbath  school  cannot 
be  in  a  prosperous  state.  It  is  regarded,  as  it 
ever  should  be,  a  delightful  privilege  to  teach 
in  the  Sabbath  school,  and  therefore,  every 
teacher,  who  is  absent  two  successive  Sabbaths, 
without  providing  a  substitute,  or  apprising  the 
superintendent,  forfeits  the  privilege  of  teaching 
in  the  school. 

a  teacher's  dying   message. 

A  few  weeks  since,  (said  the  superintendent 

of  the  street  school,  in  1827,)   we  were 

called  to  mourn  the  death  of  one  of  our  num- 
ber,   Miss  M S ;  but  we  were   not 

called  to  mourn  as   those  without  hope.     She 
departed  in  the  triumphs  of  faith ;  and  in  her 
18 
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last  struggle  with  the  Icing  of  terrors,  we  have 
reason  to  hope  she  came  off  conqueror,  and 
more  than  conqueror,  through  Him  that  loved 
her,  and  gave  Himself  for  her.  It  was  on  the 
day  before  her  death,  that  she  sent  a  request, 
that  we  would  communicate  an  exhortation 
from  her,  as  her  dying  message,  to  those  with 
whom  she  had  been  associated  in  the  labors 
of  our  Sabbath  school.  That  message  was— 
"  Be  faithful  to  the  children  committed  to  your 
care."  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  following, 
which  was  the  Sabbath,  we  delivered  the  ad- 
monition—which proved  to  be  almost  literally 
her  dying  message — for  she  was  at  that  moment 
on  the  borders  of  the  grave,  and  in  two  hours 
afterwards,  she  entered  into  that  world,  where 
they  who  are  faithful  unto  death,  will  receive 
a  crown  of  life. 
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TEACHERS'  MEETINGS. 

REMARKS. 

The  benefits  of  Teachers'  Meetings  are  im- 
portant and  various.  No  matter  in  what  cir- 
cumstances of  life  teachers  may  live,  they  will 
not  generally  so  well  do  their  duty  as  when 
they  have  studied  their  lesson  together,  and  if 
possible,  with  their  pastor.  Sabbath  school 
teachers  are  the  pastor's  colleagues  to  the  extent 
of  their  ability.  To  them  he  entrusts,  in  a 
measure,  the  business  of  enlightening  and  feed- 
ing the  lambs  of  his  flock.  He  must  therefore 
preach  to  them  and  through  them,  to  the  juve- 
nile part  of  his  congregation  every  Sabbath. 
Besides,  Sabbath  school  teachers  volunteer  this 
interview  with  their  pastor  as  furnishing  an  op- 
portunity for  them  to  learn  from  him  how  to 
communicate  instruction.  Teaching  is  an  art. 
We  must  learn  how  to  display  the  truth,  so  as 
to  secure  attention  and  win  the  heart.     From 
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such  opportunities  with  the  pastor,  during  the 
week,  Sabbath  school  teachers  increase  their 
own  usefulness?  and  receive  some  good  recom- 
pense for  their  self-denying  labors.  But  these 
meetings  should  not  be  a  substitute  for  the  con- 
cert, because  they  are  accompanied  with  prayer. 
Neither  should  a  prayer-meeting  of  the  teach- 
ers be  a  substitute  for  the  weekly  teachers' 
meeting.  Teachers  do  not  wish  to  be  left 
entirely  to  themselves  ;  they  know  the  danger 
of  wrong  explanations  ;  weak  or  unanswered 
arguments,  false  philosophy  or  mistaken  advice 
in  relation  to  the  truth  and  to  the  soul.  If 
early  impressions  are  wrong  when  made  by  a 
Sabbath  school  teacher,  ivhere  will  they  be 
discovered  and  the  injury  prevented  ?  No 
teacher  can  feel  too  strongly  the  importance  of 
making  vigorous  efforts  to  acquire  the  most 
perfect  and  correct  knowledge  of  his  lesson, 
and  the  most  effectual  mode  of  bringing  this 
knowledge  to  exert  its  greatest  influence- on 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  scholars.  To  se- 
cure these  objects,  it  is  almost  indispensably 
necessary  that  the  teachers  of  every  Sabbath 
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school  should  meet  together  for  mutual  assist- 
ance  in  ascertaining  the  whole  meaning  of  the 
passage  given  to  their  classes,  and  to  implore 
unitedly  the  illuminating  'and  sanctifying  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Ghost.  If  this  is  not  done, 
especially  where  the  teachers  hear  no  biblical 
lecture  from  their  pastor,  facts  abundantly  prove 
that  some  will  handle  the  Word  cf  God  very 
unskilfully,  if  not  to  the  ruin  of  precious  souls. 

An  important  advantage  attending  these 
meetings  is,  that  a  uniform  answer  is  given  to 
the  same  question  in  all  the  classes,  so  that  the 
difficulty  is  avoided  which  sometimes  arises,  of 
having  an  explanation  given,  when  the  school 
is  examined,  different  from  what  has  been  given 
by  some  of  the  teachers.  Another  advantage 
is  the  instruction  we  obtain  ourselves  from  ex- 
amining the  Scriptures.  These  meetings  are 
eminently  calculated  to  unite  teachers  in  Chris- 
tian love,  and  to  encourage  and  stimulate  them 
to  persevere  in  their  labors,  to  advance  the 
cause  of  the  Redeemer  by  training  up  the 
young  to  be  a  seed  to  serve  him. 
18* 
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WEEKLY    PRAYER    MEETING- 

A  weekly  prayer  meeting  has  been  held  by 

the  teachers  in — ,  on  Saturday  evening,  at 

the  house  of  the  pastor,  after  which  they  have 
made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  lesson  ; 
and  to  this  meeting  of  the  teachers  is  to  be 
attributed  very  much  of  the  success  attending 
the  school. 

MEETING    FOR    VARIOUS    PURPOSES. 

The  teachers  in  D ,  held  a  meeting  once 

in  two  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
lesson  and  for  conversation  on  the  interests 
of  the  school.  After  having  gone  through  the 
lesson,  some  of  the  most  important  questions 
are  discussed,  generally  with  interest  and 
profit. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  school  in  G — — ,  was  discontinued 
during  the  winter  season  till  1827,  when  the 
teachers  resolved  to  continue  it  through  the 
winter,  even  if  it^should  be  small.     They  also 
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resolved  on  making  greater  efforts  to  improve 
the  institution  than  were  formerly  made.  The 
winter  school  commenced  with  50  scholars.  In 
a  short  time  it  increased  to  160.  During  the 
winter,  the  teachers  and  officers  of  the  school 
held  regular  meetings  once  in  two  weeks. 
These  were  devoted  to  conversation  on  sub- 
jects relating  to  the  school.  At  each  meeting 
a  question  respecting  some  duty  of  the  teachers, 
was  proposed  ;  and  they  answered  it  at  the 
next  meeting.  The  answers  were  commonly 
given  in  the  language  of  the  Bible.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended,  and  were  very  in- 
teresting: and  it  is  believed  their  influence  was 
highly  salutary. 

EXPOSITORY    TEACHING. 

The  male  teachers  in  C ,  meet  once   a 

week,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  Bible. 
The  male  and  female  teachers  meet  weekly, 
to  hear  a  lecture  on  the  subject  of  the  lesson. 
Much  good  has  resulted  from  these  meetings. 
In  the  former,  the  lesson  is  taken  up  by  ques- 
tion and  answer,  in  rotation,  with  explanations 
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and  general  remarks.  In  the  latter,  an  expo- 
sition of  the  passage,  containing  the  lesson,  is 
given,  accompanied  with  practical  reflections. 
Thus  the  teacher  becomes  prepared  to  com- 
municate instruction,  in  a  manner  most  likely 
to  ensure  success,  by  expository  teaching  ; 
the  almost  sure  effect  of  which  is,  to  lead  the 
learner  to  an  understanding  of  the  Bible. 

MUTUAL    IMPROVEMENT. 

At  the  teachers'  meeting,  (says  the  superin- 
tendent in  S ,)   we  have  availed  ourselves 

of  the  best  means  in  our  power  of  obtaining  a 
correct  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  por- 
tion of  Scripture  under  consideration.  We 
have  desired  to  possess  a  teachable  disposition, 
and  to  drink  deeply  at  the  fountain  of  Wisdom. 
We  are  firmly  persuaded,  nevertheless,  that 
more  than  one  year's  close  application  will  be 
required,  ere  we  gain  even  a  passable  knowl- 
edge of  the  Scripture  embraced  by  the  ques- 
tions. 

At  our  meetings  for  mutual  improvement,  the 
teachers   form  themselves  into   a   class, — the 
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questions  are  asked  in  order  by  one  of  our 
number,  and  we  wish  to  proceed  no  faster  than 
we  are  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the  definite 
meaning  of  each  of  the  questions,  It  some- 
times, happens,  however,  that  questions  arise 
which  we  are  unable  to  solve.  Those  we 
mark,  to  be  studied  and  attended  to  at  the^  next 
meeting. 

A  deeper  interest  has  also  been  felt  in  the 
Sabbath  School  Coneert; — and  the  teachers 
are  more  firmly  and  affectionately  associated. 
They  seem  willing  to  make  unwearied  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  and  their  prayer  is,  that  the  children 
committed  to  their  care  may  become  truly  ivise, 
— and  that  they  themselves  may  deserve  the 
appellation  of  "  faithful  servants." 
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SCHOLARS. 

INFLUENCE    IN    ENLARGING    THE    SCHOOL. 

Says  the  superintendent  in ,   We  have 

successfully    enlisted    all   the   children    in   the 
school,  in   the  benevolent  labor  of  bringing  in 
others  to  share  the  benefits  of  moral  and   reli- 
gious instruction.     All  the  teachers  and  all  the 
scholars,    however  small,    were    requested    to 
bring    in  one   new  scholar  each   on    the  next 
Sabbath,  and    this   request    was  repeated   for 
several  successive  Sabbaths,  and  our  seats  have 
almost  literally  been  thronged  with  young  im- 
mortals, eager  for  instruction.     Sabbath  schools 
had  their  origin  in  a  happy,  pertinent,  and  be- 
nevolent   thought ;  and    from    the   first    crude 
conception   in  the  mind  of  Robert  Raikes,  to 
the  present  extensive  operations  of  the  system, 
they  have   been   indebted  to  many  hints  sug- 
gested  by  individuals,  in    parts  of  the  world 
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widely  distant  from  each  other.  In  large  towns 
and  cities,  we  believe  this  to  be  the  best  plan 
for  collecting  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
children,  who  are  the  heirs  of  poverty,  igno- 
rance and  vice. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

The  pastor  in ,  in  1826,  requested  each 

Sabbath  school  scholar,  during  the  winter,  to 
find  a  child  that  had  never  attended  a  Sabbath 
school,  and  persuade  it  to  come  in  the  spring. 
After  this,  he  was  frequently  met  by  some  one 
of  these  little  children,  who  would  say:  "I 
have  found  my  boy  or  girl  that  is  coming  with 
me  to  the  Sabbath  school  next  spring."  The 
effect  of  this  plan  has  already  been  most 
happy. 

THE    YOUNG    MISSIONARY. 

A  clergyman  at  the  West,  a  year  or  two 
since,  selected  one  of  his  Sabbath  school  schol- 
ars as  a  proper  person  to  be  educated  for  the 
ministry,  in  case  he  should  give  evidence  of 
real   piety.     Being  satisfied  on   this  point,  he 
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recently  seat  for  the  boy,  who  promptly  obeyed 
the  summons,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  conver- 
sation, expressed  a  strong  desire  to  become  a 
missionary  to  Ceylon.  He  was  asked,  if  he 
could  leave  his  parents,  his  associates,  his 
Sabbath  school,  and  all  his  friends,  and  go  over 
the  great  ocean  into  that  dark  land,  to  do  those 
people  good  ?  He  replied,  with  much  feeling, 
that  he  could,  and  that  this  was  the  thing  which,, 
above  all  others,  he  desired.  He  was  asked 
why  he  wished  to  go  to  Ceylon ;  and  the  reply 
was,  that  about  four  weeks  before,  he  had 
taken  from  the  library  and  read,  a  book  pub- 
lished by  the  Massachusetts  Sabbath  School 
Society,  entitled,  u  Conversations  on  the  Cey- 
lon Mission."  This  had  awakened  his  sym- 
pathies, and  he  longed  to  go  and  wear  out  in 
endeavors  to  do  those  poor  heathen  good.  He 
remarked  that  the  want  of  means  was  the  only 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  getting  an  education  ; 
and  his  countenance  brightened,  when  told,, 
that  the  way  could  probably  be  opened,  so  that 
he  might  preach  the  gospel. 
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DEATH    OF    A    TEACHER    SANCTIFIED. 

When  a  class  met,  whose  teacher  had  just 
died,  they  found  themselves  like  sheep  with- 
out a  shepherd.  One  of  the  scholars  was  so 
much  affected  with  the  thought  that  her  teach- 
er had  gone  to  give  up  her  account,  that  she 
resolved  to  be  prepared  to  follow  and  meet 
her  in  heaven.  She  soon  gave  evidence  of 
being  born  again. 

A    DYING     SCHOLAR'S    BEQUEST. 

A  scholar  in  — : — ,  died  in  1834,  giving 
delightful  evidence  that  she  was  prepared  for 
death.  She  bequeathed  her  little  all  to  the 
Sabbath  school,  thus  showing  how  near  its  in- 
terests lay  to  her  heart  in  a  dying  hour. 

ELIZABETH. 

A  girl  of  12  was  known  for  some  time  to  be 
very  serious,  and  anxious  to  have  her  teacher 
converse  with  her  about  her  soul.  At  length, 
a  beam  of  joy  lighted  up  her  countenance. 
She  said  to  her  superintendent  one  day,  "  O 
19 
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how  I  love  my  Savior."  One  Sabbath,  soon 
after  this,  she  came  to  him,  at  the  close  of  the 
school :  as  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  she  burst 
into  tears.  "  Elizabeth,"'  said  he,  "  do  you 
love  the  Savior  now?"  "  Yes,"  said  she, 
"but  I  have  been  tempted  this  week.  Some- 
thing seemed  to  say  I  was  not  a  Christian,  and 
it  made  me  very  unhappy." 

"  What  did  you  do  then?" 

"  I  prayed  that  I  might  be  delivered  from 
temptation,  and  then  I  felt  happy." 

She  has  since  given  most  decided  evidence 
of  being  a  child  of  God.  Her  exercise  of  mind 
and  her  prayers  are  like  those  of  mature 
Christians. 

A  sermon  from  the  pastor,  to  Sabbath  school 
children,  was  the  means,  under  God,  of  calling 
her  attention  to  the  welfare  of  her  soul. 

INFLUENCE  OF  ONE  CONVERSATION. 

A  few  years  since,  a  scholar  connected  with 
street  Sabbath  school,  was  hopefully  con- 


verted.    She  dates  her  first  saving  impressions 
from  a  conversation  she  had  with  a  female  pupil 


SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS.  219 

aboui  her  own  age,  who  belonged  to  the  same 
school. 

A    PRAYING    CHILD. 

Says    the   superintendent  of  the    school    in 

* ,  There    has  been   one  case  of  hopeful 

conversion  during  the  year, — a  -little  girl  about 
8  years  old.  I  called  to  see  her  the  other 
day.  Her  mother  told  me  that  she  had  be- 
haved very  remarkably,  indeed  ;  that  many 
times,  after  the  little  girl  had  retired  to  bed,  she 
had  gone  into  her  room,  and  found  her  in  tears, 
and  she  had  asked  her  why  she  wept  ?  and 
her  reply  has  been,  that  she  was  weeping 
because  she  was  a  sinner,  and  unfit  for  heav- 
en. And  at  other  times,  she  has  found  her 
praying  for  her  parents,  (here  I  would  say  her 
parents  are  not  pious;)  also  for  her  near  con- 
nections, and  also  for  the  poor  heathen.  She 
feels  a  deep  interest  for  the  heathen  children 
that  have  no  God.  She  says,  if  she  lives  she 
wishes  to  carry  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  chil- 
dren. When  she  comes  to  the  table  to  eat,  she 
frequently   asks  God's    blessing  on   the   food, 


220  SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS. 

with  a  solemnity  and  appropriateness  very  re- 
markable. 

A    SOLEMN    WARNING. 

In   1835,  five  scholars   belonging    to 


street  Sabbath  school,  were  called  into  eter- 
nity— three  boys  and  two  girls — one  of  the 
boys  by  drowning  ;  and  what  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable, both  of  the  girls  died  after  having  been 
only  one  Sabbath  in  the  school.  One  Sabbath's 
instruction  in  the  Sabbath  school,  and  then 
taken  to  their  account !  They  were  both  chil- 
dren of  Irish  parents,  and  most  likely  all  the 
religious  instruction  they  had  ever  had,  was 
what  one  teacher  could  give  them  in  one 
Sabbath. 

A  CARELESS,  SKEPTICAL  YOUTH  CONVERTED. 

One  Sabbath,  (says  a  superintendent,)  there 

entered  the street  school  at  an  early  hour, 

a  young  man  who  took  his  seat  near  the  desk, 
and  after  the  school  had  been  opened,  came  to 
me  and  said,  "  Do  you  know  me  ?"  I  did  not 
at  first  recognize  him.  "  Do  you  remember 
of  having  some  years  ago,  a  boy  in  your  class 
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by  the  name  of  J.  W.  ?"     Yes,  I  do.     "  I  am 

he,  and  you  doubtless  remember  the  trials  I 
gave  you  ;  but  though  I  was  so  careless  and  so 
skeptical,  I  could  never  escape  the  convictions 
I  received  in  the  Sabbath  school ;  they  fol- 
lowed me  wherever  I  went,  until  I  hope  I  sub- 
mitted my  rebellious  heart  to  that  Savior  1  af- 
fected to  despise  ;  and  now,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  I  hope  to  be  qualified  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel I  tried  to  disbelieve."  This  young  man, 
when  in  my  class,  was  the  most  unpromising 
of  all  I  had.  I  almost  feared  he  would  contam- 
inate the  class.  Both  his  parents  and  himself 
were  connected  with  the  theatre,  and  their 
thoughts  were  full  of  all  manner  of  wickedness. 
Let  us  not  be  disheartened,  though  we  labor 
much  and  long,  and  see  no  fruit  of  our 
labors ;  in  due  time  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint 
not. 

DANGER    OF    NEGLECTING    THE    SABBATH 
SCHOOL. 

In ,  a  large  Bible  class  was  commenced 

in  1825.     A  number  left  it  in  a  few  weeks  ; 
19  * 
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but  every  individual  who  attended  through  the 
summer  became  hopefully  pious,  during  a  revi- 
val that  originated  in  this  class ;  while  all  who 
left  the  class  were  awakened,  but  not  one  has 
given  evidence  of  a  saving  change. 

REMARKABLE     CLASS. 

One  entire  class  of  boys,  of  15  to  17  years 
of  age,  in  the  school  in  ■ ,  thought  them- 
selves too  old  to  attend!  and  with  their 
teacher,  withdrew,  and  met  at  his  house  on  the 
Sabbath. 

ATTACHMENT    TO    THE    SCHOOL. 

Many  of  the  scholars  in street  Sabbath 

school,  are  much  attached  to  the  school.  One 
of  the  parents,  speaking  of  her  children,  said, 
"  They'd  go  to  Sabbath  school  if  they  had  to 
walk  on  their  heads." 

SABBATH    SCHOOL    BOYS    OBTAINING    GOOD 
PLACES. 

It  is  a  fact  worth  noticing,  that  several  of  the 
boys  in  street  Sabbath  school,  by  their 
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constant  attendance  and  good  behavior  at  the 
Sabbath  school,  and  their  diligence  in  getting 
their  lessons,  have  procured  for  themselves  good 
places  in  business. 

CONTRAST. 

A  teacher  called  at  a  neighbor's  house,  and 
the  parents  being  absent,  questioned  the  chil- 
dren about  the  creation,  the  flood,  &c.  They 
appeared  much  surprised  at  the  questions,  and 
were  as  unable  to  answer  them  as  though  they 
had  related  to  another  planet.  They  did  not 
attend  the  Sabbath  school. 

In  the  same  neighborhood  lived  another 
child,  whose  age  was  about  the  average  age  of 
those  children  just  mentioned,  and  her  advan- 
tages, excepting  the  Sabbath  school,  of  which 
she  was  a  member,  were  no  better  than  theirs. 
As  her  father  called  on  the  superintendent  to 
inquire  the  meaning  of  a  certain  passage  of 
Scripture,  he  remarked,  that  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  asking  his  daughter  the  meaning  of 
obscure  portions  of  the  Bible,  and  that  he  sel- 
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dom  failed  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  explan- 
ation. 

HISTORY    OF    A    SABBATH    SCHOLAR. 

The  following  account  was  furnished  in  1830, 
by  a  gentleman  who  was,  some  years  since,  a 
teacher  in  a  school  connected  with  the  — — - 
Sabbath  School  Union. 

" About  ten  years  have  passed  away  since  I 

left  the  Sabbath  school  in  M street,  where 

I  was  engaged  about  two  years  and  a  half. 
Many  who  were  then  children  in  the  school, 
have  now  grown  up,  and  are  taking  the  places 
of  their  parents,  who  are  rapidly  passing  off  the 
stage.  Having  watched  the  progress  of  some 
of  these  children,  I  would  now  say,  to  the  glory 
of  divine  grace,  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
faithful  teachers,  that  I  know  many,  who  received 
their  first  religious  impressions  in  that  school, 
who  are  now  not  only  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  but  who  adorn  their  profession,  by  holy 
lives  and  conduct.  Nothing  can  be  more  de- 
lightful  to  a  teacher,  than  to  trace  the  history 
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and  progress  of  a  child  for  whose  benefit  he 
has  labored  and  prayed  ;  and  whose  path  has 
finally  become  like  that  of  the  just,  "  which 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 
The  Sabbath  school  is  still  dear  to  me,  and 
many  of  its  scenes  I  shall  carry  fast  in  my 
memory  to  the  grave.  A  brief  history  of  one 
of  these  dear  children  I  will  now  relate. 

In  the  spring  of  1818,  one  of  our  female 
teachers,  on  her  way  to  school,  passed  two 
poor  girls,  who  appeared,  as  I  understood,  to 
have  been  sent  out  by  their  parents  to  obtain 
cold  victuals,  but  were  then  at  play.  Think- 
ing, however,  they  were  fit  subjects  of  Sabbath 
school  instruction,  she  turned  back,  told  them 
about  the  school,  and  invited  and  urged  them 
to  come  on  the  next  Sabbath.  I  believe  both 
came,  and  were  immediately  recognized  and 
encouraged  by  the  watchful  teacher.  A.,  of 
whom  I  write,  was  about  twelve  years  old, 
rather  tall  of  her  age,  and  when  she  first 
entered  the  school,  she  hung  down  her  head 
as  if  afraid  to  meet  the  eyes  of  any  one.  She 
told  me  afterwards,  that  the  cause  of  her  strange 
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behavior  was,  that  she  was  ashamed,  because 
she  was  so  large  a  girl  and  knew  so  little,  com- 
pared with  other  children.  She,  however, 
made  rapid  progress,  and,  as  she  grew  in 
knowledge,  appeared  to  drink  in  the  truths  of 
the  gospel,  and  gradually  acquired  a  character 
for  veracity  equal  to  any  girl  in  the  school. 
She  loved  the  school  ;  it  was  there  she  first 
learned  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin,  and 
where  she  finally  found  a  Savior;  and  when, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  a  place  was  procured 
for  her  in  a  family,  it  was  a  condition  that  she 
might  attend  the  Sabbath  sthool.  About  this 
time  I  left  it ;  but,  on  visiting  it  a  few  months 
after,  I  found  A.,  and  some  others,  bowed 
down  under  a  sense  of  their  sins.  She  was 
in  a  pious  family,  and  there,  and  at  the 
Sabbath  school,  she  was  led  to  that  source 
from  whence  alone  hope  can  come,  obtained 
peace  and  joy  in  believing  in  Jesus,  and 
united  with  the  Church.  A  few  years  ago, 
she  removed  with  a  family  in  which  she  lived, 
to  a  large  manufacturing  place  in  the  country. 
Here,  at  first,  she  felt  as  though  she  was  not 
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among  her  own  people ;  but  when  she  heard 
that  a  Church  was  about  to  be  formed,  like  the 
one  she  loved,  her  heart  was  awake;  and  when 
efforts  were  made  to  raise  funds  to  build  a 
house  for  the  worship  of  God  by  this  little 
band,  though  poor  and  almost  unknown,  "  she 
did  what  she  could. "  The  females  in  the 
manufactory,  gave  largely  in  proportion  to  their 
ability,  and  our  poor  A.  was  made  use  of,  in 
the  hands  of  God,  as  an  instrument  of  stirring 
up  many  to  give.  Providence  so  ordered  it; 
that  I  was  present  at  the  ordination  of  the  first 
minister  of  this  Church  ;  there  I  saw,  at  a  dis- 
tance, my  Sabbath  school  girl.  Her  soul 
appeared  to  be  in  her  eyes ;  it  was  a  happy 
day  to  her ;  she  smiled  and  wept  by  turns, 
and  so  did  very  many  of  the  pious  females 
present.  I  never  saw  such  a  truly  solemn 
and  joyful  assembly;  and  there  probably 
could  be  none  more  so  this  side  of  heaven. 
A.,  and  B.,  another  pious  girl  from  our  school, 
and  who  lives  near  her,  constantly  visit  me,' 
when  in  town  to  see  their  parents,  and  I  re- 
ceive them  with  great  pleasure,     i  not  only 
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esteem  them  very  pious,  but  very  respectable  ; 
and  although  poor  in  this  world's  good,  yet 
"  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom." 

A.'s  coming  to  the  Sabbath  school,  was 
the  means  of  introducing  others  from  the  same 
neighborhood,  and  as  she  was  the  eldest  of 
several  children,  her  influence  brought  them 
to  the  school.  The  Teachers  became  inter- 
ested for  her  father's  family,  and  have  occa- 
sionally helped  them;  and  she,  as  a  good 
daughter,  now  helps  them  by  herself  and  her 
friends,  to  the  extent  of  her  ability.  I  believe 
her  mother  has  been  benefitted  by  associating 
with  religious  people  ;  she  constantly  attends 
meeting,  and  when  I  last  saw  her,  she  ap- 
peared like  one  experimentally  acquainted  with 
religion, 

LOVE    OF    THE    SABBATH    SCHOOL. 

A  scholar,  who  was  formerly  constant  and 
punctual,  was  visited  suddenly  with  total  blind<- 
ness  which  confined  her  at  home.  A  year 
afterwards,  her  eyes  suddenly  came  open,  and 
her  sight  returned.     On  the  very  first  Sabbath 
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after,  she  took  her  seat  in  her  class,  and  man- 
ifested an  increased  interest  in  the  exercises 
of  the  school. 


NOTICE    OF    N.    W.    D. 


N.  W.   D.  entered 


street  school,  at 


the  age  of  four  years,  at  the  solicitation  of  one 
of  the  teachers.  After  attending  a  few  months, 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  sickness. 
Having  recovered  from  this  attack,  he  joined 
the  school  again  at  five  years  of  age,  and  from 
this  time  down  to  the  commencement  of  his 
last  sickness,  he  was  constant  in  his  attendance, 
20 
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and  deeply  interested  in  all  that  was  said  or 
done  in  the  school. 

Soon  after  joining  the  last  time,  a  serious- 
ness commenced,  which  terminated,  it  was 
believed,  in  a  change  of  heart.  The  first 
indication  of  seriousness,  in  the  recollection  of 
his  parents,  was  a  request  made  at  an  early 
hour,  (about  day-light,)  on  Monday  morning, 
to  know  where  he  might  kneel  to  pray.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  preceding  day,  all  the 
scholars  had  been  urged  to  begin,  without 
delay,  the  duty  of  secret  prayer.  From  this 
time  his  interest  in  the  subject  of  religion 
gradually  increased,  until  he  became  deeply 
anxious  to  know  what  he  must  do  to  be  saved. 
During  his  sickness,  he  entertained  the  hope 
of  being  born  again.  Having  been  examined 
concerning  the  ground  of  his  hope,  he  was 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Church,  and  re- 
ceived the  ordinances  of  baptism,  and  the 
Lord's  supper,  in  his  chamber. 

His  sufferings,  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
sickness,  were  great;  yet  he  bore  them  with 
patience  and  submission.     When  his  pain  was 
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less  severe,  he  would  converse  with  the  great- 
est composure  concerning  his  own  death.  His 
answers  to  questions  proposed  to  him,  evinced 
an  experimental  acquaintance  with  the  plan 
of  salvation  through  Christ,  and  he  died  with 
the  confident  expectation  of  being  admitted 
into  the  presence  of  his  Savior,  there  to  dwell 
forever. 

THE    YOUNG  SLAVE  AND   THE    SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

J C ,  a  colored  lad,  was  a  slave  to 

,  in  the  State  of  New  York.     He  had 

heard  that  in  this  region  there  were  Sabbath 
schools,  in  which  every  one  who  made  appli- 
cation could  receive  instruction.  He  felt  how 
galling  are  the  chains  which  slavery  rivets 
upon  the  body,  and  how  much  more  galling 
are  the  chains  with  which  ignorance  binds 
down  the  mind.  He  deserted  his  master's 
house  some  four  or  five  years  since,  came  to 
this  place,  and  made  application  to  be  received 
as  a  member  of  the  Sabbath  school.  He  was 
at  that  time  not  able  to  read  even  the  letters 
of  the  alphabet.     He   was,  however,  diligent, 
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and  received  every  attention  necessary  for  bis 
encouragement  and  instruction.  He  learned 
to  read,  and  purchased  many  valuable  books, 
committed  to  memory  many  passages  in  the 
Scriptures.  His  mind  became  serious,  and 
at  times  deeply  impressed  by  divine  truth. 
During  the  last  year,  he  frequently  visited  me 
to  converse  upon  the  salvation  of  his  soul ;  he 
seemed  to  have  a  deep  sense  of  his  wickedness. 
He  often  seemed  to  have  joy  and  peace  in 
believing.  In  the  winter  of  the  same  year  he 
was  dangerously  sick,  and  when  he  thought 
he  should  die,  he  told  me  that  he  owed  every 
thing  to  the  Sabbath  school :  his  knowledge 
of  the  Bible,  and  his  hopes  of  eternal  happiness. 
Having  recovered  his  health,  he  attended  our 
school  during  the  last  summer,  and  having 
occasion  to  leave  town  a  short  time  before  the 

close  of  the  school,  for  a  residence  in  A , 

he  expressed  his  regret,  that  he  must  give  up 
the  privilege  of  enjoying  it  a  few  weeks  longer, 
and  left  with  the  superintendent  a  written 
paper  composed  by  himself,  expressing  his 
own  obligations,  and  that   of  the  other  pupils 
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to  their  teachers;  his  sense  of  his  responsibility 
to  God  for  the  means  of  his  instruction,  which 
he  had  enjoyed,  and  concluding  with  a  suppli- 
cation for  a  blessing  on  the  school  with  which 
he  was  connected. 

"  Oh,  God  of  grace,  bless  all  the  instructers 
of  our  Sabbath  schools.  May  a  double  por- 
tion of  thy  good  Spirit  rest  upon  all  their 
labors  ;  and  may  they  who  are  pupils  be  faith- 
ful to  our  instructers,  that  they  may  not  be 
discouraged,  and  say  they  have  labored  in  vain, 
and  spent  their  strength  for  naught.  And  may 
God  grant  that  we  may  all  obtain  life  and 
salvation  through  his  good  Word,  and  through 
his  good  Spirit."  In  a  few  weeks  he  sickened 
and  died  ;  and  to  those  who  saw  him  during 
his  sickness,  and  witnessed  his  resignation  and 
his  Christian  spirit,  he  afforded  evidence  that 
his  supplication  was  granted,  and  that  he 
" received  life  and  salvation  through  the  good 
Word  and  the  good  Spirit  of  God."  An  in- 
stance showing  so  mercifully  the  good  effects 
of  Sabbath  schools,  ought  not  to  be  left  un- 
recorded. 

20* 
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SABBATH      SCHOOL     INSTRUCTION    REMEMBERED 

IN     SICKNESS. 

In   December,   1829,  the  superintendent  of 

street  Sabbath   school,   was  sent  for  to 

visit  a  sick  person.  On  entering  the  room, 
and  approaching  the  bed,  he  recognized  the 
countenance  of  L.  C,  who  entered  the 
school  in  1820,  and  left  it  in  1823.  She  was 
now  a  young  woman  of  seventeen,  and  he 
had  hardly  seen  her  for  several  years.  A 
rapid  sickness  had  reduced  her  very  low,  yet, 
on  his  approaching  her,  she  extended  her  hand, 
and  grasping  his,  exclaimed,  with  much  em- 
phasis, "Oh,  Mr.  S.,  I  am  glad  you  came; 
oh,  how  many  warnings  to  seek  religion  did  I 
have  when  in  health,  and  I  rejected  them  all  !  " 
4C  L.,  you  feel  that  a  sick  bed  is  a  poor  place 
to  prepare  for  death  ?  "  "  Oh,  yes,  I  do." 
t(  Yet,  although  you  have  neglected  religion 
while  in  health,  can  you  not  now  feel  yourself 
to  be  a  lost  sinner  ?  Can  you  not,  as  guilty 
and  unworthy,  look  away  to  Jesus,  and  cast 
yourself  on   his  mercy?"     "Oh,  I  do  try — 
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I  do  try."  "  How  long  since  you  begun  to 
try  ?  "  "I  began  to  pray,"  said  she,  "  before 
I  was  taken  sick ;  and  I  have  tried  to  repent, 
and  put  my  trust  in  the  Savior." 

After  attempting  to  commend  her  to  God  in 
prayer,  and  conversing  with  her  a  few  moments 
longer,  (says  the  superintendent.)  she  suddenly 
sunk  down  on  her  pillow,  and  in  a  moment  her 
spirit  winged  its  way  to  the  eternal  world. 
The  chamber  of  sickness  had  now  become  the 
chamber  of  death. 

I  learned  she  had,  during  the  day,  collected 
her  brothers  and  sisters  around  her  dying  pillow, 
and  exhorted  them  to  seek  the  Lord  while 
they  were  young  ;  and  that  she  had  also  urged 
her  mother  to  put  her  trust  in  the  Lord.  For 
several  weeks  before  her  illness,  she  had  been 
much  exercised  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
had  attended  an  inquiry  meeting. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  after  an  absence  of 
many  years,  when  sickness  came  and  death 
was  near,  her  Sabbath  school,  and  the  instruc- 
tion there  received,  were  remembered  ;  and 
that  her  Sabbath  school   friends  were  those  to 
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whom  she  most  naturally  looked  for  advice  and 
counsel  in  this  solemn  season. 

INCIDENTS    OF    A    BOY    OF     SEVEN. 

One  of  the  scholars  in street  Sabbath 

school,  an  interesting  little  boy  of  about  seven 
years  of  age,  died  in  13:27.  The  Holy  Spirit 
seemed  evidently  to  have  exerted  his  influences 
on  the  heart  of  this  little  boy.  One  Sabbath, 
a  short  time  previous  to  his  Jast  sickness,  he 
and  his  brother  and  sister  were  detained  at 
home  by  a  storm.  His  thoughts  recurred  to 
the  privilege  of  his  Sabbath  school,  to  a  priva- 
tion of  which  he  was  then  subjected  ;  he 
expressed  his  regret,  that  he  was  unable  to 
attend  his  school,  but  after  musing  awhile,  he 
said  to  his  mother,  "  Mother,  we  can  have 
Sabbath  school  at  home."  He  was  asked, 
how  they  should  proceed  in  conducting  Ms 
Sabbath  school,  and  in  reply  he  mentioned  to 
his  mother,  that  Sabbath  school  was  opened 
with  reading  the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  His 
mother  then  asked  him,  who  could  open  his 
school — he   replied,  "I  can  do  it,  mother ;" 
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and  having  read  a  portion  of  Scripture,  lie 
knelt  down  with  his  mother  and  little  brother 
and  sister,  and  in  a  very  appropriate  manner 
addressed  his  petitions  to  Him,  who  said,  Suffer 
the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Once,  when  left  alone  with  his  infant  brother, 
he  was  found  by  its  bedside  on  his  knees, 
offering  up  his  petition,  on  its  behalf.  On  two 
or  three  other  occasions  also,  he  expressed  a 
wish  to  unite  in  prayer  with  his  mother,  and 
with  fervency  and  propriety  engaged  in  this 
solemn  service.  Nor  were  his  prayers  the 
mere  repetition  of  forms,  which  he  had  com- 
mitted to  memory  ;  but  they  were  the  desires 
his  soul  expressed  in  language  of  his  own 
selection.  One  petition  may  be  mentioned, 
as  an  example  of  the  correctness  of  his  views, 
as  well  as  the  aptness  and  originality  of  his 
lan£ua°e — it  was.  that  God  "  would  make 
his  father's  house,  a  house  of  happy  redemp- 
tion.^ He  was  visited  by  one  whom  he  had 
known  as  a  teacher  in  the  school.  A  large 
ulcer  on  the   side  of  his  face  had  deprived  the 
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little  sufferer  of  the  use  of  one  eye,  and  of  the 
faculty  of  speech.  He  knew  his  visiter  and 
seemed  pleased  to  see  him;  and  though  unable 
to  speak,  yet  by  very  intelligible  signs,  folding 
his  little  hands,  and  looking  upwards  to  heaven, 
and  uttering  a  noise  expressive  of  earnest 
desire,  he  made  known  his  wish  to  unite  in 
prayer.  When  he  perceived  that  his  wish 
.  was  made  intelligible  he  became  quiet,  and 
listened  in  silent  attention  to  the  supplications 
which  were  presented  in  his  behalf  before  the 
Throne  of  Grace.  Many  other  circumstances 
might  be  mentioned,  which  encouraged  the 
belief,  that  a  work  of  grace  had  commenced  in 
his  young  heart,  and  that  he  was  prepared  for 
his  early  departure. 

VALUE    OF    A  'HOPE. 

In  1832,  the  superintendent  of  street 

school  was  called  to  visit  a  colored  scholar. 
He  found  her  in  a  deeply  interesting  and  sol- 
emn state.  She  was  confined  with  sickness 
and  exercised  with  pain  ;  but  concern  for  her 
soul  seemed  to  absorb  her  mind.     Some  time 
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after,  she  hoped  she  found  peace  in  believing. 
The  superintendent  visited  her  again  after  this 
change  in  her  feelings.  While  conversing 
with  her,  he  inquired,  How  high  she  valued 
the  hope  which  she  was  cherishing  ?  Her 
reply  was, — "  Ten  thousand  worlds  eould  not 
buy  it."  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  she 
is  a  true  Christian. 

CHILDREN    MAY    DO    GOOD. 

A  youth,  connected  with  the  street 

Sabbath  school,  gave  heed  to  the  Savior's 
command,  "  Give  me  thy  heart,"  and  was 
hopefully  converted.  She  manifested  the  evi- 
dence of  her  sincerity  by  imitating  the  disciple, 
who,  when  he  had  found  the  Lord,  went  and 
told  his  brother,  and  persuaded  him  to  come 
to  the  Savior.  She  began  to  labor  with  an 
impenitent  sister  who  had  long  absented  herself 
from  the  Sabbath  school.  She  was  finally 
successful  in  persuading  her  to  return  to  the 
school.  Her  sister  was  very  soon  aroused  to 
a  sense  of  her  guilt  and  danger  as  a  sinner,  and 
after  a  short  struggle,  was  induced,  as  it  wTas 
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hoped,  to  give  her  heart  to  Christ.     "  He  that 
converteth  a  sinner  from  the  error  of  his  ways, 
shall  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  hide  a  mul- 
titude of  sins." 
i 

CHILDREN    MAY    SUDDENLY    DIE. 

A  member  of  street  Sabbath  school, 

who  was  at  school  on  the  Sabbath,  was  drowned 
the  next  day. 

Another  member  of  the  same  school,  a  lovely 
girl,  nine  years  of  age,  who  was  dressed  for 
school  on  the  Sabbath,  sickened  and  died  in 
three  days.  She  had,  for  some  time,  manifested 
an  increasing  interest  in  her  lessons,  and  her 
teacher  indulges  the  pleasing  hope,  that  this 
lovely  child  had  given  her  heart  to  the  Savior, 
and  was  prepared  to  be  received  to  his  bosom. 

Three  scholars,  connected  with street 

Sabbath  school,  one  four,  another  six,  and 
another  seven  years  of  age,  died  in  one  year. 
They  all  died  very  suddenly, — one  after  an 
illness  of  but  a  few  hours.  He  was  playing 
on  Saturday,  and  was  buried  on  the  Sabbath. 
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Two   scholars,    connected    with    the 


Sabbath  school,  were  called  suddenly  into 
eternity.  One  wTas  a  little  boy,  five  years  old, 
who  attended  school  but  a  few  Sabbaths.  The 
other  was  a  lovely  and  interesting  boy  of 
twelve.  When  a  committee  visited  the  school, 
he  was  noticed  to  be  early  in  his  class,  and 
to  answer  the  questions  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, very  readily,  and  with  much  apparent 
interest.  But  he  never  attended  school  again. 
During  the  week  he  was  taken  sick,  and  in 
about  two  weeks  he  died. 

A  boy,  seven  years  old,  attended  the  Sabbath 
school  the  day  preceding  his  death,  and  recited 
twenty  verses  of  Scripture.  The  next  day  he 
was  killed  instantly,  by  the  falling  of  a  stone 
wall.  His  death  was  the  means  of  awakening 
another  scholar,  who  has  since  professed  her 
faith  in  Christ. 

In  the  summer  of  1826,  one  of  the  Sabbath 

school  scholars,  about  8  years  of  age  died.  She 

attended  the  Sabbath  school  at  noon,  but  in  the 

afternoon  remained   at  home,  that  her  mother 

21 
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might  attend  public  worship.  While  thus 
alone  her  clothes  caught  fire,  and  she  was 
burned  to  such  a  degree  as  to  survive  but  a  few 
hours.  A  short  time  before  her  death,  she  re- 
peated the  Lord's  prayer,  and  a  part  of  the 
lesson  which  she  had  recited  at  noon. 
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EARLY  CONVERSIONS. 


REMARKS. 

Numerous  well  authenticated  facts  have 
compelled  many  to  believe  that  there  may  be 
such  a  thing  as  the  conversion  of  a  little  child. 
The  providence  of  God  has  effected  a  great 
change  on  this  subject.  Pastors  have  acknowl- 
edged,   that,    when  they    used    to  urge  their 
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teachers  to  labor  for  the  speedy  conversion  of 
little  children,  they  did  not  mean  such  little 
ones  as  have  since  evidently  been  converted  in 
their  Sabbath  schools.  But  even  now,  though 
many  Christians  profess  to  believe  that  young 
children  may  be  converted,  still  few  make 
vigorous,  consistent  efforts  to  secure  the  bles- 
sing. 

The  conversion  of  a  young  child  generally 
awakens  in  the  Church  but  little  interest  com- 
pared with  the  same  change  in  a  man  of  40. 
And  yet  the  child,  if  destined  to  move  in  the 
same  sphere,  will  probably  accomplish  many 
times  more  for  the  redemption  of  the  world, 
before  he  arrives  at  the  meridian  of  life,  than 
the  man  will  ever  be  able  to  effect.  But  when 
the  child  has  numbered  the  years  of  the  man, 
how  widely  will  his  enjoyment  and  influence 
differ  from  what  they  must  have  been,  had  he 
lived  to  this  period  unreconciled  to  God,  and 
he  now  been  compelled  to  expend  his  best 
energies  in  eradicating  the  evil  associations  and 
habits    he    had    previously    cherished.       Alas, 
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how  many  spend  the  best  portion  of  their  days 
in  nourishing  those  appetites  and  passions  which 
are  at  open  war  with  every  Christian  excel- 
lence ! 

Hurtful  influence  of  incredulity  respecting 
early  conversions. — The  opinion  that  early  con- 
version is  impracticable,  is  very  pernicious  in 
its  influence.  It  pervades  the  minds  of  parents, 
teachers  and  children.  It  prevents  the  teacher 
and  the  parents  from  praying  and  laboring  as 
they  ought,  for  the  conversion  of  children. — 
It  is  very  pernicious  in  its  influence  on  the 
young.  They  look  at  their  parents,  and  say, 
"My  father  and  mother  did  not  become  pious 
while  young ;  it  is  only  a  few  years  since  they 
united  with  the  people  of  God.  What,  then, 
if  we  do  not  become  pious  now  ?  We  undoubt- 
edly shall  when  we  are  as  old  as  our  parents 
were,  when  they  turned  to  God."  Thus  this 
opinion  bars  the  hearts  of  the  rising  generation 
from  immediate  repentance  ;  quiets  their  fears, 
and  urges  them  on  in  a  course  of  impenitence. 
21* 
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Encouragements  to  labor  for  the  conversion 
of  children. — There  Is  no  period  of  our  exist- 
ence when  we  are  so  susceptible  of  religious 
impressions  as  in  childhood.  Tender  anxieties 
are  felt  for  the  young,  and  prayer  is  offered 
which,  in  the  case  of  many  at  least,  fails  not  in 
any  day  of  life.  Moreover  the  Church  is  in 
constant  contact  with  these  tender  and  suscep- 
tible minds.  She  needs  not  to  stretch  her 
hand  across  an  ocean  or  a  continent  to  reach 
them.  They  are  nigh  her,  in  her  very  bosom. 
And  all  the  hallowed  influence  she  ought  to 
have  upon  them,  can  be  exerted  all  the  while. 
Not  in  the  Sanctuary  and  Sabbath  school  only 
does  this  contact  exist,  but  in  the  nursery — in 
the  domestic  circle — in  the  varied  forms  of 
social  intercourse.  The  almost  infinitely  varied 
and  attractive  forms  in  which  divine  truth  is 
prepared  for  the  youthful  mind,  increases  the 
facilities  of  their  conversion ;  and  more  than  all 
the  blessing  of  God,  which  is  multiplying  greatly 
among  children  and  youth,  the  subjects  of  his 
holy  kingdom.     In  view  of  all  this,  is  it  not 
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true  that    there  are  great   encouragements  to 


labor  for  the  salvation  of  the  young  : 


The  hardening  influence  of  sin  a  motive  to 
labor  for  the  conversion  of  children. — Who 
does  not  know  that  the  influence  of  every  day's 
continuance  hi  sin,  is  to  remove  the  soul  farther 
and  farther  from  God  and  salvation  ?  Who  has 
not  seen  the  inveteracy  of  those  habits  which 
are  formed  by  protracted  impenitence?  Who 
does  not  know  that  sin  long  indulged,  encases 
the  soul  as  with  a  shield  of  brass  ?  Look  at 
the  man  who  has  grown  old  in  forgetful n ess  of 
God  and  the  violation  of  all  his  commands ; 
see  the  shafts  of  truth  all  broken  at  his  feet ! 
Can  we  look  then,  upon  the .  young,  whose 
consciences  are  tender,  whose  prejudices  are 
pliable,  and  whose  habits  are  unformed,  with 
indifference  ?  Can  we  withhold  our  efforts  and 
prayers  for  their  salvation,  "  till  they  shall  have 
grown  up  to  maturity  in  sin,  till  every  wicked 
propensity  shall  have  attained  the  hardihood  of 
age?"     Can  we  continue  to  "  leave  the  pliant 
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twig  that  springs  up  at  our  feet,  to  receive 
every  bent  that  accident  or  design  may  give 
it,"  and  expend  our  whole  strength  "  in  en- 
deavors to  straighten  the  obliquities  of  the  full 
grown  oak  ?"  Does  not  the  comparative  pros- 
pects of  success,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the 
Church  and  the  world,  call  upon  us  to  devote 
a  larger  amount  of  labor,  for  the  conversion  of 
the  young?  The  seeds  of  depravity  and 
moral  death  are  already  sown  in  the  hearts  of 
our  children.  The  soil  is  congenial  and  highly 
productive,  and  unless  we  early  bring  them  to 
Christ,  who  only  has  power  to  destroy  the 
seeds  of  sin  and  death,  they  will  spring  up  and 
bear  fruit  unto  everlasting  perdition. 

REPENTANCE    EASIEST    IN    CHILDHOOD. 

Parents,  (says  the  wife  of  a  pastor,  in  re- 
porting what  the  Lord  had  been  doing  among 
the  lambs  of  the  flock,)  do  not  be  content  with 
pointing  your  children  to  Jesus.  Lead  them 
to  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  you  will  see  what  we 
have  witnessed,  vh :  how  much  easier  it  is  for 
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a  little  child  to  surrender  himself  to  the  Savior, 
than  the  man  of  years — of  cares  and  of  many 
sins— to  become  "  as  a  little  child." 

AN    INFANT    SABBATH    SCHOOL. 


."■'"ii'l-l'li 


i!Ui 


The  successful  operation  of  the  Infant  Sab- 
bath school  in  B ,  (says  the  report  of  the 

Co.  Sabbath  School  Society,)  embracing 


some  sixty  members,  is  a  living  demonstration, 
that  even  little  children  can  become  interested 
in  religious  truths.  Let  any  one  visit  that 
school,  and  notice  the  order,  and  even  solemn- 
itv  of  these  children,  during  the  season  of 
prayer,  and  hear  them  tune  their  little  voices  in 
songs  of  praise,  and  witness  the  eagerness  with 
which  they  hang  on  the  lips  of  the  teacher, 
anxious  to  catch  the  story  ere  it  can  be  toli 
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them — arid  we  venture  to  say,  he  will  leave 
them  with  the  inquiry  striving  within,  "  Why 
may  not  all  the  little  children  in  our  country 
enjoy  such  privileges  as  these  ?"  G,  they  may, 
they  ought  to  enjoy  them. 

TWENTY    PIOUS    CHILDREN. 

Rev.  Mr. ,  of  H ,  in  August,  1830, 

thus  wrote  :  "  Since  the  1st  of  February,  of  the 
present  year,  161  persons  have  been  admitted 
to  this  Church,  most  of  whom  have  generally 
attended  my  Bible  class  instruction,  for  the  last 
six  years,  and  nearly  60  of  them  have  been 
members  of  the  Sabbath  school.  I  have  a 
class  of  twenty  children^  all  of  whom  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Sabbath  school,  who  are  cherishing 
the  hope  that  they  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life.  These  children  are  from  eight  to  four- 
teen years  of  age.  The  object  of  bringing  them 
into  a  class,  has  reference  to  their  making  a 
profession  of  religion.  I  meet  them  once  in 
two  months  for  the  purpose  of  making  personal 
inquiries  concerning  their  religious  feelings,  and 
imparting  to  them  such  instruction  concerning 
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the  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion,  as  may  en- 
able them  to  act  understanding1^  in  uniting 
with  the  Church.  Of  most  of  these  children 
we  think  there  is  evidence  of  piety.  Four  or 
five  of  them  have  already  been  admitted  to  the 
Church — others  will  probably  be  admitted, 
from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  thought  expe- 
dient. Some  of  these  children  have  shown  a 
maturity  of  mind  on  religious  subjects,  which  is 
peculiarly  pleasing,  and  affords  great  encour- 
agement to  parental  and  Sabbath  school  in- 
struction. 

THIRTY    PIOUS    CHILDREN. 

In   the  revival  with  which  the  Church  in 

W was  blessed,  the  last  part  of  1835,  and 

the  early  part  of  1836,  great  interest  was  man- 
ifested among  the  young.  There  was  organ- 
ized a  class,  called  "  the  class  of  probationers" 
of  thirty  children  under  fourteen  years  of 
age,  who  had  sought  the  Lord  early,  and  who 
hoped  they  had  found  him  according  to  his 
gracious  promise.  They  were  enjoying  the 
special  watch  and  care  of  the  pastor  and  the 
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Church,  and  were  receiving  instruction  pre- 
paratory to  a  public  profession  of  their  faith  in 
Christ. 

AN    IMPENITENT    FATHER    AND    HIS    INFANT 
CHILD. 

An  impenitent  father  was  much  affected  in 
listening  to  hear  his  infant  child  relate  what 
she  had  learned  at  the  school,  about  God, 
and  Christ,  and  prayer.  Said  he,  "  I  am 
delighted." 

AN    INFANT    CLASS. 

There  is  an  infant  class  in ,  of  some 

thirty  little  ones,  who  seem  to  vie  with  their 
parents  in  the  happiness  of  studying  the  word 
of  Him  who  spake  as  never  man  spake. 

TWO    INTERESTING    CLASSES. 

In  A ,  there  are  two  infant  classes,  one 

male  and  the  other  female,  twenty-Jive  scholars 
in  one  class  and  thirty  in  the  other.  These 
classes  are  entrusted  to  the  care  of  two  pious 
females,  and  are  managed  with  pleasing  inter- 
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est;  and  they  promise  much  for  the  Church. 
Why  will  not  every  Church  bring  the  lambs 
together  and  feed  them  with  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  Word.  It  is  delightful  to  stand  by  those 
classes.  It  would  almost  put  adult  Christians 
to  the  blush,  to  hear  their  answers  respecting 
divine  truth. 


TEMPERANCE  AMONG  THE 
YOUNG. 

CHILDREN    CAN    UNDERSTAND     TEMPERANCE. 

A  little  boy  asked  his  father  if  he  might 
join  the  Temperance  Society. 

"  No,"   said  his  father,  "  you  don't  know 
what  temperance  means." 

"  Yes,  father,  I  do,"  replied  the  little  Re- 
former. 

"  Well,  what  does  it  mean  ?" 
22 
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"It  means  not  to  drink  any  rum,  and  but 
very  little  cider" 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

Another  boy  was  asked  what  he  understood 
by  "  total  abstinence" 

"  It  means,"  said  he,  "  not  to  taste  the  first 
drop." 

a  thrilling  incident. 

A  female  teacher,  feeling  a  desire  to  do 
something  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  resolved  to 
collect  some  poor  children  into  a  Sabbath 
school,  where  they  might  receive  religious  in- 
struction, of  which  they  and  their  parents  were 
then  entirely  ignorant.  The  first  family  she 
visited  was  that  of  a  poor,  miserable  drunkard. 
His  wife  and  children,  and  every  thing  around 
them,  bore  the  marks  of  poverty,  degradation 
and  wretchedness.  They  had  four  small  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom,  Martha  of  6  years, 
and  her  little  brother  Francis  of  4,  were  old 
enough  to  attend  school.  After  learning  that 
clothes  would  be  furnished  for  them,  the  father 
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consented  to  let  his  children  attend.  They 
soon  became  deeply  interested  in  learning 
about  the  Savior.  Although  they  lived  a  mile 
from  church  they  were  usually  first  at  school. 
Martha  was  taken  sick,  and  for  sometime  de- 
prived of  the  privileges  of  her  school.  One 
morning,  as  she  began  to  recover,  she  appeared 
unusually  pleased  on  receiving  a  visit  from  her 
teacher.  "The  children,"  said  the  mother, 
?  have  been  almost  impatient  for  you  to  come  ; 
they  have  a  new  plan  in  view.  For  a  few 
days  past,  their  thoughts  and  conversation  have 
been  about  the  Temperance  Society.  Martha 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  she  can  live  all 
her  days  without  tasting  another  drop,  and 
wants  to  sign  the  pledge.  I  have  tried  to  put 
them  off  by  telling  them  I  did  not  know  that 
children  so  young  were  permitted  to  join.  But 
they  would  not  give  it  up." 

Said  Martha,  "  O,  I  think  if  mother,  and 
Francis,  and  myself  join,  we  can  persuade 
father  to." 

"Francis,"  said  their  teacher,  "do  you 
think  you  can  always  refuse  the  sweet  bottom 
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of  the  glass,  when  your  father  offers  it?" — 
"  Yes,  I  will  stick  and  hang  as  long  as  Hive." 
Their  names  were  taken,  and  they  were  re- 
quested to  get  their  associates  to  join  with 
them.  Martha,  at  once  exclaimed,  "  I  will  see 
H.  C,  I  guess  I  can  get  her  to  join,  for  her 
mother  drinks  as  much  as  pa  does ;  and  the 
little  children  surely  suffer  for  victuals  and 
clothes.  O,  mother,  I  wish  we  could  get  them 
to  join  the  Temperance  Society." 

As  soon  as  she  was  well  enough  to  walk  out, 
she  went  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  C.  She  first 
enlisted  little-  H.  in  the  cause,  then  they  told 
the  mother  about  it,  and  entreated  her  to  join. 
She  was  awakened  by  the  earnest  solicitations 
of  these  children ;  and  they  did  not  leave  her 
until  she  had  promised  to  think  of  the  subject. 
At  the  end  of  three  days,  she  put  her  name  to 
the  pledge,  and  ever  since  has  been  a  temperate 
woman. 

Encouraged  by  past  success,  they  com- 
menced the  work  at  home.  They  not  only 
begged  of  their  father  to  put  away  the  poison- 
ous stuff;  but  daily,  in  secret,  and  at  his  side, 
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they  prayed  that  God  would  give  him  a  new 
heart,  that  he  might  love  and  serve  Him  on 
earth,  and  be  prepared  to  dwell  in  heaven  ; 
Francis,  in  particular,  would  kneel  by  him  and 
earnestly  beg  God  to  give  them  all  new  hearts, 
and  save  his  poor  father  from  the  drunkard's 
grave. 

Whenever  the  father  came  home,  at  night, 
under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor,  cross 
and  angry,  his  mouth  was  shut,  when  he  saw 
his  little  son  kneeling  with  his  Bible  before 
him,  begging  that  he  would  repent,  for  no 
drunkard  could  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
By  the  decision  and  zeal  of  his  children,  he 
was  silenced  and  confounded.  Neither  by 
flattery  nor  persuasion  could  they  be  made  to 
taste  one  drop  of  ardent  spirit,  or  even  to  take 
water  from  a  glass  where  it  had  been  used. 
One  night,  little  F.  was  taken  suddenly  ill ;  his 
father  arose  and  brought  him  some  water.  He 
no  sooner  took  it,  than  he  exclaimed,  "It  is  in 
your  rum  tumbler ;  IcanHtake  it.v  When  he 
was  so  sick  that  he  was  not  expected  to  live,  he 
22  *      . 
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refused  to  have  rum  applied  externally,  because 
he  had  signed  the  pledge. 

The  prayers  of  these  children  have  been 
heard  and  answered,  for  many  months  have 
elapsed,  since  this  once  miserable  drunkard  has 
tasted  the  poison  ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  prayer 
they  now  offer  will  also  be  heard,  and  that  he 
will  yet  be  seen  "clothed  and  in  his  right  mind, 
sitting  at  the  feet  Jesus" 

A    SABBATH    SCHOOL     TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY. 

On  the  last  Sabbath  of  1835,  a  Juvenile 
Temperance  Society  was  formed  from  members 
of  the street  Sabbath  school.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  scholars,  with  the  con- 
sent of  their  parents,  were  enrolled  as  members. 
It  was  truly  interesting  to  see  with  what  eager- 
ness even  little  children  came  forward  to  join, 
apparently  fully  comprehending  the  subject. 
If  such  a  course  had  been  adopted  with  our 
youth  30  years  ago,  how  many  might  have 
been  saved  from  the  drunkard's  grave  and  the 
drunkard's  doom. 
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"BOYS^    TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY."    * 

"  On    Thanksgiving    day,   1834,"    says   a 

lawyer  in  W county,  and  a  warm  advo- 

vocate  for  temperance,  "  I  was  present  at  the 
formation  of  the  'Boys'  Temperance  Society?  at 

.     It   was    a  spectacle  from  which    the 

veteran  in  temperance  might  gather  hints  of 
useful  instruction.  The  boys  fixed  on  Thanks- 
giving for  the  adoption  of  their  Constitution, 
and  that  was  made  the  day  for  their  annual 
meetings  hereafter.  They  were  from  7  to  15 
years  of  age.  In  the  organization  of  their 
Society,  they  proceeded  in  a  mode  quite  par- 
liamentary, and  expressed  a  confidence  that 
they  should  soon  gather  in  a  large  proportion  of 
the  boys  in  their  school  district  and  neighbor- 
hood. They  were  cautioned  against  receiving 
any  members  who  would  not  be  likely  to  prove 
faithful.  Some  pleasant  calculations  were  then 
made  for  them,  showing  that,  should  they  live 
to  the  common  age  of  man,  they  would  save,  by 
wholly  abstaining  from  the  use  of  Ardent 
Spirits,  and  reckoning  it  at  only  Jive  cents  a 
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day,  (a  moderate  allowance  even  for  the  tempe- 
rate drinkers,)   the  enormous  sum  of  $5000. 
Apply   to    this    saving    the    maxim   of.  Poor 
Richard,  that   c  a  penny  saved    is  two  pence 
gained,'  (and  he  might  have  said,  in  this  case, 
that  it  is   'ten  pence  gained,"*)  and  the  boys  of 
-> ,  will  have  spent  a   profitable  thanks- 
giving.    Let  others   who  would  be  '  healthy, 
wealthy    and    wise,'    imitate    their   example. 
Hannibal  caused  his  children  to  swear  eternal 
hostility  to  the  tyranny   of  Rome.     Let  ours 
swear  eternal  hostility  to  a  tyranny  greater  than 
that  of  Rome; — a  tyranny  that  not  only  subju- 
gates, but  inflicts    upon  its   victims,   poverty, 
disease  and  death." 

A    JUVENILE    TEMPERANCE    SOCIETY. 

A  Juvenile  Temperance  Society  was  formed 
in  the  Sabbath  school  in  B- — — ,  during  the 
summer  of  1832,  which  embraced  almost  all 
the  youth.  They  held  frequent  meetings 
during  the  intermission  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and 
they  purchased  and  distributed  publications  of 
different  kinds  on  temperance.     It  is   con£- 
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dently  hoped  that  all  the  youth  trained  up  in 
this  way,  will  be  secured  against  the  great 
evil  of  intemperance. 


JUVENILE  MUSIC. 


INFLUENCE    OF    SINGING    IN    SABBATH    SCHOOLS, 


We  find,  (says  the  superintendent  of 

street  Sabbath  school,  in  his  report  for  1832,) 
there  is  no  exercise  in  which  children  take  so 
much  delight  as  in  singing  hymns;  and  we 
wonder  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  use  tha 
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most  efficient  means  to  communicate  religious 
knowledge  in  Sabbath  schools,  and  impress  it 
on  the  youthful  mind,  have  not  more  frequently 
directed  their  instruction  through  this  channel. 
Our  method  is,  to  obtain  some  hymn  suited  to 
their  capacities,  and  chalk  it  on  a  black  board 
in  the  school-room,*  to  be  committed  to  mem- 
ory by  the  whole  school.  This  is  sung,  when 
all  have  learned  it,  in  some  simple  tune  adapted 
to  the  words ;  and  if  our  Sabbath  school  room 
may  ever  be  said  to  resemble  "a  little  heaven 
below,"  it  is  while  the  hundred  youthful  voices 
unite  in  a  song  of  praise. 

ANOTHER    EXAMPLE. 

For  a  few   months  past,  (says    the   report 

from  the  school  in  P ,)  considerable  effort 

has  been  made  to  instruct  the  children  in  sacred 
music.  These  efforts  have  been  very  success- 
ful.    The  singing  in  the  school  on  the  Sab- 

*  The  '<  Sabbath  School  Songs,"  and  "  Sabbath  School 
Harp/'  prepared  by  Mr.  Lowell  Mason,  of  Boston,  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Mass.  Sabbath  School  Society,  will  obviate  the 
necessity  of  the  black-board, 
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bath  and  at  the  concerts,  is  performed  by 
them.  This  has  contributed  much  to  interest 
them  in  the  exercises  both  of  the  school  and 
the  concert.  Considering  the  salutary  influ- 
ence of  sacred  music  on  the  youthful  mind, 
and  judging  from  the  very  pleasing  success 
which  has  attended  its  introduction  into  this 
school,  it  would  seem  in  the  highest  degree 
desirable,  that  Juvenile  singing  should  be  in- 
troduced into  all  our  Sabbath  schools. 


JUVENILE  BENEVOLENCE. 


REMARKS, 


There  is  no  one  thing,  in  the  whole  system 
of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  which  promises 
more  to  the  Church  and  a  lost  world,  than  the 
spirit  of  benevolence,  which  it  is  exciting  among 
the  young. 

Too  many  of  the  energies  of  the  Church  are 
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now  enfeebled  by  a  spirit  of  covetousness.  In 
all  her  benevolent  movements,  she  is  more  or 
less  clogged  and  fettered  by  this  same  spirit. 
No  charitable  institution  is  sustained  without 
frequent  calls  and  urgent  solicitations.  If  the 
wealth  of  Christians  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  interests  of  the  Church,  it  has  seldom  been 
done,  till  after  the  presentation  of  scenes  of 
wretchedness  and  woe  ;  the  vivid  exhibitions 
of  duty  and  the  Scriptural  rules  of  benevolence ; 
and  the  most  eloquent  appeals  to  the  sympa- 
thies, the  conscience,  and  the  heart.  In  other 
words,  most  of  the  charities  of  the  Church, 
in  times  past,  have  been  drawn  forth  by  the 
force  of  excitement.  They  have  not  been 
bestowed  from  a  principle  of  benevolence — a 
principle  as  deep-rooted  and  permanent  as  that 
which  leads  a  Christian  to  pray.  Surely  the 
Christian,  (that  is  unless  he  has  awfully  wan- 
dered from  God,)  will  pray  without  the  influ- 
ence of  a  constant  excitement,  to  be  produced 
by  appeals  of  eloquence,  and  representations  of 
duty. 

This  giving  only  by  impulses,  and  under  the 
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influence  of  excitement,  will  probably  continue, 
at  least  to  a  considerable  degree,  among  many 
of  the  older  members  of  our  Churches.  It  is 
now  too  late  to  expect  that  all  these  habits 
which  have  been  strengthening  from  childhood, 
can  be  broken  up,  and  new  ones  formed.  Our 
hope  is  among  the  young.  Here,  by  early 
pre-occupying  the  mind,  and  laying  deep  the 
principle  of  benevolence,  much  may  be  antici- 
pated. Indeed,  with  the  smiles  of  Providence, 
we  may  hope  to  see  an  entire  remedy  of  this 
evil. 

When  there  shall  be  found  a  Church,  all  of 
whose  members,  in  childhood  and  youth,  en- 
gaged heartily  in  all  the  plans  of  doing  good, 
now  in  operation  among  the  young,  there  will 
be  seen  a  body  of  Christians  possessing  deep, 
enlarged,  and  noble  principles  of  benevolence, 
such  as  no  Church  probably  has  possessed  since 
the  days  of  the  Apostles.  They  will  need  but 
to  hear  of  an  object  deserving  their  charities,  or 
a  plan  of  operation  calling  for  their  aid,  and 
their  hands  and  their  hearts  will  be  open, 
23 
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Yea  more,  they  will  search  out  such  objects 
and  be  devising  such  plans,  and  not  wait  to 
learn  of  them  by  the  representation  of  others. 

It  is  delightful  to  witness  the  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm, with  which  children  enter  into  any  plan 
suggested  for  the  mitigation  of  human  woe. 
Nothing  so  easily  excites  the  sympathies  of  the 
young,  as  the  story  of  pagan  ignorance  and 
wretchedness.  Their  hearts  have  not  yet  felt 
the  deadening  influence  of  that  practical  infi- 
delity in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
heathen,  and  that  spirit  of  selfishness  which  so 
extensively  prevail  among  the  more  mature  in 
years.  They  believe  that  the  heathen  are  ab- 
solutely in  a  lost  and  perishing  condition,  as 
represented  in  the  Bible  and  in  the  reports  of 
those  who  have  labored  among  them,  and  their 
charities  flow  out  almost  spontaneously  for 
their  relief. 

With  this  spirit  of  benevolence  springing  up 
almost  in  infancy,  and  expanding  and  deepen- 
ing through  all  the  stages  of  childhood  and 
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youth,  what  may  not  the  Church  expect  from 
the  present  generation,  when  her  interests  shall 
be  entrusted  to  their  guardianship  ?  Especially 
what  may  she  not  expect,  should  the  hearts  of 
this  generation  be  sanctified  by  the  grace  of 
God.  And  concerning  whom  have  we  more 
encouragement  to  hope  for  that  grace,  than 
those  who  are  thus  engaged  in  seeking  the 
salvation  of  the  lost? 

The  cause  of  youthful  benevolence  has  made 
no  small  progress,  within  the  last  few  years,  in 
Massachusetts.  Monthly  contributions  for  some 
or  all  of  the  various  benevolent  objects  of  the 
day,  have  been  introduced  into  many  schools  ; 
and  Sewing  Circles,  Missionary  Associations, 
and  other  similar  societies  have  been  formed  in 
great  numbers,  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  Con- 
tributions to  send  sets  of  the  publications  of  the 
Mass.  Sabbath  School  Society,  to  destitute 
schools  at  the  West,  have  been  very  numerous, 
and  their  influence  on  those  who  have  bestowed 
the  charity  and  on  the  recipients,  has  been  most 
happy. 
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THE    TEAR    OF    GRATITUDE. 

A  correspondent  from  the  West  thus  writes  : 
"  Sabbath  schools  are  doing  much  for  this  sec- 
tion of  our  country;  this  is  the  testimony  of 
the  wise  and  good.  I  am  acquainted  with  sev- 
eral schools  that  have  received  donations  from 
Massachusetts.  O,  if  the  dear  children  who 
have  contributed  to  this  good  object,  could 
have  stood  where  I  have  stood,  and  seen  the 
pearly  tear  start  unbidden  from  the  eyes  of  the 
young,  as  they  have  been  told  how  and  from 
whom  they  received  those  little  volumes,  they 
would  have  been  more  than  repaid  for  all  the 
self-denial  those  contributions  may  have  cost 
them.  But  more  than  this ;  these  books  are 
doing  much  good.  They  are  read  with  great 
eagerness  and  are  exciting  a  spirit  of  inquiry, 
not  only  among  the  children  but  among  the 
parents.  Will  not  those  benevolent  youth  in 
Massachusetts,  while  they  contribute  of  their 
money  to  send  the  Word  of  Life  to  these  west- 
ern children,  also  be  earnest  in  their  prayers. 
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that  this  precious  Word  may  make  them  wise 
unto  salvation  ?" 

CHILDREN    VOTING     FOR     MONTHLY    COLLEC- 
TIONS. 

The  report  of  the  Sabbath  school  in   , 


for  1835,  says:  Collections  for  benevolent 
objects  have  been  taken  up  at  the  three  last 
concerts.  The  subject  had  been  previously 
explained,  and  the  children  were  called  upon 
to  decide  whether  they  would  take  monthly 
collections  or  not.  With  brightening  eyes  and 
smiling  faces,  they  voted  unanimously  in  favor 
of  it,  and  now,  with  similar  exhibitions  of 
pleasure,  they  cast  into  the  box  their  cent, 
their  two  cents,  or  their  little  pieces  of  silver. 
About  $12  have  been  contributed  in  three 
months.  The  advantages  of  these  collections 
are  several.  It  interests  the  scholars  more 
deeply  in  the  Sabbath  school.  As  they  are 
urged  to  obtain  what  they  contribute,  either  by 
personal  labor,  or  by  denying  themselves  some 
luxury,  it  tends  to  form  habits  of  industry  and 
self-denial.  It  expands  and  elevates  their 
23* 


270     SABBATH  SCHOOL  RESULTS. 

minds  by  leading  them  to  contemplate  the 
wants  and  woes  of  those  who  are  growing  up 
in  ignorance  and  moral  debasement  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

EXPEDIENTS     TO    EARN    AND    SAVE    MONEY    FOR 
CONTRIBUTION. 

The  children  in  A ,  have  been  encour- 
aged not  only  to  contribute,  but  to  earn  their 
monthly  mites  ;  and  various  have  been  the 
expedients  to  which  they  have  resorted  for  this 
purpose.  A  sum  of  money  was  contributed 
one  Sabbath,  wrapped  in  a  paper.  The  en- 
velope was  opened  and  read,  and  the  contents 
were  these:  "A  little  girl,  by  diligence  and 
self-denial,  has  raised  22  cents  during  the  past 
month,  which  she  cheerfully  casts  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord."  It  was  a  girl  ten  years 
old,  and  she  obtained  the  sum,  partly  by  the 
labor  of  her  hands,  and  partly  by  little  acts  of 
self-denial. 

Presents  to  the  children,  often  find  their  way 
into  the  monthly  collections.     At  the  last  con- 
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tribution,  a  little  girl  in  the  infant  school  gave 
25  cents,  which  had  been  presented  her  by  a 
friend.  Can  it  ever  be  a  hardship  for  these 
children  to  deny  themselves  and  give  their 
property  to  the  Lord  ?  So  far  from  being 
a  hardship,  or  even  self-denial  now,  it  is  a 
pleasure  which  they  are  reluctant  to  forego. 
Often,  when  unavoidable  absence  prevents 
them  from  presenting  their  little  contribution 
with  their  companions,  they  bring  it  the  next 
week,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  their  super- 
intendent. 

A     LITTLE    GIRL'S    DONATION    FOR   THE 
HEATHEN. 

One  little  girl  only  6  years  of  age,  came  to 
the  superintendent  at  the  close  of  the  school 
one  Sabbath  morning,  in  great  haste,  and  un- 
folding her  handkerchief  took  out  25  cents  and 
said,  "  I  want  you  to  take  this  money  and  buy 
a  Bible  for  the  heathen."  It  appeared  that 
she  had  saved  this  money  of  her  own  accord, 
and  gave  it  freely  for  this  object. 
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A    CONTRIBUTION    CENT. 

A  girl  9  years  of  age  united  with  the  school 

in  T 3  in  the  summer  of  1834.     She  had 

not  the  privilege  of  parental  religious  instruc- 
tion. Her  residence  was  two  or  three  miles 
from  school.  On  the  last  Sabbath  in  August, 
when  notice  was  given  in  the  school  that  the 
next  Sabbath  would  be  contribution-day,  she 
was  present.  But  it  was  her  last  Sabbath. 
She  went  home  under  the  influence  of  that 
disease  which,  during  the  week,  hurried  her 
into  eternity. 

While  on  her  bed  of  sickness,  she  remem- 
bered the  contribution-day,  and  spoke  of  the 
luxury  of  giving.  Twice  she  had  been  pre- 
sent on  the  contribution  Sabbath,  and  had  put 
her  cent  into  the  box.  She  called  for  the  cent 
which  she  had  laid  aside  for  the  Sabbath,  gave 
it  to  her  mother,  and  told  her  that  if  she  died 
before  the  next  Sabbath,  to  carry  it  to  her 
teacher,  that  it  might  be  put  into  the  Sabbath 
school  contribution  trunk.     On  the  next  Sab- 
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bath,  her  soul  was  in  eternity  ;  but  her  cent, 
like  the  poor  widow's  two  mites,  was  cast  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

children's  and  teachers'    contributions. 

All  the  members  of  the  school  in  N , 

who  feel  disposed,  and  especially  the  children, 
are  requested  to  bring  in  a  contribution  on  the 
first  Sabbath  of  the  month.  This  is  called  the 
children's  contribution,  and  many  of  them  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  it,  and  are  unwilling  to  be 
denied  the  privilege  of  giving  to  it.  They  have 
been  very  successful  in  getting  funds.  They 
have  made  their  pastor  and  superintendent  Life 
Members  of  the  Mass.  Sabbath  School  Society, 
and  have  enough  in  their  box  to  make  another 
Life  Member.  At  the  monthly  concert,  a  col- 
lection is  taken,  which  is  called  the  teacher's 
collection.  Fifteen  dollars  have  been  collected 
for  the  Southern  Effort,  and  considerable  given 
to  Sabbath  schools  at  the  West.  The  school 
commenced  this  year,  (1834,)  taking  contribu- 
tions for  special  objects.  In  January  $5  were 
collected   for  the  Home    Missionary  Society. 
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In  February,  $  13  were  collected  to  aid  a  feeble 
Church  at  the  West. 

DESPISE    NOT    THE     DAY    OF    SMALL    THINGS. 

A  missionary  association  originated  in  a  class 

in  street  Sabbath  school,   a   few  years 

since,  which  now,  (1834,)  numbers  among  its 
members  50  or  60  other  youths,  many  of  them 
not  belonging  to  this  school.  The  association 
has  raised  and  paid  to  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  $35  for 
the  support  of  a  Sabbath  school  at  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  is  still  in  successful  operation  ; 
it  has  held  stated  and  occasional  meetings  for 
prayer  and  conference.  A  scholar,  who  was 
volatile  and  careless,  attended  one  of  these 
prayer-meetings,  and  received  impressions  which 
were  not  effaced.  At  a  subsequent  meeting 
of  the  association,  he  found  peace  in  believing. 
One  of  the  most  efficient  promoters  of  this 
society  is  now  preparing  for  the  ministry ;  an- 
other is  directing  his  attention  to  a  missionary 
life. 
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LEGACY    OF    A    DYING    CHILD. 

One  of  the  scholars  in  the  Sabbath  school  in 
A ,  a  little  boy  6  years  old,  who  was  be- 
loved and  is  remembered  by  all  who  knew  him 
for  his  lively  interest  in  the  Sabbath  school,  his 
cheerful  and  intelligent  performance  of  its 
duties,  and  his  happy,  thrice  happy  improve- 
ment of  its  privileges,  in  July,  1833,  resigned 
both  his  property  and  his  heart  with  his  dying 
breath  to  the  Savior.  A  week  before  he  died 
he  had  said,  "  I  shan't  live,  I  shall  die  and  £0 
to  heaven,"  and  more  than  once  afterwards  he 
remarked  that  he  would  rather  die  and  go  to 
the  Savior,  than  live  and  stay  with  Pa'  and 
Ma'.  Shortly  before  his  death,  he  was  asked, 
what  should  be  done  with  his  money.  "  Shall 
we  give  part  of  it  to  Mr.  P.  to  carry  to  the 
heathen  ?"  "  Yes,"  said  he.  "  How  much  ?" 
asked  his  friends.  "AR"  he  replied  with  em- 
phasis. All  was  twelve  dollars,  and  these 
$12  are  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  P. — the  first 
example,  probably,  in  modern  times,  of  such  a 
legacy  to  missions  from  a  child  of  6.     How 
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rich  may  be  the  blessings,  with  which  that 
legacy  is  laden  as  it  crosses  the  mighty  deep 
and  wings  its  way  towards  distant  Persia  ? 
Who  knows  but  many  a  Nestorian  child,  saved 
in  consequence  of  that  legacy,  may  rise  up  at 

last  and  bless  little  George .     Soon   after 

making  this  bequest,  he  of  his  own  accord  bid 
a  last  adieu  to  his  friends.  cc  Farewell  dear  Pa5, 
meet  me  in  heaven.  Farewell  dear  Ma',  fare- 
well dear  grandma',  farewell  all — all  meet  me 
in  heaven."  The  example  of  Stephen  being 
then  suggested  to  him,  he  exclaimed,  "Lord 
Jesus  receive  my  spirit.  Lord  Jesus  receive 
my  heart."  He,  whose  ear  is  open  to  the 
feeblest  petition  of  his  creatures,  it  is  hoped, 
heard  that  prayer,  and  took  the  little  petitioner 
to  his  own  bosom. 

ENCOURAGEMENT    FOR  CHILDREN    TO  GIVE    FOR 
THE    WEST. 

"  If  the  dear  children  in  Massachusetts," 
says  a  gentleman  in  Illinois,  "  who  live  warm 
and  comfortable,  and  have  suitable  clothing 
and  books,  could  only  look  into  our  Sabbath 
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school  on  some  cold  morning  and  see  these  half 
clothed  children,  without  books,  all  eager  to 
learn,  they  would  strive  to  see  who  should  give 
something  first.  Some  children  have  come  two 
miles  on  foot  through  the  snow  in  the  coldest 
weather,  with  no  other  covering  than  thin  cot- 
ton cloth,  and  some  without  hats,  and  with  no 
book  except  a  piece  of  an  old  spelling-book. 
In  one  family,  for  two  boys  they  had  only  one 
such  suit,  and  the  boys  took  turns  and  came  one 
at  a  time.  And  yet  these  boys  are  bright,  in- 
telligent scholars,  and  eager  to  learn." 

TWO    OBJECTS    EFFECTED. 

"  While  the  Sabbath  schools  in  Massachu- 
setts," says  the  secretary  of  the  F.  M.  S.  for 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  "  have  been  con- 
ferring a  great  favor  on  the  Sabbath  schools  in 
the  West,  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  been 
doing  more  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  heathen, 
than  they  would  have  done,  had  they  paid  their 
money  directly  to  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions. 
Children  at  the  West,  are  beginning  to  imbibe 
24 
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the  spirit  of  those  about  whom  they  have  read ; 
and  are  denying  themselves  of  some  of  their 
usual  luxuries,  that  they  may  have  wherewith 
to  give  to  the  heathen.  Several  of  those  schools 
have  raised,  for  that  object,  an  amount  double 
the  value  of  the  books  they  have  received.     A 

little  brother  and  sister  in  O ,  Ohio,  have 

obtained  each  a  dollar,  and  another  boy  of  the 
same  place  four  dollars  for  Foreign  Missions, 
as  the  reward  of  their  self-denials  for  one  year. 

THE    INFLUENCE    OF    ONE    BOOK. 

"  Louisa  Ralston,  or  what  can  I  do  for  the 
heathen,"  published  by  the  Mass.  Sabbath 
School  Society,  found  its  way,  in  connection 
with  other  books,  through  the  benevolence  of 
some  Sabbath    school    in    Massachusetts,    to 

L ,  Kentucky.     This  little  book  was  read 

by  the  children.  Such  was  the  interest 
awakened  among  a  company  of  14  or  15  young 
girls,  that  they  organized  a  Missionary  Society, 
on  the  plan  proposed  in  the  book.  In  one 
year  and  a  half  this  society  of  14  or  15  young 
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girls  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars ! ! 

A  school  rewarded  for  its  benevo- 
lence. 

A  school  was  organized  in  Missouri,  in  the 
spring  of  1 833,  whose  efficiency  has  resulted 
very  much  from  the  library  furnished  by  a 
school  in  Massnchusetts.  One  of  the  principal 
teachers,  and  cne  who  had  the  principal  charge 
of  the  school,  was  directly  from  the  ranks  of 
intemperance.  He  is  now  an  active,  decided 
Christian,  and  attributes  this  change  of  heart 
and  life,  under  God,  to  that  Sabbath  school. 
An  intelligent  female  teacher  in  the  same 
school,  has  become  a  warm-hearted,  devoted 
follower  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  she  oc- 
casionally tells  her  class  of  young  ladies,  in  the 
most  feeling  manner,  "  that  it  was  the  Sabbath 
school  that  brought  her  to  herself"  One  of 
her  class  is  rejoicing  in  hope,  and  others  are 
not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God. 
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HAPPY    INFLUENCE    OF   A    CORRESPONDENCE. 

" Enclosed  are  thirty  dollars"  says  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  school  in  ,  "  contri- 
buted by  the  children  of  the  Sabbath  school  in 
this  place,  to  aid  destitute  Sabbath  schools  at 
the  West  in  obtaining  libraries.  In  March, 
1834,  we  sent  you  a  few  dollars  for  the  same 
object,  which  was  sent  to  the  Sabbath  school 

in   J .     Subsequently,   a  very  interesting 

letter  was  received  from  Mr. ,  acknowl- 
edging their  indebtedness  to  our  school  for  a 
quantity  of  books  for  their  library.  This  letter 
was  answered,  and  farther  correspondence  re- 
quested. Our  children  and  young  people  were 
much  interested  in  the  letter.     The  school  at 

J- is  regarded  as  a  "Sister  Sabbath  School" 

and  is  a  frequent  subject  of  conversation  and 
prayer  in  our  school  and  concert.  The  sum 
which  wTe  are  enabled  now  to  send  you  from 
our  little  school,  is  the  result,  to  a  great  extent, 
we  think,  of  the  interest  created  by  this  corres* 
pondence" 
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GRATEFUL    ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS    AND    HAPPY 
INFLUENCE    OF    DONATIONS. 

"It  is  with  heartfelt  gratitude,"  says  a  gen- 
tleman in  Ohio,  "  that  I  acknowledge  the  re- 
ception of  76  Sabbath  school  books.  They 
were  happily  chosen,  and  excited  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  the  minds  of  those  who  had  the 
perusal  of  them.  Half  of  these  books  I  allotted 
to  some  people  in  the  country.  They  had  never 
had  a  Sabbath  school  in  that  district.  On 
offering  them  the  donation,  they  immediately 
made  an  effort,  being  led  by  a  pious  man,  who 
felt  the  value  and  importance  of  Sabbath 
schools.  The  donation  was  received  with  joy 
and  gratitude.  The  result  was,  the  immediate 
organization  of  a  school  comprising  forty  chil- 
dren at  the  commencement.  In  the  neighbor- 
hood, there  is  a  combined  influence  of  univer- 
salists  and  infidels.  There  is  also  a  good  deal 
of  intemperance.  How  a  donation  of  that  kind 
could  have  been  better  employed,  I  cannot 
conceive." 

24* 
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ANOTHER  EXAMPLE. 

Another  gentleman  writes  thus  :  "  I  return 
you  my  hearty  thanks  for  forwarding  me  such 
an  excellent  present.  It  seems  to  be  providen- 
tial, that  these  books  should  have  arrrived  here 
at  this  time.  Our  little  Church  is  just  strug- 
gling into  existence.  We  are  beginning  entire- 
ly anew.  Our  Tract,  Missionary  and  Temper- 
ance Societies,  and  our  Sabbath  school  opera- 
tions have  but  just  been  born  into  the  world; 
but  they  are  all  healthy  children,  and  they  only 
want  good  nursing  to  make  them  strong  and 
healthy  men.  We  return  our  hearty  thanks  to 
our  friends  for  every  assistance  in  rearing  them 
up.  We  have  three  schools  already  established, 
and  conducted  by  our  own  Church.  With  the 
books  you  sent  us  we  shall  start  one  or  two 
more." 

A    THIRD    EXAMPLE, 

A  lady  in  Ohio  writes :  "  I  would  express 
my  sincere  thanks  for  those  valuable  books  re- 
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lative  to  missions,  &cc,  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  for  a  very  destitute  Sabbath  school 

in .     I  believe  they  will  awaken  a  deep 

anxiety  for  the  heathen  world,  in  the  minds  of 
the  youthful  readers.  A  number  of  mothers 
attend  our  school  with  their  children ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  scholars  are  young  men 
and  women,  a  number  of  whom  can  scarcely 
read  intelligibly.  I  give  them  a  lesson  every 
Sabbath,  to  be  studied  during  the  week  ;  and 
in  this  way,  they  make  rapid  progress  in  learn- 
ing to  read.  Some  of  them  are  able  to  read  a 
Sabbath  school  book  through  in  one  week. 
They  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  reading,  and 
in  the  exercises  of  the  school.  Our  library,  as 
yet,  is  small  ;  but  I  hope  the  Lord  will  open 
some  way  for  its  increase.  Most  of  the  people 
are  poor,  and  some  of  their  children  come  three 
miles,  barefooted,  through  the  rain  and  mud, 
in  quite  cold  weather,  with  very  thin  cloth- 
ing. I  will  only  add,  if  I  had  books,  1  could 
establish  several  schools  in  our  dark  neighbor- 
hood." 
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STILL    ANOTHER   EXAMPLE. 

Says  a  lady  in  Missouri :  "  The  collection  of 
Sabbath  school  books  forwarded  to  us  through 
your  liberality,  are  precisely  of  the  character 
that  we  needed.  Could  you  have  beheld  the 
animated  countenances  and  the  tearful  eyes 
that  I  have  seen,  while  these  books  have  been 
perused,  you  never  would  regret  having  sent 
them. 

"Three  of  these  youth  have  recently  become 
pious,  and  joined  the  army  of  the  Lord.  Sev- 
eral of  the  scholars  stated  c  that  they  had  read 
more  during  these  six  months,  than  they  had 
read  in  all  their  lives  before.'  It  will  be  a 
hard  matter,  now,  to  prejudice  the  minds  of 
these  youth  against  our  benevolent  institutions, 
as  their  parents  and  other  friends  have  been." 

S0CIETY   FOR   EDUCATING    HEATHEN    CHIL- 
DREN. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1830,  after  religious  ser- 
vices at ,  the  scholars  of street  school 
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had  a  meeting  and  formed  themselves  into  a 
Sabbath  School  Missionary  Association,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  education  of  heathen 
children.  Their  object  was,  by  the  small  con- 
tribution of  one  cent  a  month,  by  each  mem- 
ber, to  furnish  the  knowledge  of  salvation,  an- 
nually, to  some  four  or  five  children  from  whom 
they  could  hear  from  time  to  time, — with  whom 
they  could  correspond, — and  who,  perhaps,  but 
for  this  effort,  would  live  and  die  without  any 
to  guide  them  in  the  way  to  heaven. 

JUVENILE    MARINEH'S    BIBLE    SOCIETY. 

In  May,  1829,  a  few  lads  in  street 

Sabbath  school,  formed  a  Mariner's  Bible  So- 
ciety, for  the  benevolent  purpose  of  circulating 
the  Word  of  God  among  seamen.  They  soon 
obtained  the  co-operation  of  many  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, who  were  not  connected  with  the 
school.  At  the  close  of  six  months,  the  treas- 
urer had  received  nearly  forty  dollars,  and  the 
distributing  committee,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Seamen's  Friend  Society, 
had  distributed  40  Bibles,  and  59  Testaments. 
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Soon  after  the  formation  of  this  Juvenile  Asso- 
ciation, its  members  commenced  a  meeting  for 
prayer  and  religious  conversation,  which  was 
continued  every  week  to  the  close  of  the  year;, 
and  was  attended  by  youth  from  6  to  18  in 
number  at  a  time. 


TWO    OTHER    SEAMEN'S    SOCIETIES. 

In Sabbath  school,  there  is  a  male  and 

a  female  Juvenile  Association  for  furnishing 
seamen  with  Bibles.  The  members  meet  quar- 
terly, and  at  each  meeting  contribute  6  cents 
a-piece.  They  are  much  interested  in  the 
object.  A  sufficient  sum  was  raised  the  first 
quarter,  to  procure  40  Bibles.  We  are  con- 
vinced,   (says    the   superintendent,)  that  one 
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of  the  most  effective  ways  of  benefitting  the 
souls  of  children,  is  to  excite  them  to  plan  and 
labor  and  deny  themselves,  for  the  good  of 
others. 

JUVENILE    TRACT    SOCIETY. 

A  Juvenile  Tract  Society  has  been  formed 
in  the  Sabbath  school  in  S ,  which  con- 
tains more  than  75  members.  With  their  funds 
they  have  procured  more  than  four  thousand 
pages  of  children's  tracts,  and  are  lending  or 
giving  them  to  all  the  children  in  town  who 
wish  to  read  them. 
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HAPPY  DEATHS. 


"i    KNOW    THAT    MY    REDEEMER    LIVETH." 


A  female  scholar  of  17  died  in  1834.  She 
was  enabled  to  view  her  approaching  dissolu- 
tion with  calmness,  and  to  reflect  with  thank- 
fulness on  the  instruction  received  in  the  Sab- 
bath school,  as  the  means  of  producing  those 
blessed  results.  She  requested  her  pastor  to 
preach  from  the  text,  "  I  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth,"  and  to  say  to  the  school,  that 
the  hymns  and  texts  of  Scripture  she  had  com- 
mitted in  the  school,  were  the  means  of  leading 
her  to  Christ,  and  to  comfort  on  the  bed  of 
death. 

THE    DYING    COLORED    CHILD. 

At  a  late  hour,  near  midnight,  two  females 

came  to  the  door  of  Mr.  J ,  to  request  that 

he  would  visit   a  dying  child.     He  followed 
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them;  and  penetrated  with  a  lantern  an  ob- 
scure alley,  which  conducted  him  to  the  object 
of  their  anxiety.  The  room  was  rilled  with 
the  friends  and  neighbors.  He  inquired  of  the 
child  her  feelings  and  views.  She  expressed  a 
willingness  to  die.  She  said  the  Savior  was 
precious  to  her,  and  spoke  with  so  much  pro- 
priety, that  Mr.  J — - —  looked  around  to  inquire 
who  had  instructed  her.  But  he  soon  found 
that  this  colored  child  was  a  pupil  of  the  Sab- 
bath school.  She  soon  after  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus. 

CONFIDENCE    IN  GOD. 

S.  H.  W.  was  a  promising  lad  of  14.  In  the 
Sabbath  school  he  took  a  very  lively  interest. 
Not  satisfied  with  committing  to  memory  one 
limited  lesson  assigned  to  his  class,  he  commit- 
ted, in  other  books,  the  lessons  assigned  to  three 
other  classes.  About  three  months  before  his 
death,  the  impressions  he  received  in  the  Sab- 
bath school,  resulted  in  his  hopeful  conversion. 
In  secret  prayer  he  seemed  to  take  great  delight, 
and  often  prayed  with  two  younger  brothers 
25 
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and  a  sister.  He  often  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  institution  of  Sabbath  schools. 
He  frequently  went  for  his  school-mates,  and 
entreated  them  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  He  requested  his  minister  to  preach  a 
sermon  to  the  young  at  his  funeral ;  selected  a 
text  and  hymns.  As  he  drew  near  the  close  of 
life,  his  mother  said :  "  Little  son,  what  if  you 
should  be  deceived?"  he  answered:  "I  am 
going  to  a  righteous  God,  who  will  do  me  no 
injustice." 

A    SCHOLAR    OF    NINE. 

A  member  of school  died  when  about 

9  years  old.  She  had  been  a  pupil  in  the 
school  five  years,  and  was  uniformly  attentive, 
affectionate  and  diligent,  and  strongly  attached 
to  her  teacher.  Her  complaint,  which  was 
consumption,  became  dangerous  in  April.  For 
several  months,  however,  after  that  period,  she 
was  able  and  rejoiced  to  attend  the  Sabbath 
school.  She  expressed  no  wish  to  recover,  but 
was  resigned  to  the  last.  On  being  asked  if 
she  would  like  to  see  an  aged  parent  of  her 
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father's,  who  was  mentioned,  she  replied  "  Yes, 
but  she  had  rather  go  above  and  see  her  heav- 
enly Father."  She  was  earnest  in  urging  her 
little  brother  and  sister  to  read  the  Bible  and 
to  pray,  and  was  desirous  they  should  have  their 
Sabbath  lessons  well  committed.  On  obtain- 
ing a  promise  from  her  little  sister,  that  she  would 
read  the  Bible  every  morning,  she  said,  "  If 
you  will,  Mary,  you  will  know  what  to  do 
all  through  the  day."  On  the  evening  of  the 
14th  of  January,  1834,  with  her  mind  perfectly 
tranquil,  having  desired  her  father  to  pray  with 
her  but  an  hour  before,  she  breathed  her  soul 
into  the  bosom  of  her  God. 

PEACEFUL     END    OF    S.    A.    E. 

I  take  the  liberty,  (writes  the  wife  of  a  pas- 
tor,) to  add  a  few  particulars  of  the  remarkably 
happy  death  of  a  young  lady  who  was  nurtured 
in  the  Sabbath  school,  with  which  she  was 
connected  from  early  childhood  until  her  mar- 
riage about  two  years  since.  As  this  is  the 
third  instance  of  the  kind  which  has  occurred 
within  a  few  years,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
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notice  it  for  the  encouragement  of  faithful 
teachers.  Three  of  our  beloved  youth,  after 
giving  evidence  of  their  attachment  to  the 
Savior,  in  the  bloom  and  vigor  of  life,  have 
walked  through  the  dark  valley,  leaning  on 
His  "  staff/5  and  supported  by  the  precious 
promises  of  His  Word. 

S.  A.  E.  was  constant  in  her  attendance  on 
the  Sabbath  school,  punctual  and  very  correct 
in  her  lessons,  and  amiable  in  her  deportment. 
But  it  was  not  until  the  age  of  16,  that  the  pre- 
cious treasure  of  divine  truth,  stored  up  in  her 
memory,  was  made  instrumental  of  awakening 
her  conscience  and  leading  her  to  the  "  Foun- 
tain opened  for  sin."  The  moment  will  never 
be  forgotten  when,  in  a  circle  of  weeping  asso- 
ciates, who  had  assembled  to  inquire  of  their 
pastor,  "  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  S.  A. 
E.  arose,  and  with  her  characteristic  decision 
exclaimed,  "I  have  given  myself  to  my 
Savior  I"  Nor  will  those  who  had  assembled 
at  that  hour  to  pray  for  these  beloved  children, 
forget  the  thrill  of  joy  which  pervaded  the  room, 
as  the  pastor  announced  the  fact,  that  this  child 
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of  many  prayers  and  tears,  had,  it  was  believed, 
accepted  the  offers  of  mercy.  Five  years  she 
adorned  her  profession,  and  the  rich  fruits  of 
gentleness,  meekness,  submission  under  severe 
trials,  and  filial  piety,  hung  thickly  on  this 
youthful  plant. 

But  at  length,  it  pleased  God  to  try  the 
strength  of  her  faith  in  sickness  and  death. 
Her  illness  was  of  several  weeks'  continuance, 
but  her  mind  was  calm,  collected,  and  with 
entire  submission  patiently  waiting  the  result. 
The  writer,  who  was  formerly  her  teacher  in 
the  Sabbath  school,  was  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
high  privilege  of  looking  upon  this  young  Chris- 
tian as  she  lay  in  the  embrace  of  the  king  of 
terrors.  But  there  was  no  terror  there.  Her 
pallid  face  was  radiant  with  smiles  of  perfect 
peace.  "  I  am  very  low,"  she  remarked,  in 
clear  and  distinct  accents.  "  Yes,  but  you  may 
be  raised  up  again."  "  If  it  be  the  will  of  God, 
I  desire  to  live  ;  if  not,  I  desire  to  die.  What- 
ever may  be  His  will,  is  mine.  I  desire  noth- 
ing but  his  will.  I  hope  I  shall  never  desire 
25* 
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anything  but  His  will"  "  You  are  happy  in 
your  Savior?"  " Oh  yes!  Millions  of  worlds 
would  be  nothing  in  comparison  with  my  hope 
in  Him.  His  dying  blood,  how  precious  !  It 
is  all,  all  to  me  now." 

"  You  can  then  resign  your  dear  babe  to 
His  care?"  -"  Yes,  and  I  know  he  will  take 
care  of  it.  I  have  not  one  doubt  of  that.  It 
is,"  she  added,  "  a  great  thing  to  die.  I  have 
been  an  unprofitable  servant,  but  Christ  and 
his  pardoning  blood  are  my  hope."  More  she 
would  have  said,  but  the  day  had  chiefly  been 
spent  in  bidding  farewell  to  her  numerous 
friends,  and  expressing  to  all  the  happiness 
which  she  felt  in  her  Redeemer.  And  there 
she  stood  amid  the  billows  of  death,  with  her 
foot  firmly  fixed  on  the  Rock  of  Ages.  None 
could  look  unmoved  upon  that  scene.  None 
could  listen  to  such  expression  of  confiding  trust 
without  exclaiming,  "  It  is  well  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian— it  is  well  to  die  a  Christian."  Lovely  in 
life,  happy  in  death,  and  glorious  in  eternity  is 
our  departed  young   friend.     These  precious 


SABBATH    SCHOOL    RESULTS.  295 

words  she  left  for  the  subject  of  her  funeral  ser- 
mon :  "  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son, 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin."     1  John  1 :  7. 

Her  remains  were  conveyed  to  the  sanctuary, 
and  through  the  lips  of  the  preacher,  she  still 
seemed  to  utter  from  her  coffin,  the  glorious 
truth  which  sustained  her  in  life,  and  supported 
her  in  the  agonies  of  dissolution.  She  died 
Feb.  27,  1836. 

HAPPY    DEATH    OF    E.    M. 

E.  M.,  aged  14,  died  in  February,  1827, 
in  the  triumphs  of  a  lively  faith  in  her  Re- 
deemer. She  stated  in  her  last  sickness,  that 
her  first  serious  impressions  were  received  at 
the  Sabbath  school,  of  which  she  had  been  a 
regular  member  for  seven  years.  Her  pastor 
says  he  never  witnessed  a  more  interesting 
scene  than  in  attending  upon  her  near  the  close 
of  life.  She  was,  at  one  time,  thought  to  be 
dying,  but  afterwards  revived.  Her  conversa- 
tion at  that  time  was  enough  to  convince  the 
hardest  heart,  and  did  produce  the  voluntary 
confession  of  one   before  opposed,  that  there 
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must  be  something  in  religion  to  which  he  was 
a  stranger.     She  was  earnest  in  exhorting  her 


weeping  relatives  to  attend  to  the  one  thing 
needful ;  and    particularly  requested  them  to 
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attend  on  Sabbath  school  instruction.  She 
was  a  lovely  example  of  Christian  fortitude, 
and  to  the  last  appeared  perfectly  resigned  to 
the  divine  will. 

CHILD  LONGING  TO  DEPART. 

A  little  girl  about  7  years  of  age,  connected 

with street  school,  after  a  season  of  great 

suffering,  was  released,  to  join  above,  as  it  is 
hoped,  in  the  praises  of  that  Savior,  who  said, 
"  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me."  She 
gave  evidence  that  she  loved  to  pray  to  Jesus 
on  earth,  and  that  she  was  prepared  to  praise 
him  in  heaven.  Patient  and  submissive  in  the 
midst  of  great  pain,  she  gave  delightful  evi- 
dence that  she  had  yielded  herself  entirely  to 
the  will  of  God  her  Savior.  If  in  anything 
she  was  impatient,  it  was  in  this,  that  she  might 
go  speedily  to  see  her  Savior.  "Do  pray, 
mother"  said  she,  "that  I  may  die.  I  do  not 
want  to  get  well."  She  longed  to  depart.  She 
was  accustomed  to  pray  much  with  her  little 
sister.  Her  conscience  was  very  tender ;  she 
seemed  always  afraid  of  offending  God.     The 
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teachers  and  superintendent  of  that  school  were 
greatly  encouraged  by  so  manifest  a  conversion 
from  among  the  young ;  and  hoped  it  would 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  do  away  their  prac- 
tical unbelief  on  the  subject  of  early  conver- 
sions. 

rosina.  # 

In  the  early  part  of  the  spring  of  1832,  I 
received  a  billet  from  an  entire  stranger,  re- 
questing me  to  take  charge  of  a  small  class  of 
colored  adults,  at  the  time  destitute  of  a  teacher. 
The  writer  wished  me  to  call  on  the  Rev.  Mr. 
,  in  whose  family  she  resided,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  necessary  arrangements.  The  note 
was  signed  Rosina . 

I  called  as  requested,  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  concluding  to  take  the  class,  made  the 
requisite  arrangements  for  its  commencement  on 
the  next  Sabbath.  Thus  commenced  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  subject  of  the  following 
sketch. 

*  To  fill  out  a  form,  the  following  pages  are  extracted 
from  the  Sabbath  School  Visiter. 
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Rosina  was  a  member  of  the  class.  She 
was  intelligent  and  interesting,  and  exhibited  the 
spirit  of  a  warm-hearted  Christian.  Having 
tasted  herself,  as  she  hoped,  of  the  love  of 
Christ,  she  longed  to  see  others  drinking  at  the 
same  fountain. 

Did  time  permit,  I  would  gladly  give  my 
readers  a  connected  history  of  this  interesting 
pupil,  from  the  time  I  became  acquainted  with 
her,  till  her  death. 

But  I  hasten  to  her  last  earthly  scene ;  trust- 
ing that  she  now  moves  among  the  bright  throng 
on  high.  During  the  summer,  R.  suffered  from 
a  severe  sickness,  but  so  far  recovered  as  to  re- 
sume her  duties,  and  fill  again  her  vacated  seat 
in  the  class.  In  the  fall  she  was  attacked 
again,  and  finally  fell  into  a  decline.  For  sev- 
eral months  she  was  apparently  upon  the  brink 
of  the  grave.  She  felt  that  this  was  the  case, 
and  realized  that  she  was  entering  the  dark 
valley ;  but  as  earth  receded,  heaven,  with  its 
glories,  opened  upon  her  soul.  Her  mountain 
stood  strong — her  hope  centered  on  the  sure 
foundation.     For  the  most  part  her  mind  was 
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unclouded,  and  her  peace  unbroken.  Her 
Savior  seemed  to  be  present,  and  his  everlasting 
arms  gave  her  strength. 

I  saw  R.  for  the  last  time  a  few  days  before 
her  death.  I  had  been  prevented  from  visiting 
her  during  her  sickness.  On  approaching  her 
bedside,  I  could  hardly  credit  my  own  eyes. 
The  destroyer  had  smitten  her,  and  obliterated 
almost  every  vestige  of  resemblance  to  my 
Sabbath  school  scholar. 

At  first,  she  did  not  know  me,  but  on  my 
name  being  mentioned,  a  smile  of  recognition 
played  for  a  moment  upon  her  wasted  features. 
With  an  effort  she  gave  me  her  hand,  as  I  sat 
down  by  her  bedside.  She  could  converse  but 
little,  and  was  too  weak  to  bear  a  protracted 
conversation.  To  a  few  questions  she  gave 
distinct  and  satisfactory  answers.  I  asked  if 
her  hope  was  still  a  source  of  comfort, — if  it 
was  unshaken  ?  She  answered  "  Yes."  Do 
you  feel  reconciled  to  the  prospect  of  speedy 
death  ?  "I  can  rejoice,"  said  she,  "  that  I  am 
in  the  hands  of  God.  He  will  do  right"  I 
read  in  the  2nd  of  Corinthians,  the  first  ten 
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verses  of  the  5th  chapter.  She  listened  with 
manifest  pleasure,  and  made  several  remarks. 
I  then  repeated  the  stanza,  beginning — 

"  Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed 

Feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are/'  &c. 

she  said,  "  How  precious  is  Jesus  !  If  I  had 
ten  thousand  worlds,  how  freely  could  I  give 
them  all  for  this  precious  Savior."  In  answer 
to  a  question,  she  quoted  with  emphasis,  "  We 
are  unprofitable  servants  ;  we  have  done  that 
which  was  our  duty  to  do." 

I   commended    my  beloved    pupil   to   our 
common  Redeemer,  and  gave  her  the  parting 
hand.     In  a  few  days,  Rosina  slept  in  Jesus. 
"The  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death." 
26 
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ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A  LITTLE    BOY* 

Close  where  his  sainted  mother's  bed 
In  sheet  of  stainless  snow  lies  drest, 

On  the  cold  hill  is  mournful  spread 
A  fair  young  boy's  last  couch  of  rest. 

Tears  fell  for  thee,  dear  little  one, 

When  her  meek  eye  in  death  did  close, 

And  arms  which  scarce  had  clasped  her  son 
Were  folded  in  their  long  repose. 

And  there  were  tears  and  fervent  prayers, 
As  by  that  .mother's  vacant  bed, 

Thy  brow  the  covenant's  seal  received, 
Ere  her  fresh  grave  with  turf  was  spread. 

But  now  we  need  not  weep  for  thee; 

A  praying  parent's  earliest  care 
Had  placed  thee  in  the  Shepherd's  arms, 

And  safely  he  may  leave  thee  there. 


GUARDIAN  ANGELS. 

Matt.  18  i  10. — Take  heed  that  ye  despise  not  one 
of  these  little  ones,  for  I  say  unto  you,  that  in  heaven 
their  angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven. 

And  do  bright  angel  eyes 

Watch  o'er  these  little  ones? 
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The  glorious  tenants  of  the  skies, 
Th'  Almighty's  elder  sons. 

Descend  they  then  to  earth, 

Their  shielding  wings  to  spread 
Round  us  of  humble  mortal  birth, 

And  guard  the  path  we  tread  I 

Yes,  those  who  Jesus  love, 

Though  but  of  infant  years, 
Are  led  by  guardians  from  above 

Through  all  this  vale  of  tears* 

In  danger's  darkest  hour 

They  still  are  safe  and  blest ; 
Safe  from  the  roaring  lion's  power, 

Secure  of  heavenly  rest. 

And  when  in  death,  they  hear 

The  Savior  bid  them  come : 
That  ministry  of  love,  shall  bear 

Their  ransomed  spirits  home. 


a  child's  evening  prayer. 

Ere  on  the  bed  my  limbs  I  lay, 

God  grant  me  grace  my  prayers  to  say  ;- 

O  God !  preserve  my  mother  dear 

In  strength  and  health  for  many  a  year  ; 

And  O  !  preserve  my  father  too, 
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And  may  I  pay  him  reverence  due, 
And  may  I  my  best  thoughts  employ 
To  be  my  parents'  hope  and  joy  ; 
And  O  !  preserve  my  brothers  both 
From  evil  doings  and  from  sloth  ; 
And  may  we  always  love  each  other, 
Our  friends,  our  father  and  our  mother; 
And  still,  O  Lord,  to  me  impart 
An  innocent  and  grateful  heart, 
That,  after  my  last  sleep,  I  may 
Awake  to  an  eternal  day  I 
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